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ANNUAL MEETING WELCOME FROM THE RECTOR  

Dear Calvary Parish, 
 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1 
 
This past March, a virus invisible to the human eye overtook our world and changed life as we know it. We as 
people of faith understand that God’s power, immortal and invisible, is our great assurance in the face of the 
pandemic. 
 
We have temporarily lost so many of the things we hold dear: the visceral experience of live music and 
congregational singing, the sound of another’s footsteps coming up the stairs into the church, children’s 
voices resounding through the building, the taste and touch of Holy Communion are just a few. We need the 
conviction of things not seen now more than ever. 
 
So many of you have remained dedicated to “being the church” in 2020. You have welcomed the church into 
your living rooms week in and week out. You have committed to Zoom Coffee Hours and Adult Education. 
Our children have engaged in Godly Play and virtual “feasts,” learning the great stories of our faith digitally. 
Our teens have gathered via Zoom and engaged scripture, church traditions, and contemporary culture in 
ways that make sense of this unsteady and confusing world. We have joined in celebrating the life of music 
that enlivens us in ways that remind us that God’s song cannot be silenced. 
 
As we remember 2020 and look ahead to 2021, I invite you to prayerfully give thanks for the ways we have, 
by faith, persevered as a church in the past year. Generations past, for millennia before us, have endured and 
vanquished pandemic, famine, peril, and sword.  
 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1 

 

Faithfully, 

  

The Reverend Allison English 

Rector 
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ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA                                                                                                                                                      
 

Opening Prayer 
 

PROCEDURE AND RECORDS 
 

Action: Recording Secretary to the Annual Meeting 

Action: Minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting 

Action: Roll Call of Qualified Electors 
 

 

BUSINESS: 
 

Report: Right to Vote and Process of Election 

Report: Nominating Process and Nominated Class 
 

NOMINEES FOR VESTRY (TWO FOR THREE-YEAR TERMS) 

Elect Two:   Dr. Megan Rich Mr. Brian Quay 

NOMINEES FOR VESTRY OFFICERS  

Elect one for each category: 

 Senior Warden Mr. Paul Davis 

 Junior Warden Mr. Tom Bible   

NOMINEES FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION  

Elect Four: Ms. Miriam Bible    Mr. Tom Bible   Mr. J J Engelbert   Ms. Miriam McKenney 

 

ACTION:  ELECTION OF VESTRY AND OFFICERS  

 

SENIOR WARDEN’S COMMENTS –  MR. PAUL DAVIS 

 

RECTOR’S COMMENTS  -THE REVEREND ALLISON ENGLISH 

 

REPORT:  TREASURER’S REPORT AND PRESENTATION OF THE BUDGET BY BOB SMITH 

 

TIME FOR QUESTIONS 

 

ACTION:  ADJOURNMENT, BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  
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2020 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES                                                                                                                                                        
It was determined that there was a quorum of church members present. 
 
Opening Prayer:  The Reverend Allison English 
   
2020 Meeting Agenda Approved by acclamation. 
 
Procedure and Records:  Helene Ault was declared the Secretary of the Annual Meeting. 
 
Welcome:  The Reverend Allison English 
 
2019 Annual Meeting Minutes:  Approved 
 
Before moving on to the formal process of electing Vestry and delegates to the convention Bob Smith and 
Helene Ault were recognized for their service as Vestry Members. 
   
Nominees for Vestry Officers 
 Senior Warden        Paul Davis 
 Junior Warden        Tom Bible 
 Call for nominations from the floor but there were no floor nominees. 
 The Senior and Junior Wardens were elected by a unanimous vote. 
 
Election of New Members for the Class of 2023 
 Nominees (Three for three year terms) 
 Ms. Janet Keller Mr. Chip Montrose  Ms. Susan Skidmore 
 Call for nominations from the floor but there were no floor nominees. 
 The nominated individuals were elected by a unanimous vote. 
 
Election of Diocesan Convention Delegates 
 Nominees (4 for one year terms) 
 Ms.  Maggie Davis     Mr. Paul Davis       Mr. Eric Landen   Ms. Allison Logan 
 Call for nominations from the floor but there were no floor nominees. 
 The nominated individuals were elected by a unanimous vote. 
 
Rector’s Comments:  See below 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Presentation of the Budget by Eric Landen:  See Attached. 
 
Adjournment was declared by the Reverend Allison English.  A blessing and dismissal followed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: Helene Ault, Clerk of Vestry 
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VESTRY AND 2021 CONVENTION DELEGATE NOMINEES  

CURRENT OFFICERS 

Class of 2022    Class of 2023                        Class of 2024 

Ms. Tammy Bowman  Ms. Janet Keller                      Ms. Megan Rich  

Mr. JJ Engelbert   Mr. Chip Montrose   Mr. Brian Quay 

Mr. Eric Landen   Ms. Susan Skidmore 

   

Ms. Kelsey Logan    

       

Senior Warden (incumbent) 
Mr. Paul Davis 
 
Junior Warden (incumbent) 
Mr. Tom Bible 
 

NOMINEES FOR VESTRY 

The following person has been nominated for election for a three-year term to the Vestry.                   

Two will be elected for the Class of 2024. See next page for Nominee statements. 

