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FEBRUARY SERVICES 

 

February Theme:  Perseverance  
 

“You may encounter many defeats, but you must not be defeated.  

In fact, it may be necessary to encounter the defeats, so you can know who you are, 

what you can rise from, how you can still come out of it.” 

~  Maya Angelou  

 

 

Sunday, February 4  -  Lay-led with Amanda Mangiardi 

10:30 AM Service:  “Let It Begin With Me” 

The Gandhi King Season for Nonviolence (SNV) commences at the end of this month, in    

cities across the globe.  The annual 64-day campaign is an educational, media and grass-

roots awareness campaign spanning the January 30th and April 4th memorial anniversaries 

of Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  The purpose of the campaign is to focus 

educational and media attention on the philosophy of attaining peace through nonviolent   

action.  These themes will be celebrated in contemplative readings, music and poetry.  The   

service will feature the amazing original compositions of Amanda Mangiardi and '60s protest 

songs for singing along.    

 

 

Sunday, February 11  -  Rabbi Chava and Paula Ward  

10:30 AM Service:  “Setsubun:  Persist in Hope:  Believe that Spring Will Come” 

One year ago, we celebrated the Shinto holiday of Setsubun, in which the congregation was 

blessed by receiving beans that are thrown in blessing.  We are still finding joyful remnants of 

this event in the sanctuary, so let’s do it again!  Setsubun is a joyous celebration of remem-

bering that Spring will come.  As we celebrate persistence this month, Setsubun has come 

again.  Please bring a donation of canned beans for the Grace Episcopal Food Pantry. 

 

 

Sunday, February 18  -  Rabbi Chava and Andi Kramer 

10:30 AM Service:  “Persist Against Injustice, Blessing for Community Justice Makers” 

On this date in 1608, Quakers conducted the first formal protest of slavery in Germantown, 

Pennsylvania.  To honor their persistence, we will honor some of the great local leaders in the 

fight for justice in the current political climate, including Susan Rogan of "Rogan's List" and 

Betsy Coffia.  Quaker hymns and reflections will grace the service, and we will leave ready to 

continue the work of repairing the world.   

 

 

Editor, Stan Cain 

 

Send submissions to 

beacon@uucgt.org 

BEACON Article Deadline:  
No later than the 25th of the month  

preceding the issue date 
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Sunday, February 25  -  Rabbi Chava and Hal Gurian  

10:30 AM Service:  “Persist in Learning:  The Issues are Momentous - Sen. Hiram Rhodes Revels’ Birthday” 

This date is the birthday of Senator (Rev.) Hiram Rhodes Revels, the first African American to be elected to Congress.  A 

powerful speaker because of his preaching background, Sen. Revels, who was born and lived as a free man, is a social and 

racial justice hero.  Come and hear his words, still so relevant today, as we reflect on the state of racial justice in America. 

 

 

MARCH SERVICES 

 

March Theme:  History and Heritage  
 

Sunday, March 4  -  Rabbi Chava and Amanda Mangiardi 

10:30 AM Service:  “International Women's Day” 

International Women's Day takes place on March 8.  Join us for this service honoring UU women's voices and music.  We'll 

look at the #MeToo movement and the effect of the women's marches locally and nationally. 

 

Sunday, March 11  -  Rabbi Chava and Betsy Emdin    

10:30 AM Service:  “The Season of Nonviolence” 

The Gandhi King Season for Nonviolence (SNV) continues in cities across the globe.  The purpose of the campaign is to 

focus educational and media attention on the philosophy of attaining peace through nonviolent action.  Our service will fo-

cus on     celebrating the words and ideas of great visionary leaders, like Gandhi, King, Mandela and the Dalai Lama, as 

well as women's voices who call for nonviolent noncooperation to protest injustice.  

 

Sunday, March 18  -  Rabbi Chava and Max Old Bear  

10:30 AM Service:  “Celebrating Irish Music and Tall Tales:  The Wearing of the Green” 

Join us this St. Patrick's Day weekend as we celebrate the beloved music and tall tales of the Irish tradition.  Rabbi Chava 

will offer a reflection on UU inspirations for how we are morally obliged to treat immigrants to the United States and how we 

can help from right here in northern Michigan.  

 

Sunday, March 25  -  Lay-led service with Rev. Karen Welch  

10:30 AM Service:  “Palm Sunday” 

Palm Sunday is found:  whenever we are serving a noble and unpopular cause with selfless devotion, holding to the ideals 

of truth and justice; whenever we are seeking to uplift the fallen, to comfort the brokenhearted, to strengthen and encourage 

the weak and hopeless; whenever we are working bravely and persistently in the face of abuse and criticism to establish 

more   equitable relations in the world; whenever we are sacrificing our lives in behalf of what we believe to be the service of 

love for all humanity.  That is Palm Sunday!”  (Source:  David O. Rankin, Dancing in the Empty Space, Skinner House 

Books, 2001).  

