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Sunday Service
Coordinators
Amanda Mangiardi
Karen Casebeer
Nancy Doughty

A Tribute to Mary Beloved poet Mary Oliver has wrien poems
Oliver
that touch our hearts. She passed away this
year and we will hold a service commemora*ng her amazing body of work, which ﬁlls
our hearts with joy.

7.14.19

Rev. Beth Marshall
Margaret Wozniak

A Ladder,
A Life Ra1 or
A Lighthouse?

We seek faith communi*es at diﬀerent
points in our lives for a wide variety of reasons. This morning’s service will celebrate
some of what guides us as well as what
binds us together as a beloved community.
Bring a friend/guest Sunday.

7.21.19

Rev. Beth Marshall
Mary Van Valin

Blessings and
Benedic*ons

This morning’s service is built upon a short
blessing, taught by a dear mentor. Do not be
misled by its simplicity.
It is a blessing to be.
It is a blessing to be here.
It is a blessing to be here, now.
It is a blessing to be here now, together.
This morning’s service will be Rev. Beth’s last
service at UUCGT.

7.28.19

Rev. Jane Lippert
Hal Gurian

Willingness to be
Astonished

We hear*ly celebrate beginnings - baby
showers, weddings and birthdays. What
about endings? What about death? Paying
aen*on to endings as a process rather than
an event can bring great meaning.
Cul*va*ng a willingness to be astonished
enriches our lives.

Minister
Rev. Beth Marshall
minister@uucgt.org

Director of Religious
Educaon
Betsy Hammerberg
dre@uucg.org
Oﬃce Administrator
Susan Sherman
oﬃce@uucgt.org
Bookkeeper
Glennda Corning
bookie@uucgt.org
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UUCGT appreciates you!
July Board Meeng
Tuesday, July 16, 2019

6:00 PM
Open to all unless indicated

Please
See
Inside
for
Details

Please send Beacon submissions
to beacon@uucgt.org
by the 25th of the month
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Descripon

Rev. Cathy Harrington The Power of We
Hal Gurian

What does this theme for the UUA 2019 General Assembly mean to us?
How do we live our values on a larger scale, and join with other UU congrega*ons to live into the aspira*onal vision of a just world?

8.11.19 Rev. Cathy Harrington Our Chosen Faith
Amanda Mangiardi

Unitarian Universalism has been called a here*cal faith, a label many of
us accept with pride and humor. This sermon will oﬀer a balance of UU
history, humor, and hope.

8.18.19 Andi Kramer
Mark Gustafson

This service will be about the importance of plot and endings in stories
and why they aﬀect us the way they do. Is there a message in this for
Unitarians?

How We Tell Stories

8.25.19 Rev. Cathy Harrington Bread for the Journey
Amanda Mangiardi

Change is inevitable. This sermon is an explora*on into the wonder of life
and the unexpected events that lead us to new experiences that can
oﬀer unlimited reward and joy.

Greeters needed in July & August!
Share your Smile and Welcoming Spirit
It’s easy - just sign up on the bulle n board near the oﬃce.
Greet just one Sunday, or sign up for a regular or semi-regular shi1. Job descrip*on
is posted on the bulle*n board, but simply asks you to:
1. Smile, remember to get down to our lile ones’ level, say “Welcome”,
“Glad you’re here”, “How are you?”, etc.; 2. Hand out Order of Service
3. Count aendees 4. Help with oﬀering