Dr. Megan Rich   Mr. Brian Quay 

NOMINEES FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATES IN 20 21  

   (ELECT FOUR) 

Ms. Miriam Hill     Mr. Tom Bible    Mr. J. J. Engelbert    Ms. Miriam McKenney 
 

SENIOR WARDEN MR. PAUL DAVIS 

I live with my wife Maggie Davis in Mason.  Our children are grown, but between us we have ten 

grandchildren.  We have been members of Calvary for approximately fifteen years, and I attend both the 9:30 

and 10:30 service.  In the spring of 2019, I retired from the faculty at Cincinnati State after 33 years.  As your 

senior warden, and delegate to the Diocesan Convention, I hope to continue to serve, and represent our 

parish in any way necessary to make Calvary a spiritual and enjoyable place to worship for parishioners of all 

ages.  While at Calvary I have been active in the Tender Mercies Ministry and a reader at the 10:30 

service.  As a member of the vestry and as the senior warden I have spent a significant amount of my time on 

the Safety and Security Team.  Calvary has played an important part of my spiritual growth.  During the 
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turbulent times we live in I have used Calvary as a place to find peace and meaning in my everyday life, and to 

find a deeper understanding of my Christian faith.  To be perfectly honest this biography is virtually the same 

as last years, but there is one major difference.  During 2020 Calvary has played an important part in helping 

me get through the pandemic and constant turmoil.  Even though it has all looked very differently, Calvary has 

helped me get through this year spiritually, and that will be one of the positives during this unbelievable year.     

JUNIOR WARDEN AND DIOCESAN DELEGATE MR. TOM BIBLE  

Tom has been a member of Calvary Episcopal Church since 2000. Prior to that he was a member at Church of 

Our Savior, Cincinnati and Church of the Messiah, Santa Ana California, from 1987 to 1990, where he was a 

Vestry member. He was confirmed during that time. Tom and Miriam Hill were married in 1980 at Saint 

Michael and All Angels. They have three children, Elizabeth, Leo and Madeline. Leo and Lisa were married at 

Calvary and are blessed their first child, Levi born February 2019. 

Tom, who is licensed as a civil engineer and an architect, has taught in the School of Architecture and Interior 

Design, DAAP, UC since 1990 after having a similar position at Miami University for 6 years and being in 

professional practice for 11 years. He is an engineer by nature and can hardly write a sentence without 

inserting a few numbers. 

Tom is an Eagle Scout and has the Wood Badge and the Silver Beaver Award from Boy Scouts. He has been an 

Assistant Scout Master forever and has led the troop on a Philmont Trek, something we are planning on doing 

again in 2020. He is on the Board of Review for the American Lumber Standards Association having been the 

Chairman of the National Grading Rule Committee for a quarter of a century.    

Tom and Miriam attend the 9:30 service regularly; our children have outgrown it, but we have not. Tom 

served on the Rector Search Committee, which resulted in the call to Reverend Allison English. His spiritual 

gifts are wisdom and humor (ideally dispensed in equal measure) and miracles (recognizing, not creating.) 

Tom was the Junior Warden for the last year during which black mold grew in the basement, the air-

conditioning in Hannaford Hall failed, the a-c in the Sanctuary needed replacing, and the boiler in Calvary 

House failed. All have been replaced or will be soon. Next year will offer a similar set of unknown challenges.  

"I am deeply committed to finding Christ within each member of Calvary and demonstrating that grace to the 

world through our prayers, words and actions. As Junior Warden I will be the people’s warden for all 

parishioners helping to assure that your voice is heard and your place secure within Calvary.” 

VESTRY NOMINEE DR. MEGAN RICH  

I have served on the vestry for the past 3 years and it would be my pleasure to serve a second term. I also 

serve on the Outreach team. My kids – Gwen, 12, and Quin, 9 – love being part of Godly Play, and my 

daughter is looking forward to joining the Youth Group soon. My husband, Ben, is also a member of our 

church. We live here in Clifton. Outside of Calvary, I am a family physician and associate professor at UC with 

a passion for training new doctors in primary care of under-served communities.  



     Calvary Episcopal Church 

 

 

8 

Annual Meeting January 31, 2021 

VESTRY NOMINEE MR. BRAIN QUAY 

My family and I began attending the 9:30 service in March of 2018. After deciding to call Calvary home, my 

wife, Shannon, and I wanted to find a way to invest in and commit to the church, and I served a one-year term 

on Vestry in 2020. I am a Research Economist for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and 

Shannon and I have been married for 11 years and have two boys, Shepherd (6 years old) and August (3). 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATE MS. MIRIAM HILL 

Calvary is an important community for me.  I have attended church here since Boy Scout Troop 161 came in 

2000.  I’m a recently retired occupational therapist after 23 years working with Cincinnati Public Schools. 

Mother of 3 and grandmother of 2. I have been active with Altar Guild and food for Tender Mercies and 

Interfaith Hospitality Network. Currently delivering Calvary donations to St. Andrews Food Pantry.  I am 

gratefully learning how to walk in faith on a continuous path of challenge, conversation and actions. Happy to 

serve the community as I am able and needed.  

DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATE MR. J.J. ENGELBERT 

J.J. is a lifelong Episcopalian and has been a member of Calvary for 8 years. He was raised in the congregation 
at Christ Church Glendale. After serving many years as counselors at Procter, he and his wife Sally helped 
start the summer camping program at the Barbara C. Harris Camp & Conference Center for the Diocese of 
Massachusetts. Returning to the Cincinnati area to be closer to their extended families, they now live in 
Westwood with their four children. J.J. works at HELP Heating & Cooling, and is a very active member of the 
9:30 Worship Committee. 
 
J.J. became active at Calvary after leaving Christ Church Cathedral where he served as the Youth & Young 
Adult Minister for three years. 
 