Fourteen UUCGT Committee Reps and staff attended Program 
Council (PC) meeting on January 14th.  General consensus af-
firmed the November 19, 2017 Thanksgiving Feast that Program 
Council coordinated.  Everything went well and PC will do so 
again in 2018.  The brief service and social time while the tables of 
food were prepared were appreciated and in general all food items 
were hot.  Discussion encouraged more family gatherings, BBQ, 
etc. during the year -  possibly in the spring or summer.  
 

Many committees need additional volunteers.  It was proposed and 
accepted that the membership will be asked to indicate their com-
mittee / activity interest during the 2018 stewardship campaign. 

This information will be used by committee chairs to recruit new 
volunteers.  A central intake and dispersal process volunteer will be 
needed. 
 

Next PC meeting is February 11th at 9:00 AM in the classroom. 
Anyone interested in learning more about the work of UUCGT 
committees is welcome to attend. 
 

Richard Walter 

Chair, Program Council 

rick9709@sbcglobal.net 

Program Council News - November 2017 
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Every life is in search of a narrative.  We all seek, willy-nilly, to 

introduce some kind of concord into the everyday discord and 

dispersal we find about us.… In our own postmodern era of frag-

mentation and fracture, I shall be arguing that narrative provides 

us with one of our most viable forms of identity – individual and 

communal.   – Richard Kearney, On Stories 

 

What is the narrative of UUCGT and how do we shape our future, 

holy friends? 

 

As I move more deeply into my doctoral studies – that is, prepar-

ing the actual thesis-project proposal – I am privileged to be 

spending time thinking about how change happens, how we shape 

communities of dialogue or what the awesome Parker Palmer 

calls “communities of truth.” 

 

As a Unitarian Universalist congregation, with our great tradition 

of polity – the norms of how a community operates within the 

system and history of Unitarian Universalism – the community of 

truth model can be helpful in thinking about who we are, who we 

have been and who we wish to become.  Unlike the “banking 

model,” articulated by the Liberation theologian, Paulo Friere, 

where the instructor deposits learning into the brains of learners, 

the community of truth means that each and every one of us has 

something meaningful and unique to contribute to process of 

knowing and becoming, witness: 

 

As we move into 2018 and beyond, with my remaining 11 years 

with you, I want to start asking deeper questions of who we have 

been at our very best, who we are and what we each bring to the 

process that is UUCGT (think of it as both a place, a community 

and a process unfolding). 

 

How will we do this? 

 

We have all had enough flip charts, World Cafes and process in-

terventions in this community and in our professional lives, yes?  

Instead, I propose that we work together through a process of con-

templation and conversation. 

 

It is clear that in a world of utter political insanity that contempla-

tive practice is a vital way of being, a way of becoming honest, 

clear and (maybe) a little calmer and less reactive.  At the same 

time, I am increasingly convinced that from this contemplative 

clarity, the important conversations can emerge. 

 

How we change is guided by the questions we ask: 

 

Who have we been at our very best? 

 

What are the UUCGT moments that have touched you in the 

most positive ways? 

 

When working with each other, how have your most mean-

ingful contributions helped to illuminate your heart? 

 

Organizations move in the direction of the questions they ask.  As 

we look ahead, I now ask you, and myself as fellow knower, how 

can we best bring forward the light at the center of each person 

who is part of the UUCGT process? 

 

In blessing – 

Rabbi Chava 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

“Truth is an eternal conversation about things that matter,      
conducted with passion and discipline. 

Truth is the process of inquiry and dialogue itself, that keeps    
testing old conclusions and coming up with new ones. 

It is commitment to the conversation.” 

 

- Parker Palmer 

 

Rabbi’s Reflection 

 

 

 

 

 

In Search of a Narrative 
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UUMA Excellence in Ministry  

 

Although I was too ill to travel in person, I had the great privilege 
of participating via livestream in the UUMA Institute for Excel-
lence in Ministry with colleagues.  I am bursting with excitement to 
share what I have learned with the Sunday Services team.  You will 
see the fruits of the seminar I attended in how we think about, de-
sign and offer worship in the months head.  How exciting this was! 
 

