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This season due to Covid-19, our community is worshiping exclusively online at our YouTube, and Zoom channel. Each
YouTube service is a Live YouTube Premiere and chat is encouraged.
https://www.youtube.com/StAndrewLutheranChurchVancouverWA
https://zoom.us/j/3608927160
Password 5607

We offer many opportunities to celebrate the birth of Christ this season.

•

6:00pm Live YouTube Premiere Family Service: carols and candlelight*

•

7:30pm Live YouTube Premiere Traditional Service: carols and candlelight**

•

10:00pm Live YouTube Premiere Traditional Service: carols and candlelight**

Join us at 10:00am on Zoom for a live worship and Hymn Pick.
A digital lyrical hymn booklet will be provided.

* For candlelight services you are encouraged to get glow sticks, battery operated candles, or other candles for you or
your family to participate.
** The two traditional Christmas Eve services will be identical but premiere at different times. Prelude music will begin 10
minutes prior.
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Hindsight is 2020.
"For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully,
even as I have been fully known."~ 1 Corinthians 13:12
I finally got an appointment with my optometrist to get glasses that I can wear all the time. It's been coming. As I
have aged, my arms seem to have gotten shorter such that I can't hold a book far enough away to see it clearly.
I've been using readers but need them so regularly that it's finally time. It's never fun to see dimly. Whether it's of
the words on a page we are reading or a face sitting across from us, we like clear vision.
I think we also like a clear vision of our future. It gives us a sense of purpose and mission. 2020 has been a cloudy
year, with a dim vision of the days, weeks, and months ahead. It's been tough not knowing how long we will be
working from home, or how long until we can visit our loved ones, or how long until we finally see an end to social
injustice.
I like the saying, "Hindsight is 20/20." This idea of looking backward at what has happened allows us to learn from
the past. It gives us a perspective on life that isn't possible before it happens. This year that phrase feels more profound: Hindsight is 2020.
As we round the corner to another year, I invite you to take some time to look back. Take note of what this year
brought, both the good and the bad. As you do, take stock of what skills you learned, what people you met, what
causes you discovered, what hardship you endured. Then, note the tools in your personal wheelhouse: patience,
perseverance, determination; friends, family, breath; the ability to let go, a sense of humor, prayer; routine exercise, calming meditation; faith, hope, love. Maybe some of these tools you had before 2020, and perhaps some are
newly discovered. Give thanks for them. These are your strengths.
And as you look forward to 2021, I encourage you not to do it with a desire for a clear vision all the way through
but with the full stock of the tools you bring to the new experiences. Our vision may be dim, but God's is clear, and
you can face whatever comes with the strength of God within you.
Peace and Joy,
Pastor Cindy

Written by Diane Smith
Lent: Is this your opportunity?
The season of Lent is a gift intended, especially for those who are interested in focusing on the way of Christ, and
that is what we intend to explore in this Lenten small group. It is an opportunity to focus on deepening your relationship with Christ and others seeking to do the same. We will meet for one hour a week and explore scripture in
a reflective, devotional way and share our faith journeys. Please consider joining us! Details about time and day will
be coming!
If you have questions, please contact Diane Smith d_gsmith@msn.com or 360-892-1389 or Martha Maier
maierm@comcast.net
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Written by Kimbree Brown
Over here at St Andrew Preschool, we are hard at work using our cognitive skills and celebrating the holiday season. While COVID and the weather are certainly presenting us with a challenge, we remain hopeful, prayerful, and
focused on providing children with high-quality early childhood education.
Here we are using our problem-solving
and early math skills to build bridges
across the many puddles our rainy days
bring to the playground.
After reading stories about escaped gingerbread, we connect our early literacy
experience with our cognitive skills and
creative thinking to build some traps.
From small to very large, let’s see how
these traps work.

We are also celebrating the holiday season at St Andrew Preschool! From candy canes to Christmas trees and gingerbread, we have a great time exploring our artistic abilities. We are also
learning about the nativity story, which allows us to integrate our spiritual health with our early
literacy development.
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Hi St Andrew Preschool Families!
As you have all experienced, this year of outdoor preschool amid COVID-19 has
been a mix of fantastic learning with big challenges. All of the layers, and boots,
and gloves, oh my…
To help us manage all types of weather, St Andrew Preschool is asking for your help to fund the purchase of two
reliable gazebos for our playground. These gazebos will help us improve the immediate comfort and safety of our
outdoor environment, while also contributing to the preschool’s long-term goals of outdoor and nature-based early childhood education.
To raise money, St Andrew Preschool is holding a Trike-a-Thon on Thursday January 14th during regularly
scheduled class time. Teachers will set up a safe trike path in the parking lot and all children will be invited to
participate. It will be so much fun for everyone!!!
If you are able to contribute to our Trike-a-Thon fundraiser, we would greatly appreciate the support! Please complete the donation form and share it with others for additional contributions. Please direct any questions to
Kimbree Brown at (360) 892-7210 or preschool@salcvan.org
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First we want to thank our generous community at St Andrew for their support during our October campaign. We
made great progress toward our goal, thanks to your help.