Multiple people have suggested I would be a good edition to Vestry and it has been my experience that this is 
how a call to ministry usually starts. I believe my knowledge of facilities maintenance, my attention to detail, 
and my commitment to furthering the mission of the Church to be a welcoming place to all people, would 
allow me to be a useful member of the vestry. 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATE MS. MIRIAM MCKENNEY 

 
Miriam McKenney serves as Youth Minister to Calvary’s youth grades 7-12. She also serves as Director of 
Development and Mission Engagement at Forward Movement. Miriam, David, and their three daughters 
began attending Calvary in 2003. She’s been in the choir, on vestry, a Godly Play teacher, and a volunteer in 
sundry ways. She is on the Becoming Beloved Community leadership team, Commission on Ministry, and the 
Reparations Task Force in the Diocese of Southern Ohio.  
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MINISTRY REPORTS 

ADULT EDUCATION, BY THE REVEREND ALLISON R. ENGLISH        

Adult Education 

Calvary’s Adult Education has been bolstered by the capacity to gather online via Zoom. We began 2020 
celebrating Reverend Olivia's Advent Prayer Partners & completing the Rector's Book Study on The Way of 
Love. We began the traditional Lenten program in Hannaford Hall, exploring the foundations of Christian 
belief. The onslaught of the pandemic ground that to a halt. We pivoted and switched to an online format and 
were able to explore the following areas of Christian education: 

Scripture  

• Spring Study of 1 Peter (18 participants) 

Faith and Culture  

• Waking Up White with author Debby Irving (100 participants) 

• Subsequent monthly meetings on the topic of Becoming Beloved Community & anti-racism (4 to 22 
participants) 

• Youth Group-led Adult Forum on This Book is Anti-racist (27 participants) 

Christian Tradition 

• Late Summer Study of Faith Foundations - Baptismal Theology and the Episcopal Church Tradition (5-
12 participants) 

Theology 

• Advent Study: Advent of the Heart by Alfred Delp (24 participants) 

The Rector and Associate Rector teamed up to prepare and teach the lessons throughout the year. We were 
able to bring Debby Irving, a sought-after speaker and author to Calvary virtually in a way we never would 
have imagined in pre-pandemic times. 

Respectfully submitted by The Reverend Allison English 

 

CALVARY CONNECTION AND COMMUNITY  BY THE REVEREND ALLISON R. 

ENGLISH       

 

Starting in late March, the Rector assigned all active members of the parish to Calvary Connection Circles. 
Seven circles of 12-14 households make up the Connection Circles of the parish. Connection Circles 
members have been calling, e-mailing, “Zooming,” and texting one another ever since. 

Intern Nathan Harpine instituted the “Zoom Coffee Hour,” which continues after each worship service on 
Sunday mornings. Members and newcomers all gather in a Zoom Room and spend 8-10 minutes in breakout 
groups of 3-4 checking in with one another weekly. 
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Jane Paraskevopoulos started a vital pastoral ministry of driving the Forward Day by Day devotionals to the 
doorsteps of parishioners seeking the resource quarterly with her grandson. 

The Stewardship Committee delivered love in the form a heart you can squeeze for a hug from Calvary. 

Online Worship has provided unexpected ways to connect in community, with around 30-40 households 
connecting live via Facebook each week. The comment feed has been a way to check in, celebrate milestones, 
engage the children of the parish, and offer prayer requests on a weekly basis. An average of 120 people view 
online worship at some point on Sunday either via Facebook or the Website. 

Outdoor Fellowship 

Calvary had a few opportunities to safely gather in masks at at a distance in 2020. Calvary Feast Day on 
September 13 drew almost 70 parishioners to play, pray, worship and eat pre-packaged meals together. 
Kelsey Logan, Tom Bible, and Gary Garmon made this event come to life. 

Blessing of the Animals gathered around 35 parishioners to celebrate all creatures great and small in early 
October. 

Family Picnic at Mt. Storm Park drew another 35 parishioners in late October thanks to Susan Skidmore’s 
vision. 

Worship for All Saints’ Sunday and the Christmas Eve Outdoor Stations of the Nativity and Display 
provided an opportunity to safely gather, greet our fellow parishioners, and pray together. Thanks to Kelsey 
Logan, Janet Keller, Miriam Hill, and Tom Bible for setting it all up! 

Thank you to all of you who have been part of Calvary’s Community, Connection, and Christian Education in the past 
year. We’ve been brave and bold in continuing ministry in ways we never could have dreamed could be possible! 

Respectfully submitted by The Reverend Allison English 

 

ASSOCIATE RECTOR’S REPORT BY THE REVEREND OLIVIA R. HAMILTON  
             
               The year began with a significant milestone: my ordination to the priesthood. I was (and continue to be) 
deeply moved by Calvary’s support and the ways in which this community has formed me as a new priest. 
Shortly after my ordination, however, life for all of us drastically changed as COVID-19 took root. My 
carefully laid plans for my first year as a priest radically shifted as worship moved online and in-person 
fellowship came to a halt. However, in this “new normal” I have been so grateful for the Calvary leadership 
team and how we’ve all come together to produce meaningful opportunities for folks to worship, learn, and 
connect. 
 Two major highlights of my year were the “Waking Up White” forum and the Alfred Delp Advent study, 
both of which were inspired by books I had read in seminary. I have discerned that adult education/formation 
is a place of significant satisfaction and energy for me. Additionally, I was fortunate to serve as the clergy 
liaison for the Outreach Committee this fall, and accompanied them through a process of discernment that 
ultimately led to major gifts being given to Bethany House and Interfaith Hospitality Network. I am proud of 
the work we did and moved by the generous spirit of this parish. Other significant opportunities have 
included being mentored by Rev. Allison, continuing to develop my voice as a preacher and liturgist, and 
learning to lead our online worship.  



     Calvary Episcopal Church 

 

 

11 

Annual Meeting January 31, 2021 

 The end of the year brought yet another big change -- the arrival of our daughter Scarlett. Again, I am 
incredibly grateful for the support and love shown to us by the Calvary community through this season. I look 
forward to continuing to deepen in relationship with each of you in the coming year, and continuing to serve 
God together in creative and life-giving ways.  
 

CHOIR AND MUSIC  BY MR. HOWARD HELVEY 

 
General Music Program (10:30 service) and Choir 
 
The musical life of Calvary Church certainly extends beyond its identity with the Choir and the 10:30 AM 
weekly Sunday service, but those are the areas I primarily oversee, so they are the main topics of this report. 
 