Important Change to a Long-Standing UUA  Campaign 

 

For years many of us have carried the banner of the UUA's Stand-
ing on the Side of Love (SSL) campaign.  We've supported pro-
grams, worn tee-shirts and marched proudly.  This year the UUA 
felt it was important to update the campaign and think deeply about 
its future.  Good news!  To make the campaign more relevant and 
pliable to a variety of social justice needs, the new version is:  

 

 

One of the reasons for the change is that NOT EVERY ONE CAN 
PHYSICALLY STAND.  This is often invisible to those who 
can.  As UU World writes,  
 

"The shirts will still be bright yellow, and the logo will remain a 
sketch of a heart, but the name of the Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation’s high-visibility public witness campaign is now much 
shorter - and less controversial for accessibility rights activists." 

 

Annual Report on Giving 

 

For those interested in engaging with the UUA's vision and current 
self-evaluation, the 2017 Annual Report is now available here in 
both video and written form:  https://www.uua.org/giving/news/
annual-report.  I look forward to our UUCGT budget reaching a 
robustness where we can fully support our UUA giving.  
 

General Assembly 2018  

(Fats Domino, singer of "(I'm Going to) Kansas City") 
 

 

Start thinking now about General Assembly in Kansas City this 
June!   
 

Information is available here: 
https://www.uua.org/calendars/uua/general-assembly-2018   

 

 

Rabbi Chava Bahle  

rabbi@uucgt.org 

 

 

 

 

U UA  a n d  D e n o m i n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

 f r o m  R a b b i  C h a v a   

 

Last Call!  UUCGT DIRECTORYLast Call!  UUCGT DIRECTORYLast Call!  UUCGT DIRECTORYLast Call!  UUCGT DIRECTORY    
 

The 2018 UUCGT Congregation Directory of Members and Friends will be formatted in 

February, many thanks to Jane Watts and Susan Sherman.  We ask all Members and 

Friends to review your listing in the current 2017 Directory, and notify the office ASAP via 

email of any changes to office@uucgt.orgoffice@uucgt.orgoffice@uucgt.orgoffice@uucgt.org.  Thank you! 
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SPRING LEARNING:  9:00 AM PROGRAMSPRING LEARNING:  9:00 AM PROGRAMSPRING LEARNING:  9:00 AM PROGRAMSPRING LEARNING:  9:00 AM PROGRAM    

“TWELVE STEPS TO A COMPASSIONATE LIFE”“TWELVE STEPS TO A COMPASSIONATE LIFE”“TWELVE STEPS TO A COMPASSIONATE LIFE”“TWELVE STEPS TO A COMPASSIONATE LIFE”        
 

Friends, as a community of learners, it is a joy to announce our next series of 9:00 AM programs for the 
Spring.   
 

Karen Armstrong is the author of numerous books on religious affairs - including A History of God, The 

Battle for God, Holy War, Muhammad, Buddha, The Great Transformation - and two memoirs, 
Through the Narrow Gate and The Spiral Staircase.  Her work has been translated into forty-five lan-
guages.   
 

Beginning on Sunday, February 18, with coffee and treats, we will star t a journey of reading 
her Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life, one chapter per gathering.  We'll begin with silent reflection 
and then enter sacred conversation about each chapter using the principles of dialogue we studied in the 
fall, and close with reflection.  Look for all dates in your Flash and future Beacon, but plan to join Rabbi 
Chava and DLE Sarah Montgomery-Richards at 9:00 AM on February 18 for our kick off!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hold in our hearts 

 

Barbara Berry is recovering from surgery at The Pavilions, and 
would enjoy visitors - text her first before visiting please 

 

Karen Welch had hand surgery this week, and plans to return to her 
regular activities. 
 

Marilyn Mayo had surgery at Cleveland Clinic last week, and will 
be going to her winter home in Florida for recovery. 
 

 

We are mindful of those at home in care of their families 

 

Karen Culp, Marge Rundell, Sally Mitchell, Peg Kauffman, Anne 
Olney, Nancy Landfair and Carol Still who would appreciate calls 
and maybe visits during these winter months. 
 

 

 

 

We celebrated the Joys 

 

Two big January birthdays of two very special ladies in the  
congregation, MaryAnn Force and Penny Ort !! 
 

 

 

   Judith Briggs, CCT Member 

   jbriggs002@centurytel.net  
 

All About Us - Congregational Care Team 
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Benzie County UU Services  
 

The BCUU's will meet on February 7 and February 21, 2018 at 
Grow Benzie, 5885 Frankfort Highway, Benzonia, MI 49616.  
The evening begins with a potluck at 6:30 followed by the service 
at 7:30. 
 

February 7 

 

February continues with programming focused on getting to know 
each other better and more deeply.  The February 7th meeting will 
allow individuals to tell their own religious journey and how they 
got to where they are now, and will include information on famous 
Unitarians.  There will be surprises here! 
 

