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The Cathedral Choir of Christ Church, Oxford, visited Emmanuel Episcopal Church

in La Grange on April 13.

_xford choir performs
2 lLa Gurange chiurch

Mike Ellis

LA GRANGE—Several hun-
dred people were temporarily
transported to England when
the Cathedral Choir of Christ
Church, Oxford, performed
sacred choral masterworks at
Emmanuel Episcopal Church
on April 13.

The university that gave
the world Wickliff, Halley,
Locke, Whately and a bevy of
other bright and distinguished
luminaries that added their
luster to manifola branches
of learning, showcased its
cathedral boys® choir under
the directior of Dr. Stephen
Darlington. also.a professor
of music iv: the university.

The choir commenced the
evening with ¢ capella selec-
tions from the Renaissence
period by sohn Sheppard anc
William syed, the iafter of
whom was one of the fore-
nost composers of his age.

The boys produced tran-
scendent harmonies in sing-
ing the Kyrie and Gloria
movements of Byrd’s Mass
Jfor Four Voices.

" Then, organist Clive Drisk-
ill-Smith amazed the audi-
ence with a technically pre-
cise rendition of Mozart’s
“Fantasia” for organ in f mi-
nor, K. 608, the composer’s
only work in the professional
organist’s repertoire.

The choir then closed out
the remainder of the first half
of its concert with the Sanc-
tus, Benedictus and Agnus
Dei from Byrd’s Mass for
Four Voices, coupled with a
choral work of Baroque com-
p‘usc‘r Henry Purcell, ““hou
knowest, Lord.”

After the intermission, the
bays returned with Handel’s
resounc.ag  choral  master-
work, ihe ¢ onation anthem
“Zadok Priest,” with
Oriskill-Smith  playing tae
accompanying orchestral

the

parts of the work on the or-
gan, followed by an addition-
al Purcell sclection, “Blow up
the trumpet.”

The spotlight then shifted
to Driskill-Smith, who daz-
zled his listeners with a per-
tormance of the final move-
ment of Louis Vierne’s third
symbhony for organ. (Vierne
was a composer of the late
Romantic period.)

For its final three numbers,
the choir returned to the is-.
land from the European con-
tinent in delivering works by
Charles Hubert Hastings Par-
ry and Charles Villiers Stan-
ford, a pair of British com-
posers of the tate Romantic
era.

The rich harmonics of
Stanford’s  “Justorum  ani-
mae” and “7e Deun” in 3
rlat Major rcundad out the
concert.

The choir’s performance at
T nmanuei formed part of iis
2018 United States tour.