UUCGT extends a warm welcome to new Board members

Pat Light, Judy Myers and Mary Anne Rivers
Thank you for stepping up and being here!
Endowment Commi=ee
The Endowment Fund was increased by $10,000 with a recent generous gi1 from the Cook Family in memory of
Jim Cook.
Jim was a valued member of the congrega*on for many years, edi*ng the Beacon when it was the only means of
communica*on to congregants, then serving on the Board. This gi1 is a reminder that gi1s to the Endowment
Fund are encouraged, not just as memorials, but to honor folks at birthdays or wedding anniversaries or other
signiﬁcant life events.
With Federal tax law it is possible for those taking IRA required annual minimum deduc*ons to give any part of
that money directly to charitable organiza*ons thereby not having the money be taxable. If this law aﬀects your
ﬁnances, please do consider our UU Endowment Fund as a worthy site for your funds.
Our money is invested with 2 Vanguard Funds: one a Bond Fund, the other a Social Responsible Index Fund.
Any member of the Endowment Commiee is available to speak with you regarding a gi1 to our Fund.
Nancy Doughty, Ann Swaney, Karl Keinath, Ellie Smith and Don Pyne
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Reflection from Rev. Beth
Since beginning my ministry with you in March, the learning curve has
been steep. However, there is no doubt in my mind that the strengths and
gi1s of this congrega*on and her people will be exactly what is needed to
succeed moving forward.
I am seeing commitment and dedica*on, both to the congrega*on and
the larger community of Grand Traverse. Ministers come and go, endowments rise and fall, walking paths are developed, basements cleaned out,
and Unitarian Universalism lives on.
We are living in a *me when real challenges face congrega*ons of every shape, size and denomina*onal aﬃlia*on. No longer is church the centerpiece in family life. However, I do believe that we are at a *me when the
need for real community is greater than ever – not less.
There will always be the need for a place where the deepest ques*ons on our hearts can be discussed with compassion. There will always be the need for a place where people enter as strangers and spiritual refugees, and in
*me, become friends. The world will always need a place to anchor our children in ways that are kind and compassionate. This is one of those places.
I have great conﬁdence that the people here are well suited to take up present challenges, the anxiety and frustra*ons, and ﬁnd ways to transform them all into things of wisdom and beauty and las*ng strength. The path
has not been easy nor always clear, but it rarely is. The dreams of this congrega*on call for hard work, vision and
a sense of adventure– each of which is in its own way a blessing unto itself.
It has been my great pleasure to serve as your temporary minister, and I look forward to hearing how the next
chapters unfold.
In hope and faith, Rev. Beth
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Committee Updates
The Membership Commi=ee

would like to report that the Ice
Cream Social was a huge success, and requests were made for more of
these. About 50 people stayed a1er service for this social *me together.
Choices of ice cream included vanilla with a chocolate swirl, plain vanilla,
and a lactose-free op*on. There were also plenty of toppings!
The Branching Out Concert on Father’s Day evening was also a good *me.
We had UU members as well as family, friends, and followers of the band
in aendance. Susan Holmes Glazier did a great job of organizing this
event. Thank you, Susan!

Social Jusce Commi=ee
We just completed Pride Week, but it has also been Pride Month. Our congrega*on was there, literally, with
ﬂags and banners, announcing our support and love for all peoples! Rev. Beth marched with us, as did our president of the congrega*on, Mike McDonald. Many members were present throughout the throng of dedicated
marchers celebra*ng our freedom of expression and proud to be who we are, accep*ng of all.
We celebrate the diﬀerences and beauty among us and are proud of the individual blessings that we all have to
oﬀer in making this wonderful na*on. We can celebrate Pride Week, because we live in a Democracy that allows, even encourages diﬀerent expressions of ourselves. We must be aware though of the restric*ons s*ll on
so many. As white middle-income people, we have the privilege of these expressions, whereas many of our
black or brown colored neighbors, are not so free. This freedom of expressing our acceptance of LBTGQ is one
of our white privileges. We must con*nue to ﬁght for this acceptance across our na*on and other countries
where persecu*on, torture, even death are o1en the consequences of self-expression. Forced conversion therapy is s*ll required by some religions.
The LBTGQ community has long been marginalized in our society and in many na*ons. It has taken a long *me
to gain acceptance. The bales have been hard but are con*nuing to be won. There are s*ll many areas of concern and discrimina*on. Health care remains an issue as does marriage in some states and guaranteed equality
in employment and housing, etc.
To change the subject, we want you to know of a diﬀerent emergency coming up
now or within a few weeks:
ICE plans raids on immigrant peoples, our neighbors. Please educate yourself
and know what to do. Here is a link to the UUA website and be prepared to help.
Copy and paste this address into your web browser:
hps://www.uua.org/loveresists/blog/rapid-response-event-ice-raids-your-community
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UUCGT Library
Did you know that UUCGT has its own library?
We have a variety of books, a children’s sec*on and a sec*on with
informa*on on the UU religion.
There are cards in each book to ﬁll out and place in a small basket to check
out our books.
Bonnie Mathias is the librarian and catalogues using the Dewey decimal system, organize shelves, and generally maintain the library.
We aempt to select a few new books that pertain speciﬁcally to UU interests as o1en as budget allows, o1en
from Beacon Press, but usually dependent on dona*ons which come in frequently.
Carol Ri=er is in charge of the document archive, which is in the library closet, maintained in a ﬁle cabinet
and the shelves on the le1.
Barb Culton is in charge of the photo archive, also on the shelves there. The documents are organized by topic, for example, Commiees, or News Clippings.
Anyone who wants to look may have access to it, or they can contact Chris Lautz for help in retrieval. The top
drawer s*cks a bit, which might lead folks to believe it is locked, but it is not. Just takes a lile jerk upwards to
open.
The records we have go back to the 1960’s & are spoy, but informa*ve. New items are being added at a very
slow rate, because a lot of the new informa*on is being stored electronically. There is a small blue box on the
desk in the library with a ﬁle folder in it where anyone can leave anything they would like archived.
If there is something you feel needs archiving for the UU, please place it in the small blue box.

