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  Board Meeting   
Wednesday 4.13.22 

7:00 PM 

Unitarian  

Universalist  

Congregation of 

Grand Traverse 
 

6726 Center Road, Traverse City, MI  

Date Service Creators Title / Description 

4.3.22 Lay Led Service 

Coordinators: Mary Van Valin 

& Amanda Mangiardi 

Poetry, Music, & Art 

  Congregants will share their artistic creations of art, music, poetry, 

and prose. 

4.10.22 Healthy Congregations 

Rev. Alex Jensen 

Coordinator: Mary Anne Rivers 

Awakening Compassion 

  Members of the Healthy Congregations Team will reflect on mo-

ments and discoveries around awakening compassion. 

4.17.22 Rev. Alex Jensen 

Coordinator: Andi Kramer 
Historic Heresies 

  What is our theological inheritance as Unitarian Universalists? On 

this Easter Sunday, we'll explore past ideas and heresies in our reli-

gious past around the divinity of Jesus. What does this history say 

to who we are now?  

4.24.22 Rev. Alex Jensen 

Coordinator: Amanda Mangiardi 
Installation Ceremony 

  This very special service will be an Installation Ceremony. This is 

when we will bring Rev. Alex to our collective hearts and formally 

install him as our settled minister.  

What is an Installation Ceremony? 

An installation is the ceremony to formally recognize that a Unitarian Univer-

salist church and a minister are entering into a covenantal relationship with 

one another. Having an installed minister means that our congregation is 

looking long term. It becomes our task now to do some big visioning to-

gether. This is a time of hopes and dreams about the kind of ministry we can 

do together here at UUCGT with Rev. Alex as our Minister.  

The Installation Ceremony for  

Rev. Alex Jensen is  

April 24, 2022 

10:30 -11:45 am - Reception following 
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Dear Ones, 
 

In this Soul Matters month of “Awakening”, I am reflecting on the quality of being “awake”. Sometimes 
in our lives we might feel as if we are navigating things in a state of sleep, or of being less than fully 
aware. We might hit a course of being on “autopilot” or “going through the motions”, yet not pausing 
to reflect or make sense of things as they happen.  
 

As we open up as a congregation to full capacity after a long winter––of 
both the pandemic and of this season past––I wonder if there are ways we 
are still awakening or further waking up. It feels as if UUCGT is also in this 
place, of further and deeper awakening. Of emerging after a stillness and 
quiet that have long been our ways of being and operating. 
 

It is so joyful to see the Sanctuary filled with people, the chairs arranged back in their usual positions. 
To see smiling faces and hear the chatter of voices after so many quiet Sundays. We are in a state of 
awakening and waking up as a community. I sense an excitement and energy growing as we enter this 
new phase of our opening. Awakening, in this case, might be asking ourselves who we want to be in this 
new phase. It might be an intentional visioning of where we are and where we are yet going; what we 
value and who we hope to become in living out those values. 
 

In other religious traditions, Awakening is a deeply spiritual concept. In Buddhism, to become enlight-
ened is to become “fully awake”; to be an “awakened one”, or one who has mastered the art of living 
and can bring the mind again and again back to the present moment. From Judaism, this version of the 
song “Am I Awake?” written by Noah Aronson is a prelude before the Bar’chu prayer, the call to prayer 
in a service; its lyrics ask: “Am I awake? Am I prepared? Are you listening to my prayer? Can you hear 
my voice? Can you understand? Am I awake? Am I prepared?”. 
 

How might we be poised to be fully awake for this moment of Awakening? Are we awake? Are we pre-
pared? 
 

UUCGT is emerging out of a long two years of pandemic. This isn’t to say that the pandemic is over. We 
know that we will yet be living with COVID-19 for the foreseeable future. Though, perhaps we are en-
tering into a new stage in our congregation’s future. One in which we are more present, more aware, 
and more fully awakened. I invite us to ask ourselves these important questions: Are we awake? Are we 
prepared? 
 

Are we ready for this moment? I believe we are. 
 