WHO at St Andrew is in full swing. Many of you have been part of our Meal donation, and we thank you for that.
Our partners at SHARE requested a step increase in the number of guests. We are committed to ensuring the
safety of all. The Safe Re-Start Task Force requested a trial period to ensure all safety protocols can be maintained
as the number of guests increases. We are currently at 40.
The St Andrew Task Force members help with the evening set up….coffee and other refills as needed. This collaboration is a great help to the SHARE staff to know that all is ready when they arrive. We are all learning how to do
WHO in this new way.
For January, we are requesting small travel toothpaste and toothbrushes. We need toothbrushes for adults and
children. We currently have 7 to 10 children each night.
Thank you for your continuing support of the WHO. Please contact me with any questions or concerns.
Jane Seidel
WHO Task Force

Written by Sarah Terry
In 2020 we wanted to highlight things that bring awareness to mental health issues and positive mental health. Our
original plans may have changed, but who knew these messages would be more relevant due to the pandemic and
social challenges we would face. In 2021 we want to carry this theme forward and highlight ways to take the next
step or put our awareness into action. Each month we will highlight 1-2 awareness causes and showcase information that pertains to our community and the current social climate. We may highlight an article or books on a
subject and local resources for getting involved per topic. We will also share statistics & focus on the local area.
January is National Blood Donor Month. Were you aware that donation rates for white Americans are roughly 11%
as a whole? That rate falls to 6% for African-Americans and 3% for LatinX, and less than 1% for Indigenous populations. As with many systemic challenges our community faces, it is hard to see a need or a way to participate if you
do not see yourself represented. One study states the education around the benefits of blood donation for those
who have immigrated to the U.S., our immigrant brothers and sisters, is lacking. Immigrants may come from countries or cultures that life-saving blood donations were not even a familiar concept. Our BIPOC neighbors might not
trust a system where they have not felt included or even turned away as our LGBTQ+ friends have specifically in
regards to blood donation.
Equally, we all bleed red. When you donate blood, you don’t know what life you may be saving. Needs for specific
blood products can differ by ethnicity, but the need for blood touches every ethnic group. The New York Times has
an article about how blood can be racially or ethnically specific, so having more blood donors in certain groups can
be crucial for saving the lives of patients who share their backgrounds. Read it here: https://
www.nytimes.com/2019/05/14/well/live/blood-type-race-racial.html
Do you have a BIPOC friend or co-worker you can invite to be a donation buddy? If you find they have apprehensions about blood donation, maybe create a challenge that may inspire them to get involved and see themselves
represented. Bloodworks Northwest – (360) 567 – 4480, consider making an appointment to donate if you can.
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Written by Donna Schuster
Due to Covid restrictions, St. Andrew collected money to purchase WinCo food gift cards for 34 families. Thanks to
the very generous donations from our congregation, our Giving Tree was alive and well. Each of the 78 children in
the families received a $50 Walmart gift card. Thank you for helping these families! Jennifer Beeks, Outreach Coordinator from Orchards Elementary has received many messages of gratitude from this years recipients.

