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Dear Members and Friends of the Congregational Church of Plainville, 

Let me get straight to the point. I’ve recently informed Council of my resignation as your pastor. The effective date for this will be November 5, 2025.  

Now, I know this news is unexpected, sad news to many of you. I feel you deserve to know why.

First, we plan on moving back to New York State after Corey graduates in June. Corey needs to be around family and experience deeper connections with his family. While we appreciate our lives here, Connecticut is not home. Ministry is tough work, and being home would bring more laughter and levity, easing things a bit. 
Why November and not June? Well, my intuition tells me that this Christmas will be my mother’s last. I missed my father’s last days. I don’t want to miss my mother’s. I’d like to spend more time with her, mend some fences, and help my siblings care for her. So, I’ll be spending extended periods in New York beginning in November. 

Lastly, I need to take a break emotionally, spiritually, and physically before I enter my next position whatever that may be. Folks sometimes ask me how I’m doing, and in the moment, I say fine, and in the moment I am. The work is not about me anyway. But behind the scenes, under the hood, if you will, I’m worn out and need some time to heal and restore my physical and mental health.

As for the sadness and grief some of you feel or will feel, that is to be expected and is normal. I feel it, too. I know for some of you this news comes on top of greater grief. I hurt knowing this news hurts you. But I really need to take care of myself body, mind, and soul for the sake of my family.

Others will feel the need to rush ahead to next steps. That is okay, too. But I’d encourage you to first sit with the questions for a little bit if merely to be with those who in this moment are only capable of sorrow or disappointment. 

Wherever you are, know this: in the end, as Bob Marley sings, “every little thing’s going to be alright.” That’s our faith!

Be assured, Council and the regional conference minister are already on it, planning for steps ahead. I believe there will be a meeting on September 21st after service with the regional conference minister, Rev. Charlotte Wright. The Southern New England Conference has great resources to help Council with next steps. Again, things will be alright.

CCP’s 175th Anniversary is evidence that you will survive. CCP has made it through a Civil War, national Reconstruction, two world wars and a few local wars, a Great Depression, and civil unrest, with changes in pastoral leadership here all along the way. CCP will make it through this transition as well. Resilience is part of the Church’s DNA. 

In the days ahead, we will have time to process the transition, and commiserate, too. I’ll be available afterward or in the days ahead if you need to talk. 

Please know I love you all in Christ and pray that the eternal things of our faith will move in your heart and guide your steps moving forward.
I offer a prayer to close my words:


O God, life is unpredictable. It can bring us unexpected turns, turns that sometimes sadden us. For others, these unexpected turns bring questions and a need to solve a problem. Help us, O God, to sit with the sad truths and accompanying questions and know you are with us. Reassure us that everything indeed will be alright in the end. Help us as we move through these next months. Bring us your compassion, your comfort, your strength, and your sense of peace. Remind us that your church is resilient by nature. Remind us as well that despite the reality of departures, we will remain spiritually united as members of your church no matter what. Guide us, support us, show us the way, O loving God, for it’s in your name we pray, Amen.


In Christ,
Rev Don
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