From your Minister, with deep faith and love, 
 
 
 
 
Reverend Alex Jensen 
 

“We are in a state of 
awakening  

and waking up as a 
community.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4evjPk_LoT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4evjPk_LoT0
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Upcoming opportunity to help the Ukrainian people 

Planning is in the preliminary stages, so watch please watch for future details in upcoming UUCGT FLASH News-
letters. But in the meantime, please start amassing items you would like to donate to the cause.  

We are specifically looking for: 

 - unbroken household items, small furniture, books, shoes, clean clothes with working zippers and no rips 
(a.k.a. “nearly new”), toys, athletic equipment, etc. 

Although this event is not officially sponsored by UUCGT, we are hoping that many of you will be willing to both 
donate and volunteer your time. It will truly take a village to be a success! Have you always wanted to run a 
shoe department? We have JUST the opportunity for you. Dreamed of owning a small boutique which sells, jew-
elry and accessories? We can help you out! Good with money? A few highly coveted cashiering jobs are availa-
ble. Always wanted to drive a delivery truck (or probably van!)? We will need helpers to take all unsold mer-
chandise to the Women’s Resource Center prior to their 4 p.m. drop off time. 

If you would like to join the committee to assist with organizing this event,  

Please contact Kim Gribi, 231-499-8664, or Mary Van Valin, 231-342-1605.  

We anticipate holding weekly organizational meetings between now and the actual event. (Much of the organi-
zational framework still exists from our 2010 event which will be very helpful.) 

Plans are in place to hold a large garage sale at UUCGT from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Saturday, May 7, 2022. ALL money collected will be do-
nated to Doctors Without Borders designated to specifically benefit 
the Ukrainian people.  

A wonderful group of volunteers worked on our 2010 Help Haiti gar-
age sale and silent auction, when we raised $2,000 which was sent 
to Doctors Without Borders after the terrible earthquakes there.  

Garage Sale at UUCGT 
9:00-3:00 Saturday, May 7, 2022 

As many of you already know, our beloved Music Director, Renee Russell, has decided to take some time off for 
health reasons.  She has been struggling with her long-Covid symptoms and needs complete rest and relaxation  
so she can focus on her health.  Renee will be out most likely through April.  We all wish her a speedy and a 
complete recovery.  We are sending light and love to Renee. 
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Last October the Board and Reverend Alex attended a workshop facilitated by Lisa Presley, the Con-
gregational Life Consultant for the MidAmerica Region. This was a Start Up workshop for new minis-
ters and their boards. According to Lisa, “the purpose for a Start Up workshop is to ensure the Board 
and the Minister are on the same page in how they are imagining how to share the ministry of the 
congregation.” 
 
We arrived at the workshop having done some assigned homework. We each were asked to look at all 
the major areas of the congregation’s life and at who we each think should be responsible/
accountable for making sure the work of the congregation gets done. The discussions that followed 
were very fruitful, and we all agreed on the document that we are sharing with you here. 
 
This is a living document, and some of the activities and responsibility may 
well change as our congregation evolves under Reverend Alex’s spiritual 
leadership. One thing that will not change is our collective commitment to 
shared ministry. 
 

CLICK HERE for a Helpful Chart on How our Congregation Shares Ministry! 

At UUCGT we talk a lot about the value of shared ministry, why it is important 
that we, as a faith community dedicated to the principle of democracy, share 
in the governance and  mission of our congregation.  

Oh, this MUST be a Unitarian Universalist Congregation! 

https://files.constantcontact.com/46be9ca8001/f8c54c82-268d-4d93-86cd-cf988ef3e412.pdf?rdr=true
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Religious Education Director 
Betsy Hammerberg 
dre@uucgt.org 

Spring is just around the corner, and I am so excited to share the excitement with all of you! We are planning a 
"Welcome Spring!" celebration on April 24 at 2:00pm. Mark your calendars! This will coincide with Rev. Alex's 
installation ceremony, so adults may socialize with the rest of the congregation while the kids celebrate with us. 
(Adults are also welcome to join the kids, of course!) And keep your eyes out for a special spring surprise coming 
in the mail this month! 
 