As was the case for all ministry areas and facets of life, virtually everything, due to COVID-19, was upended in 
2020 following from the middle of March onward.   
 
At the beginning of the year, the Calvary Choir had 21 active members.  The customary Thursday-evening 
rehearsal and Sunday morning 9:45 AM call for the 10:30 service remained in place until Sunday, March 8, 
which was the final time the Choir was involved live in a 2020 liturgy.  Appropriately, Psalm 121 was chanted 
that morning. 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills;  
   from where is my help to come? 
My help comes from the LORD, 
   the maker of heaven and earth. 

 
On a personal note, I was grateful for the Choir’s involvement (along with several members of the Cincinnati 
Fusion Ensemble) in my father’s memorial service at Calvary Church on Saturday, February 1.  My father, 
William, died on December 12, 2019, and a memorial celebration was also held near Columbia, Missouri 
(where he had resided since the mid-1960s) on Sunday afternoon, January 26.  My mother was able to travel 
from Missouri to the Cincinnati memorial. 
 
An annual tradition continued in February in Hannaford Hall: the Cincinnati Fusion Ensemble’s valentine’s 
fundraiser evening, If Music Be the Food of Love. 
 
A contingency of eighteen Calvary Choir members and a few connected friends were scheduled to join a 
festival choir of 170+ singers for a concert at Carnegie Hall in New York City on Sunday, March 15.  As the 
result of a December 2018 invitation from MidAmerica Productions, I was to conduct eight of my choral 
works at this concert, and Mareena Boosrama Ball (Tuscon, Arizona) was to conduct the Schubert Mass in G 
Major.  About 45 members of Cincinnati’s Winton Woods High School Varsity Singers were also to be part of 
the festival choir, so a large amount of individual and collective preparation effort took place in late 2019 and 
early 2020, culminating in a well-attended Carnegie “preview” concert presented at Calvary Church on 
Sunday evening, February 23.  After many of the participants were already in New York City preparing for the 
first combined rehearsal scheduled for March 13 with the festival choir, Carnegie Hall announced on March 
12 that they would be closed immediately due to COVID-19.  The March 15 concert was naturally cancelled, 
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and was rescheduled twice (in February and June 2021) and seriously considered for 2022, but ultimately it 
was decided that the entire endeavor would be cancelled.  Contributions to this decision included: 
uncertainties regarding safety measures and the COVID vaccine roll-out timeline; fears that Carnegie Hall 
would continue to be closed; travel and lodging complications (especially for the 120+ high school students 
involved); and the extreme difficulties for the high school singer participants regarding moving the concert 
date potentially over two years later than the originally-scheduled one (due to graduations, only a fraction of 
the original participants would be eligible). 
 
As a way for the Calvary Choir to continue connecting following our inability to meet and sing in person, we 
began having weekly Zoom gatherings during the customary Thursday-evening rehearsal time.  It isn’t 
possible to sing together on Zoom, but it proved to be a lovely way to stay connected with one another.  In 
fact, one of the silver linings of the social isolation is that choir members actually bonded and conversed more 
with each other than we would have during a normal season.  Although we convened weekly on Zoom for a 
couple of months, it was mutually decided that we would move to meeting every two weeks.  On a couple of 
occasions, I invited former Choral Scholars to be special guests.  They included Gerald Gurss and Kirsten 
Smith, and the Choir enjoyed finding out what they have been doing since their time in Cincinnati and at 
Calvary. 
 
The Zoom platform (streamed live to Facebook and on the parish website) quickly became the way Calvary 
Church facilitated online worship.  There were a few Sundays in mid/late March and early April when 
Facebook Live itself was used to stream worship from the chancel (with only three or four live 
participants/leaders), but diocesan guidelines shortly thereafter prohibited in-person, in-building gatherings.  
For many weeks, 10:30 AM Morning Prayer was facilitated by all participants leading from their individual 
homes, thus masks were not necessary.  Through the spring and summer, I alternated broadcasting music 
elements from the Cincinnati Fusion Ensemble Institute of Music (in Greenhills), from my home, or from 
Calvary Church.  Initially piano (or organ) voluntaries were performed live, and a choral anthem was 
presented via recording.  Eventually, parishioners or individual members of the Calvary Choir served as 
cantors/soloists, and led the singing of the appointed psalm (in Anglican Chant) and at least one hymn 
appropriate to the Lectionary readings.  Early on, a rather complicated scenario (emailing pre-recorded piano 
or organ .mp3 files to singers, who, in turn, recorded voice-over) was used to render hymns and songs sung 
remotely, but eventually live collaboration (distanced, masked) was facilitated.  It was a pleasure to work with 
Family Service Musicians Bradley Kauffman and, beginning in October, Danny Mylott.  Care was taken by 
everyone to ensure proper licensing of any copyrighted music/words streamed using a combination of these 
agencies: RiteSeries.org, OneLicense.net, and CCLI.  Licensing for me to use third-party or publisher-
produced recordings of most of my own choral anthems had been secured in some cases long ago, so I often 
selected from a variety of my original choral works and arrangements.  It gave me an opportunity to utilize 
many anthems that I’d never otherwise be able to program with the Calvary Choir (or elsewhere) in a normal 
season.  
 
With the goal of keeping hymnody alive and relevant, almost all of the live vocal solos (supported by organ or 
piano) were fairly straight-forward hymns—as opposed to other sacred songs, arrangements, etc.  
PowerPoint was used to produce a variety of screen graphics to support each hymn, psalm, and anthem—
often with visual imagery drawn from my photography of Calvary’s architecture and Cincinnati landmarks, or 
my father’s artwork.  Except for the gathering music, I usually provided a brief verbal introduction to each 
psalm setting, hymn, and anthem; this would often include historical context, significance of the text or music 
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in its relation to the Lectionary, circumstances surrounding the work’s creation, and/or acknowledgement of 
the performers in the case of a recording.  
 