February 21 

 

February 21st will focus on Passion.  What is one passionate about 
and why and how does this passion transform to life.  These meet-
ings are a time of listening and learning. 
 

 

Any questions? Call Laurie Mason at 616-540-5255 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Potluck and Speaker! 
 

Liz Kirkwood, Executive Director of FLOW (For  Love of Wa-
ter), will be speaking at our Congregation to discuss new develop-
ments with Line 5 and related activities. 
 

Wednesday, February 21 at 7:00 PM  
Come join us for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm before the meeting 
and stay for the presentation and discussion. 
 

John Hoffmann 

jandphoff@yahoo.com 

 

 

UU Book Club 

 

There is a change in our initial schedule for our February 11th UU 
Book Club meeting.  The book is "The Remains of the Day" by 
Kazuo Ishiguro.  Barbara McClellan will be our host (501 
Georgetown Drive #24).  Be sure to RSVP to Barb at 941-2368 or 
bingo2755@gmail.com.  If anyone needs a 
copy of the revised schedule, contact Karen 
Welch (Book Club Communicator).   
HAPPY READING! 
 

Karen Welch 

kwelch1941@gmail.com 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

Everyone needs some exercise ! 
 

If you are looking for someone to keep you motivated to exercise; 
If you are already "working out" 2 or 3 times a week; or just want to learn about strength training; 
If you are young at heart, or just trying to keep what muscle you have; 
If you want a quiet place to work-out with pleasant music (no blasting Rock); 
If you want a friendly group of people to work-out with, No "pumping iron"; 
If you want a short work-out that strengthens all the major muscle groups, but doesn't exhaust you....  
  

You are WELCOME to join the UUCGT Exercise Group 

on Mondays & Wednesdays from 11:00 - 12:00 

  

The class is simple Stretching and Strengthening, designed to strengthen all muscle groups, 
including the "core" (back & belly); legs, arms, shoulders.  
The stretches are gentle but will help you maintain the range of motion of your joints and help prevent falls. 
Stretching is absolutely important if you want to use the muscles that you strengthen. 
  

Bring a mat and hand weights, IF you have them - but we have extra of both to get you started, until 
you know what you want to buy.  The advantage of using weights is that everybody can work at 
their own level and achieve improvement! 
  

Oh, I didn't tell you, the class is free!  
 

I am retired so I no longer renew my certifications.  
  

Judith Briggs MS (Exercise Science); BSN (Nursing) 
Call me @  228-4655 if you have questions 
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L i f e s p a n  E x p e r i e n c e  

Sundays in February for pre k-8th grade  

We’ve been working on some exciting projects in our “UU & 

YOU at Hogwarts” curriculum as part of our consideration of 

poverty, so we’ll be continuing this unit through February.  

We’re learning a lot, and making scarves to donate to Safe Har-

bor as well.  Additionally, we will continue collecting items for 

the Goodwill Housing Support Services Wish List through the 

end of February – the donation tub is located in the hallway near 

the kitchen, and a copy of the wish list itself can be found nearby 

or via this link  https://goo.gl/cxxSWf 

 

Greetings Friends! 

Suggested reading for families/parents this month: 

 Our book this month is once again connected to our focus in our “Hogwarts” program – this month we have another book dealing with 
poverty & hunger – this time based on a true story!  “Katie’s Cabbage” by Katie Stagliano”  …is the inspirational true story of 
how Katie Stagliano, a third grader from Summerville, South Carolina, grew a forty-pound cabbage in her backyard and donated it 
to help feed 275 people at a local soup kitchen.  In her own words, Katie shares the story of the little cabbage seedling and the big 
ideas of generosity and service that motivated her to turn this experience into Katie's Krops, a national youth movement aimed at 
ending hunger one vegetable garden at a time”.  https://goo.gl/Ewu4XS 

 

Friday Night Out!   February 9th -  5:30-9:00 pm – Contact Sarah ASAP to reserve a spot! 
 

Adult Lifespan Experience Classes Begin February 18th at 9:00 AM!  

Please plan to join us for our first “Branches” Adult Education class of 2018!  In late 2017 we met to explore the “Roots” topic of Dia-
logue  – now we’ll apply that experience to a subject.  Together we’ll be reading Karen Armstrong’s “A Compassionate Life” – please 
see Rabbi Chava’s Beacon article for further detail.  You have plenty of time to purchase the book!  Couldn’t join us for the Dialogue 
class?  No worries - all are welcome in this book study. 
 

Brewing Community!  

Brewing Community is a fun opportunity to gather with friends young and old, share some food and beverage, and connect over light-
hearted conversation. See you from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at The Workshop Brewing Company on February 8 & 22. 
 