UUCGT recently removed many of the restrictions for in-person services, and we are in the process of figuring 
out how we will move forward with children's programming. For the month April, we will continue to offer RE 
on the second Sunday of the month, which will fall on April 10. Please let me know in advance if you plan to 
attend.  
 

Many members of our congregation are currently learning about gender and gender identity through the 
"Transforming Hearts" course, and these are topics that are important for kids to learn about as well! Here are 
some book recommendations* to start (or continue) your discussions:  
 
Being You by Megan Madison, Jessica Ralli, and Anne/Andy Passchier (provides simple explanations of gender 
and gender identity; ages 2-5 
 

When Aidan Became a Brother by Kyle Lukoff (a story about a transgender child; ages 5-6) 
 

It Feels Good to Be Yourself by Theresa Thorne (explores gender and gender identity; ages 4-8) 
 

Red: A Crayon's Story by Michael Hall (a picture book about not identifying with the body you were born into; 
ages  4-8 years 
 

The Gender Wheel by Maya Gonzalez (delves into more nuanced explanations of gender and gender identity; 
ages 7-10) 
 

George by Alex Gino (chapter book about a transgender girl embracing her identity; ages 8-12) 
 

Dreadnought by April Daniels (YA superhero novel with a transgender protagonist; ages 12+) 
 

Wandering Son by Shimura Takako (manga series about two transgender friends; ages 13+) 
 
*All of these books are available through the Traverse Area District Library, with the exception of The Gender 
Wheel  
 
I wish you all a wonderful start to April, and I look forward to seeing many of you later this month!  
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Program Council Beacon Article for April 2022 
 

Eleven individuals met March 11, 2022 and two additional members submitted notes to be read at the meeting 
and added to the minutes. After official approval of the minutes from our 2/11/2022 meeting, we had a brief 
discussion on the next steps for making a change to UUCGT Bylaws relative to requiring a pledge in order to ob-
tain/maintain membership. The Board approved 3/9/22 to present Bylaws change language to congregation for 
Vote at Annual Meeting. Judy Myers, newly appointed to Board to fill open seat selected a By Laws Task Force to 
draft the proposed Bylaws language. 
 
During Committee Check-ins some items were: Chris Walter reviewed the Board’s decision to fully reopen (mask 
optional but required when singing) on March 20 and hospitality can resume social hour after the service any-
time after March 27. Mary Anne Rivers relayed VE held a great masked combined rehearsal with TC Sings and 
Director Heather Kingham who is filling in for Renee for 6 weeks. Mary Van Valin mentioned Green Sanctuary 
discussions of Bill McKibben’s Third Act group for those over 60 who want to invest from fossil fuels. She also 
presented Kim Gribi’s interest in obtaining help with funding, possibly with a Benefit Concert or Art Auction to 
support her sponsoring groups of Inner City Chicago teens. Kim would like to sponsor a garage sale at church 
May 7 (same day as Father Fred) to benefit Ukraine relief to a reputable group: Kim has all necessary infor-
mation for how to make it happen with Volunteers. 
 
Chris Lautz reported that Membership has at least 4 potential new members and will put notices in the flash to 
invite others interested in becoming members to contact her. Alex reminded us he was going to have a sum-
mary presentation of the UUA Transforming Hearts on Zoom and in person on March 13 after the service. 
Amanda Mangiardi sent information that Sunday Services is enjoying working with Rev. Alex, Congregational 
Care is continuing to reach out (with Alex’s help) to comfort members of our beloved community in need and 
the Installation Ceremony Committee is progressing with plans for the April 24 celebration, including sprucing 
up Alex’s office and additional decorations for the sanctuary. Betsy Hammerberg indicated RE is planning special 
“Welcome Spring" celebration at the end of April, to coincide with Alex's installation celebration. She also re-
ported that Our Whole Lives recently released a module for Older Adults, and we are hoping to offer it to the 
congregation in the fall. 
 
If you are interested in any of our discussions, please join us on ZOOM Number = 817 1271 4419 https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/81712714419 at 3:00 pm on April 8, 2022. 
 
Rick Walter, Program Council chair 

When?         Sunday Service, April 24, 2022 
What?         The joyfully anticipated installation of Rev. Alex Jensen as  
                      Minister of UUCGT 
Where?       UUCGT’s beloved, safety compliant sanctuary 
Why?           To officially enter into covenantal relationship 
Who?           YOU! 