There were a few Sundays in the fall when 1:00 PM Morning Prayer (“Matinee”)  occurred in-person in 
Calvary’s chancel/nave, following 10:30 AM online worship.  Following diocesan guidelines, music for the in-
person gatherings was quite minimal (no singing).  Online-only gatherings were maintained as the primary or 
exclusive worship for the last three months of 2020. 
 
An outdoor late-afternoon in-person service for Calvary’s feast day, Holy Cross, was held on September 13.  
Satish Casie Chetty performed a variety of music for solo violin, and I played Calvary’s carillon live using the 
external keyboard set up temporarily in the chancel.  A violin/carillon duet was explored, but, due to technical 
limits (delay in phone/video), proved impossible. 
 
Beginning in April, I began creating and formalizing piano solos based on various hymn tunes.  Over many 
following weeks, each was performed as a voluntary in the context of online worship, and the resulting ten 
solos were published in the fall as a book/collection titled Transformations: Ten Piano Solos Based on Timeless 
Hymn Tunes (Beckenhorst Press).  The publisher had me make a companion studio recording of the book, and I 
also performed the solos, with commentary, for an online book/CD “release party” from Calvary’s chancel on 
the church’s Facebook page and website on the evening on November 15. 
 
Calvary’s beloved tradition of Lessons and Carols continued in 2020, albeit presented as a virtual service.  
The 42nd Annual Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols featured several solo members of the Cincinnati Fusion 
Ensemble providing the music elements, Calvary parishioners reciting the Lessons, and Reverends Allison 
English and Olivia Hamilton offering the prayers and blessing.   After many weeks of planning, preparation, 
video-recording, and editing, the service was premiered on Calvary’s Facebook page and website on Sunday 
evening, December 20, the Fourth Sunday of Advent.  In addition to coordinating the music elements (and 
performing several) and scheduling the lectors, I also managed the video, photography, sound, and lighting.  
Kirsten Smith served as video editor.  A detailed PDF of the entire service was made available as an online 
download.  By the end of December, the video had been viewed over 3,400 times.   
 
Also enacted virtually was Calvary’s Christmas Eve Service, which this year was a special online pageant 
premiered on Calvary’s Facebook page and website at 3:30 PM on December 24th.  In addition to creative 
involvement by various children and families, several Choir members (along with Sally Engelbert and Danny 
Mylott) individually sang hymns and carols.  Violinist Satish Casie Chetty and I collaborated as well.  A special 
thanks to Judy Gardner and Charles Miller for their video editing and production. 
 
In lieu of online Morning Prayer on December 27th, the First Sunday after Christmas, Reverend Olivia 
Hamilton, Bishop Nedi Rivera, and Danny Mylott organized and presented a live online service of Lessons and 
Carols. 
 
As was the case with many of Calvary’s ministry areas in 2020, the music program had a budget surplus for 
the year.  With the unusual available funds, purchases were made of resources and equipment including: new 
choral and vocal music, books for the music library (on church music history, liturgical planning, hymnology, 
theology, and other topics), Manhasset music stands, lights for all pianos and the organ console, singers’ 
masks (for when meeting again regularly is possible), a few replacement music folders, filing envelopes for 
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choral music, and misc. office supplies.  To help enhance online worship and video productions, a number of 
items were purchased (some of which were specifically to integrate with the HD video capabilities of my 
Nikon DSLR): microphones, microphone stands, video/audio cables, memory cards, flash drives, tripods, and a 
large photography/video ring light.  Also, evaluation was made of Calvary’s three pianos (two Steinway 
grands and one Walter upright), with repairs made as needed, including the postponed-from-2019 rebuilding 
of the pedal lyre of the 1900 Steinway Model ‘A’ in Hannaford Hall. 
 
Looking Ahead to 2021 
 
At this writing, the timeline of when choirs can gather safely again remains unknown in 2021.  Prior to the 
pandemic, plans were in place to revise the Choral Scholar program in an effort to achieve higher levels of 
musical aptitude (especially in the area of sight-reading), attendance consistency, and general engagement 
with the parish.  Potentially there will be fewer scholars, but the scholarship amount will increase.  The 
scholar positions would be open, by audition, to college/university students and non-students.  Most of our 
scholars in the last many years have been CCM music majors, and we’ve seen consistently increasing levels of 
absence due to academic schedule, auditions, travel to see out-of-town family, and other factors.   
 
As the Calvary Choir continues to meet regularly via Zoom, I hope to occasionally plan supplemental 
continuing-education opportunities in addition to the primary purpose of simply checking in with each other.  
We might incorporate guest speakers, additional former members/Scholars, or periodically join the Zoom 
meeting of other choirs in the area (or around the world!). 
 
We hope to potentially purchase new filing cabinets for consolidated storage of choral music; the current 
system has been outgrown for many years.  The present disparate system parallels the music area’s need for 
more useable space in general—both for storage of books, music stands, etc., and potentially a dedicated 
rehearsal area.   
 
The organ is scheduled to have significant maintenance and enhancements made beginning in February 2021.  
A principal project will involve the replacement and consolidation of two distinct electronic relay/control 
systems within the console.  This will make ongoing maintenance and repairs of the organ much easier in the 
future.  We are deeply grateful to Sanford Martin’s generous underwriting of these improvements. 
 
It could also be exciting for Calvary to commission a new hymn text or texts (and maybe tune[s]) perhaps 
exploring one or more of these ideas: faith journey during quarantine; anti-racism; mandated fasting from the 
Eucharist; new methods of “being the church” during a pandemic; surprising “silver linings” revealed during 
social isolation.  This could be a way to continue creating worship resources potentially useable by the wider 
Church. 
 