Wednesday Supper Schedule! 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays are potluck, 2nd Wednesdays are $5 (adult)/$3 (children 10 & under), and 4th Wednesdays are now Pizza Night 
with the cost of the meal (snacks, salad, pizza, dessert) shared by those who participate.  If there happens to be a 5th Wednesday, we will 
host a themed-dinner night - $5 (adult)/$3 (children 10 & under).  Hope to see you this month! 
 

Save The Date!  - February 21 @ 7:00 PM 

Wednesday Night Speaker Program!  FLOW (For Love of Water) with Liz Kirkwood.  Please plan to join us for this 
special update on recent work, including Line 5.  Please see their website for more information on the organization:  http://
flowforwater.org/ 
 

As always, be kind to yourselves, kind to each other, and send loving kindness out into the universe.  

In Peace,  
Sarah Montgomery-Richards, MA  
Director of Lifespan Experience  
dle@uucgt.org  
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We are just past the second annual Women’s March.  This March 
is for Women’s Rights, but in so marching, we are marching for 
Human Rights everywhere!  A right that helps one, does, hopefully 
help others.  All too often, that change to betterment of people’s 
lives takes way too long a time. 
 

Women won the right to vote by marching.  Suffrage was finally 
granted, and to Blacks, too.  We all can vote.  But now can we? 

 

Today’s administration is turning back the clock on many Rights. 
One of them is the Right to Vote.  The vote is being removed for 
many people, and we must March again.  The right to vote is an 
inalienable right and a necessary pillar of a Democracy and also a 
Responsibility for all its citizens. 
 

There is progress.  The vote is being returned to felons in Florida 
and hopefully across the Nation. Many are working hard to main-
tain and re-obtain the vote for the poor, minorities, rurally isolated 
peoples. 
 

We also march specifically for Women’s Rights; the rights to 
choose for our own body including making contraception and abor-
tion reasonably accessible; the right for equal pay; the right to be 
free from fear of molestation and rape by our male counterparts; 
the right to be accepted into the work force where our talents lead 
us not where others feel women should work, etc.  (I speak as a 
doctor here, where I had to fight many for admission and ac-
ceptance in medicine including family, colleges, hospitals.) 
 

 

 

 

With today’s administration and the prevalent rhetoric degrading 
minorities and women, peoples of color, peoples from nations 
where peoples live who generally are shades different than white, 
are continually being put down and disenfranchised  -  We must 
March. 
 

Puerto Rico has not obtained the help due it from the Administra-
tion.  Why?  They are US citizens even though their land is a terri-
tory of our government.  The people there are generally of shades 
darker.  But - is that how we treat our citizens?  We must March! 
 

Environmentally, unfortunately, many of our corporations look for 
vulnerable places to build (and dump), assuming, hoping, they can 
get away with pollution as the government turns the other way. 
There have been many sad histories of taking advantage of poorer 
areas, Native American lands, where dumping can slip in hopefully 
unnoticed.  For example; the Dakota Pipeline.  Here again we must 
become more aware and March.  (More on this next month) 
 

I cannot begin to list all the reasons for Marching.  I hope you have 
found your own, your own passion for Marching.  Please continue 
it, and let us all support each other and March together. 
 

Emmy Lou Cholak, 

sjatcmi@gmail.com 

 

S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  

 

 

My beloved colleague, African-American Sufi Muslim and teacher 
at Starr King School for the Ministry, the late Ibrahim Abdurrah-
man Farajajé, once said:   
 

“The things that you love in life, the things that bring you joy,  
the things that bring you blessing, the things that bring you love:   
go towards those things, live into those things, embrace those 
things.” 

 

 

 

 

Friends, as you know the Sunday Services Committee and Social 
Justice have been working to grow in our awareness of racial jus-
tice in the community and in the congregation.  I am pleased to 
announce here a black-only UU gathering.   
 

Here is the announcement from BLUU: 
 

What is Revival?  It’s uplift, transformation, and nourishment of 
body, mind, and spirit.  It’s testimony, music, and dance.  It’s al-
lowing space for spirit to move.  It’s love and justice being 
breathed into life anew.  Revival is the place where a restoration to 
life, consciousness, strength and faith is cultivated among people 
of all ages and stages, where we literally live again.  And Black 
Lives of Unitarian Universalism is ecstatic to host revival in the 
MidAmerica region this Spring!! 
 

(continued on page 9) 
 

R a c i a l  J u s t i c e   

a n d  t h e  8 t h  P r i n c i p l e  P r o j e c t  
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Leadership Development Season Open 

  

Do you know someone who would be a good candidate 

for the Board of Trustees, the Leadership Development Committee or the Endowment Committee?  
 

