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Supporter highlight: For Laura Clements it’s about young people 

 
“These are the same kids who are now in our workforce and they want to start their own business, 

but due to the housing crisis they don’t have the funds to do either, and this is the reason the CDP is 

so important.” 

 
Laura Clements 

Owner, Cove Road Real Estate 

 

A resident and business owner on the Lower Cape for sixteen 

years, Laura Clements is the owner of Cove Road Real Estate 

in Orleans and sees daily the struggles young people face trying 

to make a living and own a home in our communities. 

 

Laura enjoyed a very successful career in publishing and 

advertising in the Boston area, but retired to raise her two 

children.  During that time she worked with several nonprofits 

and she enjoyed being able to make an impact - “this is why I 

have such a passion for helping good causes,” she says.  

 

Her first visit to the Cape was in 2004.  She was going through 

a divorce and a friend suggested Laura stay at her home in 

Brewster to get away from it all.  While she was recharging, 

Laura became friends with staff at the LandHo! and soon decided she wanted to make Brewster and 

the Lower Cape her home. 

 

She found a house (in which she lives today) but while the home was under contract she learned that 

her divorce settlement left her with significantly fewer resources than she anticipated.  Faced with this 

new financial reality, she took the advice of a friend and began working in real estate. In May 2009 she 

bought her own business and today employs four agents. She is also a writer and has regularly 

supported WeCAN’s highly anticipated annual event, “Words, Wit & Wisdom.” 

 

Laura is frustrated by organizations who are “all words and no action.” She supports the CDP precisely 

because of the direct community services we provide and our efforts targeted to address systemic 

problems. 
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When her son took a year off from college, Laura became connected to a group of his peers, a cadre of 

18 to 20-year-olds who came over for Sunday night dinner. On any given Sunday, she hosted 8 to 16 

young adults and did so for two years. She provided advice, guidance, recommendations and a little 

financial support when needed. “For many of these young people what they lacked was hope for a 

better future,” she recalls. College was out of reach for many. 

 

“These are the same kids who are now in our workforce and they want to start their own business, but 

due to the housing crisis they don’t have the funds to do either,” she says, “and this is the reason the 

CDP is so important.” 

 

In addition to addressing the need for better wages, Laura says “the current population has to start 

thinking about what the next generation needs, not what makes this current generation happy. The 

decision makers, the voters, need to look at their responsibility as if they were a board member. You 

have to look at the greater good.” 

 

Laura appreciates the CDP’s efforts to increase the amount of affordable and community housing on 

the Lower Cape.  She is also a fan of the CDP’s First Time Home Buyer education programs and the 

recent media campaign which highlighted local people and their housing challenges.  “We need to 

educate and incentivize year-round homeowners on the importance of providing housing that is 

affordable for this generation,” she says, noting that many local workers have a variety of housing 

needs. Many towns are using CPA funds to help meet these needs, but Laura point out that while 

important, “CPA funds are problematic because they are deed restricted.  So in the long run they keep 

people down because they prevent them from growing their investment.” 

 

Laura has brought her passion and her solutions-based approach to the Cape & Islands Association of 

Realtors. “We are currently in discussion about how to successfully assist first time homebuyers,” she 

says “and we are working on how to connect them with an agent who will volunteer as the buyer’s 

representative.” 

 

Solutions to address the interconnected issues of economic growth and housing are numerous.  And 

while the CDP has made progress, addressing economic growth and housing affordability will require 

all of us to think creatively and to envision the future our children want. 

 