The entrance to the library is right next to the restrooms
Just For Fun...
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Board Report
UU Board Meeng Summary for June 2019
The UUCGT Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, June 18. Following are key
items from the mee*ng:
We greeted three new Board members who were elected at the June 2 Annual Mee*ng and will take oﬃce on July 1.
The new members are Pat Light, Judy Myers and Mary Anne Rivers. New
members were allowed voice but not a vote at this mee*ng.
Barb Termaat and Laura Matche presented a proposal to study merging the
func*ons of the Safe Congrega*on Commiee and the Conﬂict Management Team under one new team with a
proposed name of Healthy Congrega*on Team. The Board okayed the study with no ac*on to be taken un*l a
detailed proposal is presented this Fall. The input of our new Interim Minister, Rev. Cathy Harrington, will be
considered.
Discussed ways the Annual Mee*ng and the Sunday Service on the Annual Mee*ng date could be streamlined.
This will be revisited next year when we plan the 2020 Annual Mee*ng.
Approved a request to re-instate the Green Sanctuary Commiee which has been dormant.
Approved the Music Director Job Descrip*on as proposed by the Music Director Search Commiee with an
amendment to include hiring and supervision of Accompanists as part of the Job Descrip*on.
Approved a request for exterior pain*ng from the Facili*es Commiee. The best bid was from Aztec Pain*ng.
Pain*ng will take place this Summer.
We plan to share highlights from our monthly Board mee*ngs throughout the year. You can also ﬁnd the
minutes of Board mee*ngs on our website. Our Board mee*ngs are open mee*ngs and you are welcome to
aend. Our next mee*ng is scheduled for Tuesday, July 16 at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary.
Mike McDonald, President
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Annual Meeting 2019
UUCGT 2019 Annual Meeng Minutes
Sunday, June 2, 2019 – 11:20 am
1. The 2019 UUCGT Annual Mee*ng was convened at 11:20 am, Sunday,
June 2, 2019, in the sanctuary by President Mike McDonald. A quorum
of the congrega*on was present.
2. Minutes of the 2018 Annual Mee*ng had been approved by a commiee appointed for that purpose. The President called for volunteers
for a commiee to review the minutes of this mee*ng.
DoTe Cain, Karen Casebeer and Jim Walworth were appointed to that
commiee.
3. The President read a report from our contract minister, Rev. Beth Marshall. No ac*on was required.
4. Karl Keinath, UUCGT Treasurer, delivered the Treasurer's Report. It was a challenging year. The original Treasurer, Jane
Fochtman, resigned and Karl was elected by the Board of Trustees to complete the term. We have had turnover in professional bookkeeping and had to change management so1ware when the developer of our current so1ware announced
it would no longer be supported. Our balance sheet looks healthy. We an*cipate an annual budget of approximately
$263,000 for the upcoming ﬁscal year.
5. Price Was reported that the Endowment Commiee has con*nued to meet. The balance in the endowment account
was $87,979 as of 12/31/18 and is invested 60% in bonds and 40% in a socially responsible equity fund. Disbursements
were made in accordance with Endowment Commiee policy and procedure.
6. Mike McDonald delivered the president's report. It has been a year of signiﬁcant challenges which we seem to have
weathered successfully. Our senior spiritual leader le1 the pulpit due to illness in mid-June of 2018 and was unable to
return. Following a thoughWul discernment process, the congrega*on entered into a nego*ated separa*on with Rabbi
Chava which was completed in February. The Board selected a contract minister to ﬁll out the program year and then,
later, recruited an interim minister who will begin a two year interim ministry in August. We also revitalized our Religious
Educa*on program, rented our small classroom to a medita*on organiza*on, held a public Christmas Eve service at the
State Theatre followed by a smaller private service at the church. The Pledge Campaign resulted in an increased level of
pledging which was worked into the 2019-20 budget; our membership has stabilized.
7. President McDonald then opened discussion of the 2019-20 budget proposed by the Board of Trustees. He opened
with an acknowledgment of the *me and eﬀort put in by Kay Sturgeon, Assistant Treasurer. He then summarized the
budget and called aen*on to the fact that we had been able to increase our fair share giving to the UUA over last year's
amount, although we are s*ll not at the level urged by the UUA. There were no ques*ons about the budget.
8. President McDonald then introduced Jane Was, speaking for Mary Van Valin, who informed the congrega*on of the
work completed by a commiee appointed a1er our congrega*onal mee*ng in October to inves*gate revising our congrega*onal covenant. A vote on the suggested new language was included on the ballot distributed to members in
aendance and to absentees.
9. Tom Darnton, Policy Commiee Chair, then presented a proposed by-law change removing reference to PresidentElect from the by-laws and replacing it with reference to Vice President. There were no ques*ons.
10. Joe Cook, Leadership Development Commiee Chair, then presented a proposed by-law change increasing the number of days ahead of the annual mee*ng by which nomina*ons must be submied. He explained that this was to allow
the Safe Congrega*on Response Team suﬃcient *me to perform its func*on within the elec*on system. He introduced
those candidates who were present.
11. President McDonald then explained the vo*ng procedure, which consisted of placing marks on a paper ballot and
delivering the ballot to members of the Annual Mee*ng Commiee for coun*ng.
(connued on page 8)
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Annual Meeting (cont.)
12. Following the vo*ng instruc*ons, President McDonald read the list of members and friends who had passed away
since last year's annual mee*ng.
13. Ballots were collected and the mee*ng was adjourned at 12:08 pm.
14. Following compila*on it was announced that all candidates for the Board (Karl Keinath, Pat Light, Judy Myers and
Mary Anne Rivers), Leadership Development Commiee (Mary Grover, Judith Halsted, Sandra McDonald and Joy
Plaeborze) and Endowment Commiee (Don Pyne and Ellie Smith) were overwhelmingly approved. Both Bylaw changes,
the new Covenant and the 2019-2020 Budget were also approved by wide margins. There were 79 ballots cast in total.
RespecWully submied,
Tom Darnton, Ac*ng Secretary
Monday, June 3, 2019
Approved by the team named in paragraph 2 above by email on 6/13/19