Your Leadership Development Committee (LDC) is happy to receive recommendations from the membership until February 15, 2018.   
We are charged with developing a slate of candidates for these important committees, whose membership is established each year at the  
Annual Meeting held in early June. 
  

The Mission of the LDC is “to encourage and recruit candidates for the Board of Trustees, the Endowment Committee and the Leadership 
Development Committee, and develop programs within the Congregation to insure competent leadership that reflects compassionate minis-
try.”  Our recruitment process gets under way each year in January.  We invite Congregation Members to suggest the names of others who 
might be good candidates, or to volunteer themselves, until February 15th.  At the same time LDC Committee members will be engaging 
congregants in discussions about the important tasks performed by these committees.  Our goal is to have a good list of possible candidates 
by February 15th.  We will then begin more in-depth (and confidential) discussions with individual members about these positions.  
  

We are looking for members who: 
 

·  Are comfortable with diverse ideas, are welcoming to contrary points of view, and who have the ability to compromise; 
·  Care deeply about UUCGT; 
·  Are aware of and honor UUCGT history; 
·  Have experience on a least one UUCGT committee; 
·  Have demonstrated organizational skills; and 

·  Have evidenced a commitment to attend meetings and participate wholeheartedly in the work of the Board or Committee. 
   

We will complete work on a proposed slate of candidates by March 31st.  We nominate one person for each position that will be up for vote 
at the Annual Meeting in early June.  Our UUCGT By-laws also allow nominations for these positions directly by the membership.  Any two 
members of the Congregation may nominate an individual by submitting their nomination, in writing, to the LDC no later than 28 days prior 
to the date of the Annual Meeting.  
  

Your suggestions can be made to any one of our LDC members, verbally or in writing.  Our names and contact information appear below.  
Joining in the work of any of our UUCGT committees is a very good way to broaden your experience and contribute to the achievement of 
our UUCGT mission.  
   

 

 

 

Name Phone # Email 

Joe Cook 231.313.0350 cookjo@chartermi.net 

Betsy Emdin 231.492.3260 betsyemdin@gmail.com 

Richard Miller 231.946.4853 miller907@gmail.com 

Judy Myers 231.409.7644 tcjlm@aol.com 

Paul Ward 231.631.6328 pjamesward@yahoo.com 

Jan Zerbel 231.590.4086 wjzerbel@gmail.com 

 

(continued from page 8) 
 

On the weekend of April 28, 2018, BLUU will be hosting RE-
CLAIM, a revival of body, mind, and spirit, in Kansas City, Mis-
souri!  This will be a special moment for Black UUs and UU-

adjacent folks, local Black organizers, and the communities they hold 
dear to connect, worship together, and support one another.  It’ll also 
be an opportunity for BLUU to offer a kind of ministerial presence 

we’ve not offered before - to organize a public space where Black 
folks can be fortified in song, word, learning, and community, and to 
help hold sacred space for connection across the faith traditions and 
spiritual journeys that make us who we are as Black people and as 
Black UUs.  We are grateful for the fundraising efforts of the Office 
of the MidAmerica Region that will help make this event possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

This gathering will be an explicitly Black Only space, so if you’re  
white or a non-black person of color in our faith, please share this 
announcement with Black UUs and other Black folks in your circles 
who would value coming together for this special event.  And if 
you’re connected to a congregation that is committed to supporting 
BLUU and these efforts, the best way to do that is to financially sup-

port Black UUs who want to attend.  Please share the information 
here http://bit.ly/2nsV1ti if you know someone who might like to 
attend.  

 

Rabbi Chava Bahle  

rabbi@uucgt.org 

(231)947-3117  
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UUCGT Endowment Fund 

 

At its January meeting the Endowment Committee, consist-
ing of Maura Brennan, Mike Jackson, Ann Swaney and Nan-
cy Doughty (Doug Wozniak was absent), reviewed the finan-
cial statement from Vanguard where endowment funds are 
invested.  As of Dec. 31, 2017 our Endowment Fund totaled 
$89,221.01, an increase from $77,321.75 from the previous 
year.  The increase was due to the increase of the stock mar-
ket, dividends from fund investments and memorial contribu-
tions. 
 

Memorial contributions honoring the memory of John Ort, 
Mercedes Kimling, Gene Rundell, Ron Yatich, Arline Howe,  
Gary Harris and Irvin Venter (cousin of Sara Boys) totaled  

 

 

$4,205.00 during the year.  We extend a heartfelt thanks to 
all members and friends who honored these individuals with 
a legacy gift to the Endowment Fund. 
 