Many thanks go to the clergy, staff, and countless volunteers who fervently support Calvary's music program 
and make it live and breathe! 
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9:30 WORSHIP COMMITTEE  BY MS. KELSEY LOGAN 
 

The 9:30 service is tailored especially for families with children but is open to all people. The service is 
designed to give children the opportunity to learn about God and his Word through participatory worship, 
music, drama, and stories, presented in a creative and non-threatening environment. The 9:30 Worship 
Committee's focus is to continually evolve the service for parish needs. 
  
Because of COVID, we were not able to have the 9:30 service for most of 2020.  However, we did make 
progress on several goals: 
  
-We have long sought help for music for the service.  We were thrilled to welcome Bradley Kauffman and his 
family to our service in January 2020.  He led family music as we moved from in-person to virtual 
worship.  Bradley left later in 2020 for a family move, and we were able to welcome Danny Mylott for virtual 
music and worship.  Danny is engaging and outgoing; he is a great addition to our worship team. 
 
-Leo Bible completed a beautiful altar and credence table for the service.  They are perfect for 9:30 worship 
attendees and will be blessed when we return to in-person worship. 
 
-Families who attend the 9:30 service have given their time and talent to Calvary events during COVID.  We 
appreciate contributions to the outdoor services Calvary has held, including the Christmas display, as well as 
the success of the  virtual Christmas pageant. 
  

OUTREACH BY THE REVEREND OLIVIA R. HAMILTON 
 

This year has been a year like no other. While the way we do outreach has changed dramatically, we’ve 
proven that we can remain socially distant while still having a huge impact on our community. What’s more, 
we’ve been able to give generously from our budget surplus, and strengthen collaborations with outreach 
partners new and old.  
 

When the Outreach Committee met this year, we had as our goal to discern where the immediate felt and 
expressed need was in our community, and to do our part to help meet that need. We spoke with a number of 
organizations doing important and imaginative work around housing in the Cincinnati area, and ultimately 
decided to forge a new partnership with Bethany House – a local organization working to prevent 
homelessness among women and children. On December 13th, we had the privilege of hearing from their CEO 
– Susan Schiller – in worship. She reminded us of the critical role that housing plays in a family’s stability, 
especially in the midst of unprecedented financial strain due to COVID-19. Additionally, we were overjoyed 
to be able to support Interfaith Hospitality Network with a significant gift in addition to our planned annual 
donation. Our relationships with outreach partners such as Caracole, St. Andrew’s Food Pantry, and Tender 
Mercies (to name a few) continue to thrive.  
 

As I reflect on this year, I am so thankful for the moral vision and the generosity of heart that you’ve modeled. 
May God continue to bless us with opportunities to love and serve our neighbors in need. 
 

Peace,   Reverend Olivia  
 

Thank you to all of you who have been part of Calvary’s Outreach Ministry in the past year.  
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PASTORAL CARE  BY THE REVEREND ALLISON ENGLISH 

 
As the pandemic enveloped our world in March, the trajectory of pastoral care at Calvary Church took a 
dramatic turn. Instead of the usual pastoral attention directed to those experiencing life transitions, illness, or 
personal struggle, each one of us became in need of spiritual care. 
 
In late March, the rector worked with several lay leaders to develop seven Calvary Connection Circles. Each 
circle included 12-14 households in the parish. Leaders and members of the circle worked together to remain 
in contact and care for one another as we moved through the reality of pandemic isolation. Our main means 
of connection became phone, text messages, emails, Facebook comment feeds, and Zoom conferences. We 
utilized these tools for connection in innovative and powerful ways. 
 
The leaders of the circles are: 
Circle 1 - Kirsten Andersen 
Circle 2 - Brian & Shannon Quay 
Circle 3 - Miriam Hill & Tom Bible 
Circle 4 - Paul & Maggie Davis 
Circle 5 - Betsy & Matt DeMatteo 
Circle 6 - Judy Gardner 
Circle 7 - Nedi Rivera 
 
Thank you to all of you who were able to use the Connection Circles as a means of cultivating and maintaining 
community during this past year. 
 
Jane Paraskevopoulos was a champion of what it means to serve as a lay person in pastoral ministry in 2020. 
Jane cultivated a ministry of delivering Forward Day by Day devotional materials to the doors of those 
desiring them. She made a point of reaching out to many in our parish via phone during the pandemic. I am 
especially grateful to Jane for her dedication to care and support to those within our parish community. 
 
For the greater part of 2020, the Bishop placed a moratorium on the celebration of Holy Eucharist and Home 
Communions out of concern for the safety of one another in the midst of the pandemic. The clergy, without 
the Bread and Wine to make holy, break, pour out, and share, made a vested commitment of developing a 
sense of intimacy despite distance in our weekly worship. Our Zoom platform for worship, conducted from 
the safety of our homes, allowed us to lead worship “up close and personal,” connecting us in ways we had 
never imagined until the year. 
 
Nathan Harpine, our Calvary Community intern through May, initiated the “Virtual Coffee Hour.” There, we 
were able to check in one with another as a parish community week after week. The clergy have been 
blessedly well-equipped to respond to the pastoral needs of the parish thanks to these innovations. 

CALVARY COMMUNICATIONS  BY MS. JUDY GARDNER 

2020 was a year of challenges; We learned new ways to communicate with each other and to participate in 

worship in ways we had never imagined. We did this by trying some new creative methods, using lots of 

technology and a bit of trial and error. We adapted quickly and often using inspired methods. 
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Many thanks go to Nathan Harpine, our Communication Intern, who helped us solve the puzzles of 

interconnecting technology so we could worship via Facebook and our own website simultaneously. The 

entire staff has learned new and effective techniques to communicate. Because, as people of Calvary, ‘We are 

the Church.’  

A Calvary Communication Team was established to help with our online presence and investigate how to 

worship safely and creatively, as well as to let our loving presence be known to the world. We are always open 

to new ideas on how Calvary can communicate better. 