             *A reception will follow the service 
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Continuing love and support to those who 
have suffered major loss in recent months 

Paul Ward 
Solveig Gustafson 
Bill Hanson 
Ann Swaney 
Christie McGue whose bother recently passed 
away a short time ago 

Keeping in our thoughts: 
Shari Cope 
Barb Bloomer 
Kay Wentzel’ 
Marge Rundell 
Gary Deavel 
Ann Chinn 
Ann Swaney 
Solveig Gustafson 
Bill Hanson 
Paul Ward 
Nancy Landfair 
David and Judith Halstead 

Wishing healing and peace to: 
Don Fraser who suffered a milder, then a 
more serious stroke in February 
(619 Gardenia, Venice, FL 34285 ) 
Mary Grover who suffered a heart attack a 
short time ago 

The Congregational Care Team’s mission is to support Rev. Alex and offer love and compassion to our beloved 
community. We visit, call, send cards, and help in any way we cans those whom we know to be in need. All of 
the members or friends listed below would probably appreciate knowing you’re thinking about them, too. 

And, as usual, please let one of us know if you or some other member or friend of our congregation could use 
the Team’s help. 

“Imagine all the people living life in peace.  
You may say I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one.  

I hope someday you’ll join us, and the world will be as one.” 
John Lennon 

YOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM 
 

   Rev. Alex Jensen     231-947-3117          alexjensen@uucgt.org 
   Co-Chair: Joanie Jackson    231-883-9292     jljnishi@gmail.com 
   Co-chair: Pat Light     231-409-8195     patricialight@sbcglobal.net 
   Judith Briggs             231-228-4655     judithbriggs3@gmail.com 
   Barb Gibson      231-360-8284  barbgibson40@gmail.com 
   Hal Gurian              410-340-7323     hgurian1@gmail.com 
   Carolyn Kelly     231-392-5761  carolynk113@gmail.com 
   Marty Leavenworth            231-421-8081     martyleavenworth@gmail.com 
   Amanda Mangiardi            610-417-0730     jomangiardi@hotmail.com 
   Christie McGue             231-941-1923     clmcgue@gmail.com 
   Connie Metcalf             231-313-3714     cmetcalf633@gmail.com 
   Millie Putz              989-330-2611     melindaputz@me.com 

mailto:ajensen@uuma.org
mailto:patricialight@sbcglobal.net
mailto:judithbriggs3@gmail.com
mailto:barbgibson40@gmail.com
mailto:hgurian1@gmail.com
mailto:carolynk113@gmail.com
mailto:martyleavenworth@gmail.com
mailto:jomangiardi@hotmail.com
mailto:clmcgue@gmail.com
mailto:melindaputz@me.com
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Part one: 
No one will argue that the situation in Ukraine is terrible and outrageous.  
 
The Ukrainians show great bravery and determination to save themselves, their families, the arts, and history of 
their country as well as the dreams and wishes for Democracy! A vote of a people to have the right to express 
themselves according to the rule of the majority is paramount to freedom and democracy. To stifle a vote is a 
transgression against all of us. And yet here, we have a large country trying to stifle and ignore the wishes of the 
people of another country. 
 

Democracy depends on and insists that all people have the right to 
their free and acceptable expressions of needs, wants, desires, and 
to do it non-violently. The majority wins, and we all abide by it. Yes, 
we can be disgruntled, but we do not forceable remove that right of 
self-expression. That is Democracy. 
 

In this war in Ukraine, Zelensky is the small David against the giant 
Goliath. We want him to win! We can easily identify with him and 
see him as the wonder hero. He has been helped with that image 
thru the TV and reporting. But he is an amazing person, risen to the 
occasion! 
 

There have been other wars around the globe, and we have sympathized and cared, but not to such a degree. 
The suppression and slaughter of South Sudanese by the North and now the South’s continual difficulties to 
govern themselves leading to surveillance and killings. Eritrea army torturing and capturing refugees fleeing to 
the northern region Tigray. Yemen is in constant conflict involving Saudi Arabia and displacing over 4 million ref-
ugees. Remember the genocide in Rwanda, Hutus and Tutsis? Why is this war in Ukraine taken so differently! 
 

