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This Moments of Inspiration is for the Bialystoker Synagogue. My own reflections of Simchas Torah. Throughout the week we can say our Bakashos, our specific thoughts and desires to the Ribono shel Olam but not on Shabbos and Yom Tov. Yet while holding the Sefer Torah standing amongst the joyful mispallim and the Rav of the Bialystoker with their spirited singing and dancing it was challenging not to want to beseech H with many hopes for the future. Standing by the Bimah holding on to one of the polls under the “Chupah” was truly special. The night before on Simchas Torah the Chabad men and boys who came all the way from Crown Heights as they do every year added to the spirit of Simchas Torah. The warmth, the joy, the spirit of the Yom Tov can truly be felt in the shul. The men, women and children of the Bialystoker and our neighborhood are truly special and they bring much goodness to the shul. It is they who are inspiring especially Rav Menachem Tuchman shlita and his Rebbetzin Leslie, the wonderful Gabbaim Donnie Adler and the Honorable Shlomo Hagler together with his two sons, Yehuda and Ashie, who without any fanfare prepare the kiddush every Shabbos and Yom Tov. Looking back at the Yamim Noraim the mixture of the mispallim from diverse backgrounds is a testament of how special the seviva, the spiritual ambiance was with Donnie Adler giving to as many of the guests the honor of opening the curtain to the Holy Ark. Two years ago I bid for the honor of Chasan Bereishis standing under the Talis Chupa, little did I know that two years later I will be standing under the Chupah B E H, Please G getting married to a wonderful woman from Baltimore MD. The wedding will be taking place in Baltimore on November 2nd. It will be a relatively small size with the Chupah in a well known shul and the dinner in a local restaurant. If it would be possible, I would be honored to invite the entire mispallim from the Bialystoker Synagogue and many from the neighborhood but we are being respectful of the wallet and pocketbook, keeping expenses down. There would be a way to overcome that and that would be to follow a certain community where guests are requested to make reservations as if going out to dinner. However that is not something we would want to do. I personally want to thank all of those who have been giving me their mazel tov, their good wishes and blessings for me and my wife to be, Devorah and look forward to greeting and meeting all the wonderful members of our community. I have been asked this question and will respond, my wife to be is moving to our community to my apartment and we will become frequent travelers going to Baltimore periodically to her house in Baltimore to be with family and her very close friends and neighbors, many who I already met when they hosted a vort the Sunday after we had a family lechaim in New York when we announced our engagement. Moments of Inspiration is something everyone can have and be proud of. Once again, I want to thank all of my local readers my sincere gratitude for being so kind and caring and for all of your well wishes. May each and every one of you be blessed with much kindness, goodness, health, happiness and a meaningful relationship with the Ribono shel Olam. 
Sincerely, Rabbi Yehuda Blank
