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Supporter Spotlight: Janet Lesniak 
 

“The CDP is the best thing happening on Cape Cod and it has the best tagline ever…it’s the motto 

of our lives.” 
          

       Janet Lesniak 

       Executive Director, Wellfleet Preservation Hall  

and CDP supporter 

 

 
Eight years ago, Janet Lesniak became the Executive Director of Wellfleet 
Preservation Hall – something she had not planned but was instead one of 
life’s opportunities of coincidence. 
 
Janet and her husband Paul had been living in California where Janet’s 
family owns a resort in Big Sur and had only moved to Wellfleet two years 
prior. The move had been precipitated by the fact that her two children 
had moved to the east coast and were starting families. “I wanted to be 
involved and couldn’t stand to be 3000 miles away.”  Paul had connections 

to Wellfleet as his family had summered there for years. It was only natural that after Paul and Janet got 
married, that they began summering in Wellfleet, often staying in the same houses that Paul had stayed in 
with his family. When they decided to move east to be closer to their family, “We knew that if we came here 
the kids would come, and we could build a life.”  
 
At the time Preservation Hall was at the very beginnings of a capital campaign to preserve the hall. “I was 
opening up a bank account next-door and saw that there was an opportunity to be a volunteer,” says Janet.  
Soon after she started volunteering, the organization started looking for an executive director.  An energetic 
woman with a take charge attitude, Janet confesses “My control issues are such that I wanted a crack at it.  I 
wasn’t looking for a job, but I wanted to be a part of the mission which was bringing economic vibrancy back to 
Main Street.” 
 
The CDP was one of the first groups to hold an event that Preservation Hall hosted. “It was their 20th 
anniversary and they were booked before we had even opened the doors to the public,” Janet reminisces. “It 
was how I found out about the CDP.” She recalls that “People were saying that it was a great affirmation that 
the CDP wanted to be here.“ Janet and Paul became instant fans. “It encompassed everything that I hold high,” 
she says. “The CDP teaches people how to fish, so to speak. And any organization that supports that kind of 
effort is fabulous.”   
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Janet says of the CDP, “it’s the best thing happening on Cape Cod,” and in referring to the CDP’s motto “Live, 
work and thrive,” she states “it has the best tagline ever. It’s the motto of all of our lives, it’s what you want for 
your kids and your community.” 
 
When asked if there was a particular aspect of the CDP’s work that she felt connected to Janet responds “I love 
the holistic nature of the work that the CDP does, that connection between economic vitality and housing.  
You cannot have one without the other. If you don’t have housing you can’t get the people to do work and if 
you don’t provide meaningful employment opportunities the people won’t come to begin with.”   
 
Janet also feels the urgency of the current housing situation and is concerned for our community’s future if 
those issues are not addressed.  “If we don’t work on this and find a sustainable solution, what we are saying is 
‘come here…but there’s no place to live’ or ‘bring your children and live in a closet for $4000 a month’.” “The 
CDP says that all these things need to come together in order for people to live work and thrive,” notes Janet.  
“It is about building community and where people can thrive.  And that is the end game-- and the CDP does it 
really, really well.“ 

 