Our love of Christ was taken beyond our beautiful building with new signs for friends and neighbors, outdoor 

fun and worship, and safe indoor worship.  

Communication touches everyone and everything. We are grateful for the worship ingenuity of our Clergy 

Team Allison and Olivia; to Howard, Bradley Kaufman and Danny Mylott for our spectacular worship music 

and events: to Howard for all of the beautiful photograph and videos; to Sally and Miriam, for their diligence 

in planning, delivering, and continually inspiring our families, youth and children in this new world of Church.  

We are especially grateful to all of you who lovingly participated in the Communication Circles by checking in 

with each other. Thank you for embracing and actively participating in the “New” means of  worship and 

serving God. 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY  BY MS. SALLY ENGELBERT 

 
Children and Family Ministries has taken many forms this past year. Last Winter, 2020 started off with our 
three Godly Play classrooms running smoothly with 6 teachers and myself teaching lessons to 27 children. 
We also had a couple of Family events including a Valentines Making event. We were able to start our Lenten 
series and get partway through the program before we transitioned into the ministry at home portion of the 
year! 
 
I was able to finish out the rest of our Godly Play season from mid-March through April with much 
technological help by recording weekly lessons, posting those to a YouTube channel, and emailing them to 
families. In May, when we would normally be taking a break in lessons to plan for and transition to our 
summer program, I offered lessons in the same electronic format to help the families stay connected to our 
program this year. We also offered an Easter Egg hunt package for families to pick up and enjoy at home. 
 
Our summer offerings included lessons and outdoor activities. For our Summer Stories program in June 
through August, I had the help of many teachers recording themselves reading picture books and I recorded 
instructional videos for the accompanying crafts. Families picked up a craft package each week and we had 
just under 20 children weekly participating in our lessons that way. This is more than double our typical 
summer attendance. We also made chalk and gardening supplies available for families to come and use 
throughout the summer. I was happy to see so much art decorating our sidewalks and driveways this summer. 
 
Our Godly Play season started back up in the fall. We had 5 teachers in addition to me recording lessons to be 
emailed to families. Families were also able to sign up for at-home supplies that included desert bags and 
manipulatives, felt, and cardstock pieces to the stories we heard in lessons. We had 9 families sign up for 
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these packages in the fall and several more families who watched the lessons and engaged with them in their 
own way from home without the packages. We also started monthly online meetings for the children to share 
community time and stories with each other as they would get to in the classrooms in person. 
 
Also in the fall and early winter on the Family Ministries side, we delivered Advent care packages to 36 
households through the hard work of many staff and volunteers. Many families worked from their own homes 
to record parts of our Christmas pageant that were edited together and presented on Christmas Eve. I was 
also able to deliver Christmas care packages to the 18 Sunday School families, including 28 children, at the 
end of the year. 
 
An evolving aspect of our story telling that I am happy to share is that Godly Play as an organization is closely 
examining bias in their stories and materials and has begun to update classroom materials to be more 
sensitive and accessible to people of all skin tones. Many of these updates have already been incorporated 
into our own classrooms. They have also started creating a series of stories titled People of Color Who 
Inspire. These materials will be taught in our classrooms this May and in future years will be incorporated into 
the schedule of lessons. 
 
Overall, we have drastically changed the method of our ministry, but the love, dedication, and commitment to 
follow where the Spirit leads from all the volunteers and families involved in Children and Family Ministries 
has resulted in a robust and meaningful offering throughout 2020. All of our Sunday School teachers from the 
fall are continuing to record lessons through April, so we will continue our Godly Play stories in this format 
again with at-home materials available. 
I am looking forward to continuing this valuable ministry to our youngest members in any ways that present 
themselves. We will continue to tell the stories of God and our church and to provide opportunities for 
community in any way possible whether in person or from home.  
 

YOUTH MINISTRIES  BY MS. MIRIAM MCKENNEY 

 
In 2020, we found many opportunities for growth in our faith community and beyond. We started the year in 
the Youth Room, meeting weekly to share scripture, prayer, and stories. We've met online almost every week 
since March 15. At the start of 2020, we had 11 youth. After four graduated and one moved, we have six. 
Attendance increased as most youths did not have their typical Sunday activities or other barriers preventing 
their attendance. When I asked the youth to tell me something about the youth group, here's what I heard: 
  
Youth Group helped me become more patient. That might be a weird answer, but in Youth Group, especially after it 
moved to online, I felt like I worked on being more patient and listening to people better. -Spencer 
 
Being able to talk freely with people I feel comfortable around. -Amelia 
 
Our meetings aren't the same every week, but we always pray. One way we do that is using the books Prayer: 
Forty Days of Practice and May It Be So: Forty Days with the Lord's Prayer, both by Justin McRoberts and Scott 
Erickson. Everyone opens one of the books at random, and we share the prayer we selected with the group. 
We share those prayers in the Zoom chat and our text group. One youth said: 
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Having the one prayer every week that I could go back to helped me (especially towards the end of the week) take the 
time just to breathe, think, and pray. -Jaiya  
 
In the fall, we began the work of learning to be anti-racists. We shared our learnings with the Calvary 
community, and we're ready to do more work to become the Beloved Community God dreams for us. The 
Youth Group donated eight gift cards to the Lighthouse Teen Services to show our love and in thanksgiving to 
God for our many blessings. 
 
We look forward to continuing to partner with all of you in the ministry of reconciliation and bearing witness 
to the good news of God in Christ. With God's help, we will! I'm thankful and blessed to be a minister to these 
beloveds.  
 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS  BY MR. TOM BIBLE 

Building and Grounds has been fortunate to have found and welcomed Gary Garmon as a part-time facilities 
manager. Gary brings vast experience in maintenance and repair of large historic buildings and has been 
instrumental in coordinating our response to the many emergencies that occurred during the year, preparing 
the church for our Covid-19 needs and conducting large and small scheduled maintenance. 