Part two: 
 
We have just read the book Caste by Isabel Wilkerson. We naturally can identify and sympathize with the 
Ukrainians. They are like us- white, Christian, lifestyle, everything the same. 
 
After reading Caste, we learned about differences. Many want to look quickly at what we can do to right those 
wrongs! Do something!? Yes, do, to change things, correct things! No doubt lots needs correcting and changing. 
But have we stopped to look within ourselves? Isn’t that where some of the changes need to take place? Can 
you admit some apprehension when a Black man might approach you to ask directions? Do you give a gulp 
when you have a flat tire in a Black neighborhood? Are you comfortable having you daughter or granddaughter 
play at her Black friend’s house, or does the Black friend always have to come to your house? Can you answer 
these and other questions? Yes, to yourself, and honestly. 
 
Yes, we must fight to attain and maintain freedom of choices, self-expression, rule of the majority, Democracy 
everywhere!! We must help tons in Ukraine and around the world. And does the fight also begin at home? 
 

Emmy Lou Cholak-Chair Social Justice Committee 

 

 

“In this war in Ukraine, 
Zelensky is the small 

David against the giant 
Goliath. We want him 

to win!” 
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BOARD SUMMARY 

Our adult Religious Education Director, Alison Ernst, has ended her time with us and has moved away for a 
new exciting career opportunity. We appreciate her steady guidance with Soul Matters groups and all the 
other wonderful contributions she made to our beloved community. We will miss her! 

The Board of Trust had their monthly meeting on March 9th, 

held over Zoom.  

We welcomed Judy Myers back to serve as a board member as 

she agreed to fill the 2.5yr vacant spot.  

We heard from Tom Darnton, our Finance Committee liaison, 

about the efforts of the committee and our new accountant to 

get financial information organized in a way that good solid re-

ports can be run.  

Given the wide variety of ways money is moved at the UU, it 

has been difficult to make it all fit into a system to make it 

work. Their work continues and we wish them well.  

Meanwhile the regular financial responsibilities are still being met and the UUCGT money is safe. A new Board 

covenant has been written. Tom and David assembled verbiage from discussions at our Board Retreat to formu-

late a fresh covenant framing the work of the Board.  

It has been noted that the CDC moved our county Covid risk level at Medium. By our reopening guidelines that 

means that we are now able to loosen restrictions and welcome more face-to-face experiences in our building. 

We’re not ready yet for 100% use yet, but plans are in the works for fewer restrictions and more events now 

that the risk levels are going down.  

The Board agreed to add an Annual Meeting ballot question regarding the removal of the pledge requirement 

when one becomes a UUCGT member. Much discussion has been happening around the idea of a mandating a 

pledge upon membership. In an effort to be more inclusive there is support to remove it. We expect that pledg-

ing will happen even (and especially) when it’s not a mandate.  

The congregation will have a chance to weigh in on this and other topics at the Annual Meeting in June. 

David Hassing, Board Secretary 

The next Board of Trustees meeting will be held on April 13, 2022 



 

10 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Grand Traverse 

6726 Center Road 
Traverse City, MI  49686-1802 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 the BEACON 
         PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

Volume 59, Issue 4 

 
     April 2022 

UUCGT Calendar 
 
 

The UUCGT  office is staffed:  
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Mondays through Thursdays 

Zoom links and updates can be found in the Thursday Flash newsletters 
and here: https://www.uucgt.org/calendar/ 

The newest guidelines for building occupancy are here. 
Check to see if your group is meeting in-person or via Zoom! 