Financial Summary
As of May 31, 2019
Current Year

Prior Year

Budgeted Income Received YTD

$232,415

91.4%

$244,083

89.2%

Budgeted Expenses Paid YTD

$211,105

83.1%

$242,549

89.5%

“For Those in Need” YTD

$ 9,541

$ 17,901*

We have now completed eleven months of our ﬁscal year.
If your pledge payments are not up to date, please try to get them
up to date prior to June 30. If you have not yet pledged for 20192020, please do so right away. Time is running out.
Budgeted income includes the total of all pledged and unpledged
dona*ons and miscellaneous income including building rent, etc.
“For Those in Need” collec*ons are in addi*on to Budgeted Income
Received and are disbursed quarterly to worthy causes, including
Congrega*onal Care, Tuesday Community Lunch and other Community needs outside our congrega*on.
The percentage reﬂects the por*on of the total amount of income or expense budgeted for the ﬁscal year.
*There was a one *me dona*on of $5,000 to “For Those in Need” in December 2017 that did not repeat in 2018.
If you want more detailed informa*on, check our website, click on Board, then Board Packet, then Monthly Comparison.
Ques*ons can be directed to your Finance Commiee which includes Dusty Culton, Karl Keinath, Mike McDonald, Kay
Sturgeon and Price Was.
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UUCGT Calendar
All events and programs take place at UUCGT unless otherwise noted

