
 
 

Creating opportunities for people to live, work, and thrive on the Lower Cape 

 

___________________________ 

3 Main Street Mercantile, Unit 7    Eastham, MA 02642 

P 508.240.7873   F 508.240.5085   E contact@capecdp.org 

www.capecdp.org 

      
 

Adventure Decor: Taking the steps to recovery 

 
“I was so stressed with my business at the time, I don’t think I would have finished the 

application were it not for Pam.” 

Rashida Jamieson 

Owner, Adventure Decor 

 
For even the most experienced and successful small business 

owners, the COVID-19 pandemic has created unprecedented 

challenges. To help alleviate the burden, the town of Truro was 

awarded $400,000 in Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Funds to provide forgivable loans of up to $10,000 for 

Lower Cape small businesses. 

 

The forgivable loan program is targeted to help very small 

businesses, micro-enterprises, with fewer than five employees. 

Many of these businesses were not a good fit for other programs 

such as the Payroll Protection Program. To be eligible, business 

owners must be of low to moderate-income and demonstrate significant losses due to the pandemic. 

 

The Community Development Partnership was chosen by the town to administer these funds, and we 

began accepting applications in the early fall. Adventure Decor owner Rashida Jamieson has been in 

business for over a decade, and was one the first to apply for and receive a loan. 

 

Rashida immigrated to the United States from Jamaica in 2004, and settled in Provincetown. While 

living in town she noticed a lack of an upholstery business to service the many restaurants, hotels, and 

homeowners. “I identified a need in town and started a business to meet it,” she says. 

 

Rashida started her first business, Provincetown Alteration & Upholstering, out of her home in 2009. 

She continued to build her business and clientele, and in 2011 was able to open a storefront in 

Provincetown. A few years later in 2014, she approached the CDP for a micro-loan to enable her to 

expand her business. She received the loan and has maintained a relationship with the CDP and Pam 

Andersen, our Director of Business and Credit (B&C) programs, ever since. 

 

In 2017 Rashida and her family moved to Eastham where they purchased a house. After the move, she 

wanted to work closer to her new home. She located a new storefront in Orleans and renamed her 

business Adventure Decor to reflect the move. 

Rashida in her workshop 
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When the COVID-19 pandemic first began to spread in Massachusetts, Rashida’s business shut down 

completely. “I was not considered an essential business, so there were about three months where I 

wasn’t able to do anything,” she recalls. At the time of the shutdown she was beginning several large 

projects. As hotels were preparing to open for tourist season they were working with Adventure Decor 

to reupholster furniture. “All of the hotels I was working with cancelled or postponed their projects,” 

she says. 

 

Even as different industries began to reopen, Rashida’s business 

was slow to rebound. To keep herself and her clients safe, she 

closed her doors to walk-ins and switched to appointment only. 

Some of the businesses that she had planned to work with 

cancelled projects entirely, and others came back in a limited 

capacity. “A lot of businesses aren’t making money right now, so 

they don’t have extra income for upholstery,” she says, “And 

those that have come back, many have ordered fewer pieces.” 

 

Despite seeing a decline in some industries, Rashida’s diverse 

clientele helped keep her business afloat over the summer. “I 

never put all my eggs in one basket,” says Rashida, “I work with 

everyone; restaurants, hotels, interior designers, as well as year-

round and summer home owners.” 

 

Like many, Rashida needed additional funding to make up for 

lost business due to the COVID-19 pandemic. She first heard 

about the CDBG program through the Inside Scoop, Pam’s monthly business newsletter, and she 

quickly reached out about applying. 

 

With Pam’s assistance, she completed the application and was approved for a loan. She used the 

money to help pay for rent and utilities at her store. Rashida is extremely grateful for the support she 

received throughout the process. “I was so stressed with my business at the time, I don’t think I would 

have finished the application were it not for Pam,” she recalls. Although there is still much work to do 

for her to fully recover, Rashida is optimistic about the future and hopes that she can soon expand 

online to make up for lost in-person business. 

 

To date the CDP has awarded over $200,000 dollars in forgivable loans to 21 businesses like 

Rashida’s. The CDBG program still has funds available for small businesses on the Lower and Outer 

Cape. If you or someone you know needs financial assistance, go online to Capecdp.org to see if you 

qualify. 

 

Rashida's storefront in Orleans 
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