    
April 2022 
 
01 Fri  Rehearsal for Sun Svc       1:00 PM 
 
03 Sun Virtual Social Hall     Sign in at 10:00 AM 
  via Zoom at this link 
                    Reg. Sunday Svc at UUCGT and online 10:30 AM 
  via YouTube here 
04 Mon Stretch & Strengthen    11:30 AM 
04 Mon UUers to the Rescue      4:00 PM 
04 Mon Men’s Group       5:30 PM  
05 Tue Comm. Lunch, Friends Church  10:30 AM 
05 Tue Sunday Service Comm & Coords    1:30 PM 
06 Wed Weekly Staff Meeting (office closed)  10:00 AM 
06 Wed Rev. Alex Office Hours    11:30 AM 
06 Wed Stretch & Strengthen    11:30 AM 
06 Wed Staff Resources       4:00 PM 
07 Thu Rev. Alex Office Hours    11:00 AM 
07 Thu Congregational Care Team     1:00 PM 
07 Thu PeaceMaker Needle Workers     1:30 PM 
07 Thu Book Club        4:00 PM 
07 Thu Vocal Ensemble Rehearsal     6:30 PM 
08 Fri  Rehearsal For Sunday’s Service    1:00 PM 
08 Fri Program Council       3:00 PM 
 
10 Sun Reg. Sunday Svc at UUCGT and online 10:30 AM 
11 Mon Stretch & Strengthen    11:30 AM 
11 Mon UUers to the Rescue      4:00 PM 
12 Tue Comm. Lunch, Friends Church  10:30 AM 
13 Wed Weekly Staff Meeting (office closed)  10:00 AM 
13 Wed Rev. Alex Office Hours    11:30 AM 
13 Wed Stretch & Strengthen    11:30 AM 
13 Wed Finance Committee      3:30 PM 
13 Wed Supper? Check with the McDonalds    5:30 PM 

 
 
13 Wed Board of Trustees      7:00 PM 
14 Thu Rev. Alex Office Hours    11:00 AM 
14 Thu PeaceMaker Needle Workers     1:30 PM 
14 Thu Vocal Ensemble Rehearsal     6:30 PM 
15 Fri  Rehearsal For Sunday’s Service    1:00 PM 
 
17 Sun Reg. Sunday Svc at UUCGT and online 10:30 AM 
18 Mon  Stretch & Strengthen       11:30 AM  
18 Mon UUers to the Rescue      4:00 PM 
19 Tue Comm. Lunch, Friends Church  10:30 AM 
19 Tue Leadership Development     3:00 PM 
20 Wed Weekly Staff Meeting (office closed)  10:00 AM 
20 Wed Rev. Alex Office Hours    11:30 AM 
20 Wed Stretch & Strengthen    11:30 AM 
21 Thu Rev. Alex Office Hours    11:00 AM 
21 Thu Congregational Care Team     1:00 PM 
21 Thu PeaceMaker Needle Workers     1:30 PM 
21 Thu Book Club        4:00 PM 
21 Thu Committee on Ministry      5:00 PM 
21 Thu Vocal Ensemble Rehearsal     6:30 PM 
22 Fri  Rehearsal For Sunday’s Service    1:00 PM 
 
24 Sun Reg. Sunday Svc at UUCGT and online 10:30 AM 
25 Mon Stretch & Strengthen    11:30 AM 
25 Mon UUers to the Rescue      4:00 PM 
26 Tue Comm. Lunch, Friends Church  10:30 AM 
26 Tue Healthy Congregations Meeting     4:00 PM  
27 Wed Weekly Staff Meeting (office closed)  10:00 AM 
27 Wed Rev. Alex Office Hours    11:30 AM 
27 Wed Stretch & Strengthen    11:30 AM 
28 Thu Rev. Alex Office Hours    11:00 AM 
28 Thu PeaceMaker Needle Workers     1:30 PM 
28 Thu Social Justice Action Team     3:00 PM 
28 Thu Vocal Ensemble Rehearsal     6:30 PM 
29 Fri  Rehearsal For Sunday’s Service    1:00 PM 
 
30 Sat Congregation Beth Shalom Gathering   5:30 PM 

 
________________________ 

 
 

https://www.uucgt.org/calendar/
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/46be9ca8001/56dbbbba-f4fb-48fd-8962-98653b64dbde.pdf?rdr=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84509824161?pwd=NmxLcVV4SEVnam1Cd1YwYlVCQmdEQT09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCigmumpdp9aep_B4R-cwo6g
mailto:m_mcdonald@charter.net