The Building and Grounds team consisting of Daren Grayton, J J Engelbert, Jim Graham and Tom Bible in 
coordination with Building Facilitator Gary Garmon completed the following projects during 2020: 

• Final installation and commissioning of AC in Hannaford Hall and Sanctuary; new boiler in Calvary 
House; replacement of wiring to kitchen and Apple Tree and new transformer; sewage extractor 
replacement; repair and patching of parking lot; stucco repair at exterior of Apple Tree; plaster repair 
and painting in Sacristy and apse; downspout repair throughout; repair of major appliances in kitchen 
and new freezer; and repair and repainting of most doors interior and exterior 

• New exterior cameras and additional lighting coordinated by safety and security committee and Paul 
Davis 

• Items out for bid include: Additional lightning suppression; repair of wood parts on windows for 
Hannaford Hall, Apple Tree; Calvary House and west wall of the Sanctuary 

• Additional work slated for 2021: Prepare Calvary House for future use in accord with the Church 
mission and vision; design and renovation of Burton Room to support continuing education needs  

 

SAFETY AND SECURITY  BY MR. PAUL DAVIS 
 

Obviously because of the pandemic things have been quiet at Calvary.  During this year we have done a 

couple of things concerning safety and security.  First, cameras have been installed in and around the Calvary 

campus. This will provide us with eyes on the coming and goings of individuals that enter our property.   

Second, this fall Calvary was struck by lightning.  Fortunately, there was only minor damage to our electrical 

and technology systems.  In examining our lightning suppression system, we have found that the system 

needs to be updated and expanded, and we are currently going through this process.   
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FINANCIAL AND BUDGET REPORT PRESENTED BY MR. ROBERT SMITH  

 

Calvary Treasurer’s Report for Year End 2020 

 
Year End 2020 Summary 
The pandemic slowed on-site activity at Calvary and also decreased expenses.  Expenses were $103,000 
under budget.  Revenues from offerings were on budget, as was rental income.  Discretionary draw from 
investments was decreased by $78,000 since it was not needed.   
 
Though not budgeted, we made a $65,000 gift for Homeless Relief to Bethany House and IHN.   That changed 
our Expense under budget number to $38,000. 
 
For the year, the value of our Vanguard fund rose by $589,000 (11%) while we took $268,000 in withdrawals.  
The value at the end of the year was $5,905,354. 
 
End of year cash was $64,000, up $43,000 last year.   
 
Operating Revenue 
Total Offerings were on target at $248,000 led by Total Pledges of $225,000.   To match decreased expenses, 
disbursals from Vanguard were decreased by $78,000 to $293,000.  This is a 5% draw rate based on the end 
of 2020 value of the Vanguard investments.  Rental income was on budget at $58,000. 
 
Operating Expenses 
Excluding our $65,000 gift to Bethany House and IHN, the overall expenses were $103,000 under budget.  
Even with the gift we were $38,000 under budget.   
 

• Due to projects being deferred to 2021 and savings due to Facilities Managerworking only 10 minths in 
2020,  Building Maintenance Repairs & Grounds was $45,000 under budget. 

• Ministries spending was $16,000 under budget. 

• Personnel costs were under budget by $16,000 primarily due to the cessation of the Brendan’s Crossing 
program and lower clergy expenses.  Workers Comp refund of $2,400 also helped. 

• Diocesan Assessment was reduced by $15,000.  

• Utilities were down $10,000. 
 
2021 Budget Report 
 
Budget Overview 
The work (expense) of the church increases from $835,000 in 2020 budget to $938,000 in 2021.  This 
includes the planned hiring of a Curate in the second half of this year at a cost of $49,000.  Facilities 
Maintenance and Repair budget is increased by $55,000 for new projects, projects deferred from 2020, and 
to increase the scope of work performed by our Facilities Manager.  Also General Outreach will be increased 
by 10%. 
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The Budgeted Revenue increases the 2020 Budget of $835,000 to the 2021 Budget of $904,000. This 
$69,000 increase is funded deferred funds from pandemic relief, increased Pledges and slight increase in the 
draw from our Vanguard Investment.  Cash on hand from last year’s surplus will supply the additional 
required $34,000. 
 
Operating Revenue 
Budgeted Offerings are increased by $8,000 to $257,000 led by a $13,000 increase in Pledges.   Vanguard 
disbursal is increased from 2020 by $14,000.  This is a draw rate of 6.5% of end of year Vanguard value.  
Rental income was on budget at $58,000.  An additional revenue ($61,800) will be realized by the forgiveness 
of the PPP loan.  Cash on hand from last year’s surplus will supply the additional required $34,000. 
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2020 PARISH STATISTICS                                         

 

FUNERALS                                                 DATE 

William Charles Helvey           2/1/2020 

Oscar Thomas Ingram           6/26/2020 

Anne W. Day            9/30/2020  
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CALVARY STAFF INFORMATION 

 

 

THE REVEREND ALLISON R. ENGLISH, RECTOR 

 allison@calvaryclifton.org 

 

THE REVEREND OLIVIA R. HAMILTON, ASSOCIATE  RECTOR 

olivia@calvaryclifton.org 

  

HOWARD HELVEY, ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER 

howardhelvey@hotmail.com 

 

SALLY ENGELBERT, CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY 

sally@calvaryclifton.org 

 

JUDY GARDNER, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
judy@calvaryclifton.org 

 

MIRIAM MCKENNEY, CALVARY YOUTH  

miriam@calvaryclifton.org 

                                                                                                                                                      
DANNY MYLOTT, FAMILY MUSICIAN    

mylottdg@mail.uc.edu 
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All Saints Worship Service 

 

 

 

Zoom Coffee Hour 
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