
At-home Devotion for Ash Wednesday 

GATHER 

Gather in silence. Take a few moments to pause and take a deep breath. Light a candle. 

 

In the name of God the Father, ☩  the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayer: 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of 
all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly turning away from 
our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Reading: Joel 2:12-13 
12Yet even now, says the Lord, 

  return to me with all your heart, 

 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

  13rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

 Return to the Lord, your God, 

  for he is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

  and relents from punishing. 

 

Confession: 

Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we 
have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. Restore us, O 
God, and let your anger depart from us. Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. Amen. 

 

       (over) 

 



Imposition of Ashes: 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a sign of 
our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are 
we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Mark your hand or forehead in the sign of a cross with the ashes. If you are with others, mark 
a cross for one another, saying: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
Invitation to Lent: 
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ 
passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. 
We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in 
harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and 
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists 
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the 
discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and 
works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey 
through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 

Closing Reflection: 

Spend time in quiet reflection as you listen to this hymn, Be Thou My Vision.  

 

You can scan this QR code with your phone or search YouTube for ‘Be Thou My 
Vision’ and listen to a version of your choosing. 

 

 

Blessing:  

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  

Peace be with you on your Lenten journey. 