“The help that has been given by St. Andrew's has been such a blessing. The last two years myself and
kiddos have had to start over after a very difficult relationship ending. This year, as a single mom it has been
stressful but not having to worry about holiday meals and being being able to put items under the tree has
warmed my heart. My heart is full with love and gratitude for all you do. We will be thinking of you as we sit
around as a family and one day, we be able to pay forward to another who needs the extra help. Thank you
again and God bless.”
“Me gustaría agradecer a St. Andrews Church Por su regalo está Navidad en nombre de mi familia
muchas gracias Que Dios les Bendiga. I would like to thank St. Andrews Church for their gift this Christmas on
behalf of my family thank you very much God Bless you.”
“Hello thank you so much St Andrews Church for my holiday help this means alot to my little family im
a single mother and appreciate the help it's a strugle during this time of year especially now during this Covid
pandemic .thankyou so much happy holidays and god bless you with more.”
“Dear St Andrews church, my family is very much thankful for your support in this hard time for all of
us. God Bless You Abundantly!!!”
“I just want to give a big thank you to the people at st. Andrew's church. My children are going to have
a good Christmas with the help from you. I dont know what the community would do without the help from u
guys”
“To the St Andrews church we wanted to reach out and say thank you for your kind and generous help
this holiday season. Our family truly appreciates everything that you have done. We will be thinking of you this
Christmas and thank you for making us feel so blessed. Happy holidays”
“I just want to say Thank You so much for the gift cards you provided for my family. It was truly a
blessin and a huge help Is there a website or phone number that I may go to to or call be able to possibly give
back maybe not now but at a later date?”
“Hello, members of St Andrews Church, I just wanted to take the time and wish you all a happy holidays and thank you all for the help you provided for my family this Christmas. We are all very grateful and
can thank you all enough. My children will be extremely happy when they open their present. Nothing make
me happier then that. Thank you so much and God bless you all.”
“Thank you St. Andrews for helping out my family especially during these tough times due to the pandemic, my family really appreciates all the help & time you guys do to help others. Again thank & have a Merry
Christmas.”
“St. Andrews Church- I wanted to express my gratitude for the donations you have provided my family!
We all know what trying times we are in these days so the gifts you have provided from the kindness of your
hearts is greatly appreciated. You have made this holiday season easier on many families. Thank you and
many blessings! Happy Holidays!”
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Written by Chris Natland
We just finished Advent and Christmas, and we heard a lot about hope, peace, joy, and love – let’s be sure to bring
those into the new year as well. Optimism is often one of my personality traits, but even I feel like we need lots of
hope, lots of peace, lots of love, and all of that should bring us much joy.
Even though we have not been able to be physically present with one another, I am inspired by so much talent and
creativity that abounds at St. Andrew! We can see the number of different faces during worship, taking roles in helping to provide the various parts, playing music, and telling jokes; the list goes on. The amount of interaction and activity online through zoom, worship premiere chats, or even quick messages back through digital communication
has allowed me to connect and know folks during a strange time in world history.

I know it’s taking a toll on us to be physically distant, but we are doing a great job of still being social. Keep it up! I
know it’s making a difference to our family and others that I’ve talked with. It’s not the same, but we’re making the
best of it!
As we continue to think about doing things differently and with a spirit of hope, 2021 should shape up to be a good
year. I know I’m working with ministry teams as we dream and conspire about ways to be a beacon of hope in the
unknown – to do things creatively and try to reach out in ways and places that are new.
I hope you will join us and continue to conspire with us to try to inspire new thinking and reach our congregation
and our community.
Here are some other times and events to keep on your calendar:
Epiphany Party & Prayer Buds Event: Wednesday, January 6, 5:00-7:00 pm on Zoom
This event will look different this year without being able to be in person. Look for more information in this
newsletter regarding this event!
Children:
Sunday, January 10 - Sunday School on Zoom Godly Play*
Youth:
January 3 - High School Meet-Up on Zoom from 2:30-4:00 pm*
“Resolved” – What are some of your hopes for this new year?
January 10 – Middle School Meet-Up on Zoom from 2:30-4:00 pm*
“Resolved” – What are some of your hopes for this new year?
January 17 – High School Meet-Up on Zoom from 2:30-4:00 pm*
“Board?” – Join us to play some digital capable board games.
January 24 – All Youth (6-12th grade) Digital Escape Room*
“Escape From The North Pole”
*Zoom links will be published in the email blasts – Family Faith Blast and the Youth News Blast.
Our youth meet-ups will happen each Sunday in January (except January 31 for the Annual Meeting), with the intention to continue into the new year, subject to day or time adjustments as we see fit. The schedule will be for high
school meet-ups on the 1st and 3rd weeks and middle school on the 2nd and 4th weeks.
Peace and Joy,
Chris Natland
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Written by Aileen Libengood
Beginning on Sunday, January 4, at 11:00 a.m. on
Zoom, we will continue to delve deeper into racism by
discussing New York Times Best Seller So You Want to
Talk About Race. Based in Seattle, author Ijeoma Oluo
was invited to speak at Fort Vancouver Regional Library (FVRL) earlier this year. Here is a great King 5 interview with Ijeoma about the book and her work.
https://youtu.be/lFAy0tNPgjM
Because we are still apart, we ask that everyone acquire their own book. FVRL may still have free copies
available from earlier this year, or will certainly have a
few copies to check out. If you are purchasing a copy, we recommend Third Eye Books, a Black-owned independent bookseller in Portland. https://thirdeyebag.com/products/so-you-want-to-talk-about-race?
_pos=1&_sid=fb8f7cf88&_ss=r

