
 

But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ (Luke 12:20) 
 
Is there anything more important than one’s life? This parable seems to suggest that there 
is. Perhaps the better perspective involves the recognition that our lives are about much 
more than what we might think. Someone has observed that life is not about us, but that we 
are about life! 
 
Have you ever considered your legacy? What is it about you and your interactions with 
humanity that will endure long after you are gone? What will the conversation around your 
casket be? More importantly, how will the lives of others have been affected because you or 
I walked this earth?  
 
Frank Capra’s timeless film It’s a Wonderful Life might be a little schmaltzy, but the theme is 
valid: each person’s life touches so many others in significant ways. Whether you realize it 
or not, you and I are the inspiration for folks who look up to us. That is why I have always 
emphasized our healthy relationships with Masonic youth organizations. I remember how I 
looked up to the Masons of my sponsoring lodge when I was an active DeMolay. I wanted to 
be just like them.  
 
The late Maya Angelou said it best when she observed: “'I've learned 
that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never 
forget how you made them feel.” That is especially true as we interact with our 
impressionable youth.  
 
This parable from Luke’s Gospel teaches us that God demands our lives. Of course, God 
does; our lives are never a matter of our own creativity but are always a gift of grace. And 
because none of us lives in isolation, we are inextricably bound to one another. It could be 
said that I am because you are. We are mistaken if we think for a moment that we have the 
rightful prerogative to withhold our affection or our best efforts in service to our own 
ambitions or desires. This should not be a hidden revelation to Masons.  
 
How shall we live considering this great truth? Will we horde what we perceive as having 
been achieved by our own efforts, or will we be generous to those who come after us? After 
all, our lives are being demanded of us because our lives are never about us in the first 
instance. 
 
Faithfully and fraternally, 

Pat 
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