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Hutto Evangelical Lutheran Church (HELC), originally organized as the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hutto in 1892, is the oldest existing church in old town Hutto and has played a central role in the agricultural, cultural, and spiritual history of Williamson County. Rather than world-famous celebrities, the church’s legacy was built by key founders, pioneering pastors, community leaders, and local historical figures who shaped both the congregation and the town of Hutto.

Written by Mike Fowler and photographed by Ron Whitfield, Hutto Lutheran Church: 1892–1992: A Century of Community & Faith commemorates the centennial anniversary of HELC in 1992. Click on the QR code for access to the book. 

Key Historical Highlights
· The church was organized on June 14, 1892, under the leadership of August Swenson after settlers met at a local schoolhouse to plan a congregation. The members adopted the constitution of the Augustana Synod. 
· The original church, built in 1892 on Short Street near the Nelson and Swenson Gin, was destroyed by a tornado on July 21, 1894, just two years after our inception. A second church was quickly built on the same site, but the growing congregation soon outgrew it at the turn of the century. The third and present church building was dedicated on the last Sunday of July 1902. 
· Services were initially conducted entirely in Swedish. English services were introduced once a month in 1929, and Swedish services were fully phased out during World War II in the early 1940s. 
· In August 1984, the HELC Day Care was opened in the Parish Hall to extend the church's ministry into the community, later expanding into its own dedicated facility. 
· Members of the church have maintained deep civic involvement, including decades of continuous service in the office of the Mayor of Hutto by congregation members such as Carl Stern, Edmund Schmidt, Jeff Phillips, and Mike Fowler.
Hutto Lutheran Church: Key Historical Figures & Leaders
· August and Johanna Swenson: immigrated to the Hutto area, where August established himself as a successful local farmer and carpenter. Together with their family, they helped lay the area's agricultural and spiritual foundations, notably leading the effort to organize HELC in 1892.
· Augusta and Carl Stromberg: granddaughter of August Swenson, early champion to HELC. Over her more than 100 years of life, she contributed to Hutto's growth by managing local farmland that eventually provided land for modern municipal and residential development in the city. 
· Carl and Marie Lidell: Carl served as county commissioner. Together with their family, they were deeply devoted to the HELC community, where Carl served as a Sunday school teacher, president of the church council and coordinator of Swedish events after WWII.
· Carl & Lois Stern: Carl served 41 years in Hutto municipal roles (Mayor, City Council, Chief Financial advisor) and as Church Financial Secretary. Lois co-chaired the 100th anniversary celebration. Their legacy is commemorated via Carl Stern Boulevard.    
· Edmund (Ed) and Julia Schmidt: Served 20 years as Mayor of Hutto and nearly 3 decades in elected civic office. He operated the Red and White grocery store for nearly 40 years, established a local Germania Insurance chapter, and was a 55-year Lions club charter member. A major corridor bears his name. 
· Mike and Donna Fowler: Served 25 years in Hutto city government (councilman, municipal park lands), inaugural chair of the City of Hutto Historic Preservation Commission, Williamson County Historical Commission, original chair of the Hutto Heritage Foundation, founder of the Hutto Chamber of Commerce, founder of Hutto’s iconic concrete Hippo statue tradition, secured Hutto's first long-term water agreement and 1-million-gallon storage facility in 2003, secured over $3 million in state and federal grants, helped secure extended metro telephone service connecting Hutto to Austin, secured key properties for Fritz Park, Hutto Lake, the ESD fire station, the historic Co-Op, and startup funds for the library and authored multiple historic books. 
· Nadine and Dennis Johnson: Dedicated educator in the Hutto Independent School District for decades. In 2005, Hutto Primary School was renamed Nadine Johnson Elementary School in her honor. 
· Gus and Peggy Almquist: served for 17 years as a member of the Hutto Independent School District (HISD) Board of Trustees, guiding key decisions on district growth and facility development. Almquist Middle School was named in his honor.  
Hutto Lutheran Church Today
· HELC operates under the mission statement: "We are one body in Christ, sent in faith to share the love of God through worship, service, fellowship and witness."
· Key Leadership: Led by Pastor Amanda Ullrich and Office Manager Angela Romo. The Congregational Church Council serves as the board of directors, meeting monthly. 
· Welcoming Statement: The church welcomes all people regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, belief, income level, or education. 
Worship & Music
· Services: Sunday morning worship with Holy Communion is held at 10:30 AM and live-streamed on YouTube. Midweek services and community meals are offered during Advent and Lent. 
· Children in Worship: Features children's worship bags, a "Wiggle Time" enrichment program led by certified adults, and a lay-led Children's Sermon program. 
Christian Education & Youth
· Sunday Classes: Sunday School options are available for adults, youth, and children at 9:00 AM, along with a two-year Confirmation program and a multi-generational "Sunday School Round Up" and "Bible Stories in the Park" programming at Fritz park on Mondays
· Active Teams: Eight ministry teams drive church life: Worship and Music, Christian Education, Fellowship, Outreach, Property and Cemetery, Stewardship and Finance, Communications, and a Fundraising Committee. 
· Outreach & Care: Programs include the "Feeding the 5000" free community breakfast (1st and 3rd Saturdays), Prayer Shawl Ministry, Card Ministry, Funeral Ministry, and homebound breakfast bag deliveries. This ministry began in June of 2015. 
· Quilting: The Knot Perfect Quilters create handmade quilts for Lutheran World Relief. 
Partner Organizations & Campus Activities
· Hutto Resource Center (HRC): A separate nonprofit housed in the church building providing food and financial assistance on select Saturdays. In 2007 HELC began a food pantry. In 2018 that food pantry officially became a separate non-profit organization called the Hutto Resource Center. 
· The Arc of the Capitol Area: Provides weekday education and opportunities for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities in the 502 Ministry Center. Began meeting on the HLC campus in July of 2022. 
· Scouting: Cub Scout Pack 912 began meeting at Hutto Lutheran in 2009. 
· 4H: The Hutto 4H group began meeting at HELC in September of 2022. 
· Community Wellness: Weekly yoga classes are held in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday evenings. This group began in 2012.  

image1.png