Written by Michael Brown and Mark D’Evelyn
In light of ongoing disproportionate killings of Black and other people of color (for example, George Floyd, Breonna
Taylor, and, closer to home, Herman Graham in Salem and Kevin Peterson in Vancouver), a number of us are trying to learn more about systemic racism and what people of color are saying and doing. For example, the Adult
Education Committee facilitated a study of Me And White Supremacy”, by Layla Saad in September and October; the
Book Club sponsored discussions of How to be an Anti-Racist by Ibram Kendi in September and So You Want To Talk
About Race by Ijeoma Oluo in November (to be explored in more depth by Adult Ed; see article above).
The last assignment in Me and White Supremacy is: “Write three concrete, out-of-your-comfort-zone actions you are
committed to taking in the next two weeks toward antiracism… and also make clear how you will be held accountable for these actions.” We recognize that holding each other accountable is a big challenge. It’s easy to forget what
we said we would do or put off things that make us uncomfortable. We need trusted brothers and sisters in Christ
who are willing to call us out from time to time, to ask questions like: How are you doing with your concrete actions to end racism? What is holding you back from doing what you said you wanted to do? Is there a way we can
support you, help you?
After years of leading and participating in small groups in the church, we would like to create one or more AntiRacism small groups (support group/accountability group) at St. Andrew. The group will provide a safe space to
ask questions, share experiences, express intentions, and support and hold one another accountable. The group
will decide how frequently and when to meet and, at least for the next few months, meet by Zoom. The group will
determine the “liturgy” of the group after exploring what other similar groups have done at St. Andrew and in the
Vancouver/Portland area (no need to re-invent the wheel!). We would like for people to commit to meeting for a
year, at the end of which the group would do a self-evaluation to see what they learned and accomplished.
Would you be interested in participating? If so, please contact Amy in the church office or RSVP in the weekly
eblast.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY; EVERY TUESDAY, 9-10:30 am. Everyone is invited to study the
texts for the upcoming week.
RE-CREATIONS; First & Third Thursday, 2 pm.
BOOK CLUB; SECOND SUNDAY: 7pm For more information about the book club, please contact
Mary Strehlow.
3RD FRIDAYS; EMPTY NESTERS 7pm. The gang’s all here, on Zoom! Bring Your Own Dessert!
LAST TUESDAY; PUB THEOLOGY: 7-8:30 pm. Check us out on Facebook: St. Andrew Pub Theology.
PRAYER SHAWL; Second Wednesday. 9:30am
PRAYER SERVICE; One Monday a month. Please check Google calendar.
MINISTRY TEAM NIGHT; First Tuesday of each month.

10
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A link to view this Google calendar is provided
week in the Saturday
eblast.
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Our Mission
Filled with God’s forgiveness and grace…
we seek to bring healing, wholeness, and justice to ALL
people and creation.

You can find St. Andrew Lutheran Church online at http://
www.salcvan.org or on Facebook at facebook.com/salcvan. We can
be reached during office hours, 9 am—4::30 pm, Monday—Thursday.
Worship Services Sunday at 10 am

Call Us: (360) 892-7160,
Fax Us: (360) 892-1306
Email Us: office@salcvan.org
Church Staff
Rev. Cindy Muse, pastorcindy@salcvan.org
Sam Solano, Dir. of Music & Worship Ministry, musicdirector@salcvan.org
Chris Natland, Dir. Children, Youth and Family Ministry, youthfamily@salcvan.org
Theresa Swanson, Children’s Choir Director, theresaswanson@live.com
Kimbree Brown, Preschool Director, preschool@salcvan.org
Amy McCann, Office Manager, officemanager@salcvan.org
Michelle Veazie, Office Assistant, officeassistant@salcvan.org
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For more information about St. Andrew
Lutheran Certified Nature Explore Preschool visit: salcvan.org/
preschool. Recognized by the Evergreen
Pubic Schools as an Evergreen Early Learning Partner.
St. Andrew Christian Preschool serves children ages
2—5. For more information contact the Preschool Director,
Kimbree Brown.
Call Us: Preschool Phone: (360) 892-7210
Email Us: preschool@salcvan.org
Preschool Staff
Kim Bennett, Kendra Bizeau, Lori Edenfield, Bethany Emerson, Kimberly Ewalt, Lisa
Fairman, Becky Jones, Kristi Mullen, Jaime Salyers, Jill Taylor, Daisy Worsencroft and
Jillian Worthington.
Check us out on Facebook! facebook.com/st.andrew.christian.preschool
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