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Mobile Mixers: Bringing the party right to your door 

 
“There are a lot of younger people out there looking to put down roots on the Cape by starting their 

own business. I’m glad we got to do it with the help of a local organization.” 

 

Mike Doherty 

Co-founder, Mobile Mixers & CDP Micro-loan Client 

 

 

It was the winter of 2016 and 

friends Mike Doherty and Rory 

Nickerson were talking over drinks 

at the Orleans bowling alley. They 

both grew up on the Lower Cape, 

and had been close friends since 

high school. Mike had spent the 

past fifteen years living in 

California but had returned to the 

Cape often to attend weddings and 

visit with friends.  

 

Reflecting on his own wedding, Mike was frustrated with the lack of bar options at the venue. “There 

was a gazebo on the property, but it wasn’t really big enough for a bar” says Mike. Over the course of 

their conversation, Mike recalled a wedding he attended in California where the bar service transported 

all their equipment in an old trailer. From there the two asked themselves what if the trailer was the 

bar? “How cool would it be if a full-service bar just rolled right up to your event?” 

 

That summer Mike and Rory purchased their first trailer, a 1960s Shasta that would become the 

signature look for their future fleet. Both Mike’s and Rory’s fathers work in construction, and between 

the two of them they had the combined skills to convert the antique camper into their first full service 

mobile bar.  

 

They officially launched their business in the fall of 2016, but had their first full season during the 

summer of 2017. “The idea was to capitalize on all of the people coming during the summer for their 

weddings,” notes Rory. During that summer their business took off and they quickly looked to create a 

second bar. Since that first summer the two have spent the tourist seasons bartending events, and each 

off season renovating another trailer to expand their capacity. 
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Last spring, they were looking to continue their expansion by purchasing and converting more trailers. 

Mike and Rory have always been community oriented and kept this in mind when they were looking 

for a small business loan. A friend recommended that they look into the Community Development 

Partnership, so they set up a meeting with Pam Andersen, the CDP’s Director of Business & Credit 

Programs.  

 

Pam helped them through the loan process and helped them secure the funds they needed. “There are a 

lot of younger people out there looking to put down roots on the Cape by starting their own business. 

I’m glad we got to do it with the help of a local organization” recalls Mike. In 2019 the CDP awarded 

10 loans totaling over $158,000 to support local businesses. 

 

Mobile Mixers now has three fully operational trailers in their 

arsenal affectionately named Daisy, Eleanor, Fiona. They hope to 

have their fourth up and running for the summer. 

 

They originally envisioned their business as exclusively providing 

services at weddings, but they soon expanded far beyond that. “We 

soon realized there were other opportunities. We started booking 

anniversaries, rehearsal dinners, and even non-profit events” 

explains Mike. They have even taken their services off Cape, 

including a wedding in Maine. 

 

Mobile Mixers has expanded beyond a mobile bar service. “We 

could only be at as many events each night as we had trailers, so we 

wanted to find something else” says Mike. For the summer 2019 

they were awarded a contract with the town of Harwich to provide 

food at the beach. “We partnered with Snowy Owl because we 

originally wanted to do cold brew coffee and breakfast 

sandwiches,” recalls Mike, “but we realized people were coming 

more for lunch so we switched to lobster rolls and sandwiches and kept the coffee.”  

 

In these uncertain times, Mike and Rory are keeping an eye on the future. “I’ve built a workshop on 

the side of my house where I’m renovating the newest trailer. I’m very grateful that I don’t have to go 

far to work,” explains Rory. “All we can do is look forward to the summer and hope there is still a 

demand once things get back to normal,” says Mike.              

 

 