Another small source of income was $101.00, a dividend 
from an insurance policy signed over to the Endowment 
Committee several years ago.  In addition to cash gifts, the 
signing over of an insurance policy is one other means of 
growing our Endowment Fund at UUCGT.   

 

If you are interested in leaving a legacy gift to UUCGT, 

please be in touch with any Endowment Committee member. 
 

As of December 31, 2017 

(50.0% of fiscal year) 

         Current Year    Prior Year 

Budgeted Income Received YTD  $168,074 61.3%   $162,677 59.5% 

Budgeted Expenses Paid YTD  $128,650 46.9%   $126,430 46.7% 

“For Those in Need” YTD   $  12,598     $    8,008 

Budgeted income includes the total of all pledged and unpledged donations and miscellaneous income including 
building rent, etc.  “For Those in Need” collections are in addition to Budgeted Income Received and are dis-
bursed quarterly to worthy causes, including Congregational Care, Tuesday Community Lunch and other Com-
munity needs outside our congregation.  The percentage reflects the portion of the total amount of income or ex-
pense budgeted for the fiscal year.  
 

Several members chose to prepay their pledge for 2017-2018 in December.  This resulted in a solid surplus going 
into the second half of the year.  Please keep your pledges up to date so we can continue this success.  If you want 
more detailed information, you can look at our website, click on Board, then on Board Packet, then on Statement 
of Financial Activity. 
 

Questions can be directed to your Finance Committee Chair, Mike McDonald (m_mcdonald@charter.net) or to 
other members of the Finance Committee. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 

Indivisible Grand Traverse (IGT) Sponsored Speaker Events @ UUCGT 

 

Tuesday, February 13, 12:30 PM 

Marian Kromkowski, President League of Women Voters Leelanau County 

“Money in Politics - The League of Women Voter’s Commitment to Reform” 
 

Tuesday, February 27, 12:00 PM 

Addiction Treatment Services Leaders 

“The Opioid Crisis:  Local Perspectives, Local Solutions” 
 

Tuesday, March 20, 12:00 PM 

Craig Mauger, Executive Director of the Michigan Campaign Finance Network 

“Money in Politics:  The Michigan Campaign Finance Network” 
 

Presentations are sponsored by Indivisible Grand Traverse (IGT) and are not affiliated with Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Grand Traverse 
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FEBRUARY 

 

We take time to reflect on Everyone’s History this month and 
also our white privilege that needs our attention and action.  
 

In Jodi Picoult’s Small Great Things, a chapter about a Labor 
and Delivery Nurse - “Stage One Active Labor” - begins with 
this quote for our contemplation: 
 

“Not everything that is faced can be changed. 
But nothing can be changed until it is faced.”  

— James Baldwin 

 

February Winter Greetings and LOVE from the entire FUN 

and FRIENDLY Membership Team  —  UUCGT Loves our 

Volunteer members - Sherry Davis, John and Pinkie Hoffmann, 

Sue Pyne, Chris Walter, Rick Walter, and Jane Watts  —  who con-

tinue to Welcome, Greet, Facilitate into membership, and Nurture 

(in Partnership with other groups at UUCGT) prospective, new and 

current members. 

 

We take space this month to pay tribute to founding member 

and artist, MaryAnn Force. Member ship Committee recently 

chose MaryAnn’s art for the cover of the Becoming a Member 

leaflet used at the Welcome Table for Prospective Members.   

MaryAnn’s artistry is also symbolized in the colorful banner that 

hangs in our sanctuary.  Thank You, MaryAnn, for this inspiration!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE A GREETER MINISTRY  -  Please share your smile and 

Welcoming Spirit.  It’s easy - just sign up on the bulletin board 

near the office.  Greet just one Sunday, or sign up for a regular 

or semi-regular shift.  Job descr iption is posted on the bulletin 

board, but simply requires you to:  1) Smile, 2) Say “Welcome”, 

“Glad you’re here”, “How are you?”, 3) Hand out Order  of Ser -

vice, 4) Count attendees, and 5) Help with offering. 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON NEW MEMBERS - Joined November 5, 2017 

Welcome to Barb and Hugh “Dusty” Culton!  Barb and Dusty 

joined our congregation last Fall after attending Sunday services all 

summer 2017 and early morning Dialogues in the Fall which they 

enjoyed very much.  (Writer’s Note:  Their participation and re-

sponses were very insightful and Fun!)  They both found kindred 

pulls in messages aired here as well as friendly, welcoming people. 