JULY 2019
01
02
02
02
03
03
03
04

Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thu

Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM
Community Lunch @ Friends Church Mary Kiner 10:30 AM
Bridge Club Paul Christ 1:00 PM
SokukoJi Buddhist Meditation Kozan McLean 6:30-8:30 PM
Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM
Staff Resources library 2:00pm
No Wednesday Potluck this week
Happy Fourth of July! UU office will be closed

07
07
08
08
08
09
09
09
09
09
10
10
10
11
11
11
12
13
13

Sun
Sun
Mon
Mon
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sat

Sunday Service 10:30 AM Lay-led Service
Mindfulness Meditation 1st Sunday sanctuary 2:30-6:30pm
Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM
IGT Steering Committee library 1:00 PM
UUCGT Men’s Group Minerva’s 5:30 PM
Community Lunch @ Friends Church Mary Kiner 10:30 AM
Indivisible GT sanctuary 11:30 AM
Bridge Group Paul Christ 1:00 PM
Finance Committee office 5:30 PM
SokukoJi Buddhist Meditation 6:30-8:30 PM
Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM
Death Café Donna Stein-Harris 1:00 PM
Wednesday Summer Potluck Cindy & Bob Clement 5:30 PM
Shantideva Fan Club 9:30-11:00 AM sanctuary
Peacemakers Needleworkers 1:30 PM
Vocal Ensemble 7:00 PM
Facilities Team, social hall 10:00 AM
Singing Sisters sanctuary 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
UU Celebration of Life for Peg Kauffman sanctuary 3:00 PM

14
14
14
14
15
16
16
16
16

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue

Program Council social hall 9:00 PM
Class w/ Tony Wilgus sanctuary 9:00 AM
Sunday Service 10:30 AM Rev. Beth Marshall
Mindfulness Meditation 5:00-7:00 PM
Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM
Community Lunch @ Friends Church Mary Kiner 10:30 AM
Bridge Club Paul Christ 1:00 PM
Rev. Beth Open Office Hours 1:00 - 3:00 PM
UUCGT Board Meeting sanctuary 6:00 PM
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16
17
17
17
17
17
18
18
18
18
18
19
20
20

Tue
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu
Thu
Thu
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sat

21
21
21
22
23
23
23
23
24
24
24

Sun
Sun
Sun
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Wed
Wed
Wed

SokukoJi Buddhist Meditation Kozan McLean 6:30-8:30 PM
Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM
Sunday Services social hall 12:00 PM
Set-Up for Basement Giveaway 3:30-5:30 PM
Wednesday Potluck @ Penny Ort’s 5:30 PM
UU Benzie Potluck @ Bruce & Val Gerhart 6:30 PM
Basement Giveaway social hall 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Picnic Brown Bag Lunch w/ Rev Beth 12:00 PM
Congregational Care Team library 1:00 PM
Peacemakers Needleworkers 1:30 PM
Vocal Ensemble 7:00 PM
Public Giveaway social hall 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
SokukoJi Meditation Retreat all building 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
An Evening with Antoinette Brown Blackwell & Rev Beth
6:00PM See Flash for details

25
25

Class w/ Tony Wilgus sanctuary 9:00 AM
Sunday Service 10:30 AM Rev. Beth Marshall
Mindfulness Meditation 5:00-7:00 PM
Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM
Community Lunch @ Friends Church Mary Kiner 10:30 AM
Indivisible GT sanctuary 11:30 AM
Bridge Club Paul Christ 1:00 PM
SokukoJi Buddhist Meditation Kozan McLean 6:30-8:30 PM
Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM
Wednesday Summer Potluck Barb & Dusty Culton 5:30 PM
Book Release Event Charles Eisendrath, former TIME correspondent in Washington, London, Paris, Buenos Aires
Thu Shantideva Fan Club 9:30-11:00 AM sanctuary
Thu Peacemakers Needleworkers 1:30 PM

28
28
28
29
30
30
30
31
31

Sun
Sun
Sun
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Wed
Wed

Sunday Service 10:30 AM Lay-led Service
Social Justice Team library 11:45 AM
Mindfulness Meditation sanctuary 5:00-7:00 PM
Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM
Community Lunch @ Friends Church Mary Kiner 10:30 AM
Bridge Club Paul Christ 1:00 PM
SokukoJi Buddhist Meditation Kozan McLean 6:30-8:30 PM
No Wednesday Potluck this week
Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs 11:00 AM

