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Supporter Spotlight: Fran McClennen 
 

“Without a home, you cannot have a healthy family. And without healthy families,  
you cannot have a healthy community.” 

—Fran McClennen, CDP Board Member 
 
Fran McClennen, like many Cape Codders, 

enjoyed summer visits to her grandparents as a 

child.  Fran’s great-grandfather had purchased 

property in Orleans and ordered a cottage from a 

catalog!  Her time at the cottage made her feel 

emotionally grounded to the Cape. She and her 

husband Alan, who also spent summers on the 

Cape as a child, decided to move to Orleans year-

round to retire here and support their aging parents.  

 

In 2015, Fran was introduced to the Community 

Development Partnership (CDP) through friends and recalls reading our newsletters. She was invited 

to be on the CDP Board of Directors.  But at that time, Fran was President of the Orleans Pond 

Coalition and was not ready to take on an additional commitment. A year went by, and Florence 

Seldon, a friend and CDP Board member, reached out again to Fran, and this time she was happy to 

say “yes” to the invitation!   

 

Fran, a psychotherapist, worked in private practice in Orleans prior to her retirement.  She learned 

from many of her clients about their struggles finding housing on the Cape and how that affected their 

livelihood and the health of their families. “Without a home, you cannot have a healthy family. And 

without healthy families, you cannot have a healthy community,” states Fran. “And that is where my 

heart is and why the mission of the CDP means so much to me”.  Fran knows that for our Cape 

communities to be sustainable residents have to be able to ‘live, work, and thrive’ here.  

 

Fran has been on the Board of Directors at the CDP since 2016 and also serves on the Executive 

Committee and the Development Committee. She states that, “Historically there has been need for 

affordable housing and good paying jobs to support year-round communities here.  But now that need 

has greatly intensified. Young people are leaving the Cape, and that is destroying our communities and 

our future. The work of the CDP is more important than ever.”   
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