Barb was raised as a secular Jew and as an adult attended a small 

synagogue.  Dusty was raised in Southeastern KY in Protestantism  

and attended the same Reconstructionist Synagogue as Barb which 

is Kehillat Israel in Lansing.  

 

 

Dusty and Barb live in Okemos and Lake Ann.  Barb retired from 

clinical social work and Dusty is a retired pediatrician.  Bicycling 

and hiking are outdoor activities enjoyed by Dusty.  A most influ-

ential book for Dusty is The Brothers Karamazov and Windy River 

is a movie he enjoyed.  Barb spends time reading, quilting, fabric 

dyeing, walking, hiking and meditation.  She recently read A Gen-

tleman in Moscow and Aging as a Spiritual Practice.  

 

Hearty Welcome to Chris Lautz! another  new member  in the 

group who joined UUCGT November 5, 2017.  Chris began attend-

ing December 2016 and has friends at another UU congregation. 

She was raised in the United Methodist tradition but really appreci-

ates UU philosophy, inclusiveness, our like-minded community, 

and meaningful worship.  Chris  attended the summer Book Sale 

and after becoming a member, immediately volunteered as a Greet-

er for several Sundays.  Way to jump right in - and Thank You!  

Chris practices yoga and meditation and also enjoys reading mur-

der mysteries and hiking.  She opened Traverse Wellness Center on 

N. Garfield Road in October and teaches yoga classes, a very effec-

tive blanket supported yoga.  Her style is “not your daughter's yo-

ga.”  Traverse Wellness Center also offers Chakradance with 

Jessica and is working on other class offerings as well.  Check it 

out online and on Facebook! 

 

The entire UUCGT community Welcomes Barb, Dusty and Chris 

and looks forward to their continued involvement.  We are very 

glad you are with us! 

 

More New Member Spotlights will continue in March. 

 

Mark your Calendars and Let Others Know 

 

Orientation for Prospective Members 

April 8, 2018, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm, Sanctuary 

New Member Welcome Service 

April 29, 2018 

 

Thanks and See you at UUCGT! 

 

Chris and Rick Walter 

Co-Chairs, Membership Team 

chris9709@sbcglobal.net or 989-430-4776 

rick9709@sbcglobal.net or 989-430-5174 

 

 

Membership News 
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UUCGT Calendar 

All events and programs take place at UUCGT unless otherwise noted  

 

FEBRUARY 2018 

01 Thu Congregational Care Team  1:00 PM 

01 Thu  Peacemakers Needleworkers  1:30 PM 

01 Thu  Vocal Ensemble John Bailey  7:00 PM  
02 Fri  Facilities Committee Dave Hasted  10:00 AM 

03 Sat  InterPlay Workshop Lee Edwards  10:00 AM 1:30 PM 

 

04 Sun Sunday Service - Lay-led  10:30 AM 

04 Sun  Mindfulness Meditation (1st Sunday)  2:30-6:30 PM 

05 Mon  Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs  11:00 AM  
05 Mon  UU Men's Group  Minerva's 5:30 PM  
06 Tue  Community Lunch 10:30 Set-up @ Friends Church, 5th & Oak 

06 Tue  Indivisible GT 11:30 AM  
06 Tue  Bridge Group Paul Christ  1:00 PM  
07 Wed  Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs  11:00 AM  
07 Wed  Wednesday Potluck Sandra McDonald  5:30 PM  
08 Thu  Shantideva Fan Club Chris Innes  9:30 AM  
08 Thu  Peacemakers Needleworkers  1:30 PM  
08 Thu  Brewing Community John Hoffmann The Workshop  5:00 PM  
08 Thu  Music Committee Bob Hicks  6:00 PM  
08 Thu  Vocal Ensemble John Bailey  7:00 PM  
09 Fri  Friday Night Out Sarah Montgomery-Richards 5:30-9:00 PM 

10 Sat  Singing Sisters Linda Hebert  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 

11 Sun  Program Council Rick Walter  9:00 AM  
11 Sun  Sunday Service - Rabbi Chava Bahle  10:30 AM  
11 Sun  UUCGT Book Club Barb McClellan 2:00 PM 

12 Mon  Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs  11:00 AM 

13 Tue  Community Lunch 10:30 Set-up @ Friends Church, 5th & Oak 

13 Tue  Indivisible GT Speaker 12:30 PM  LWV - Money in Politics 

13 Tue  Staff Resources Phyllis Jessup  12:30 PM  
13 Tue  Bridge Group Paul Christ  1:00 PM  
13 Tue Leadership Development Joe Cook  5:00 PM  
13 Tue  Finance Committee Mike McDonald  5:30 PM  
14 Wed  Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs  11:00 AM  
14 Wed  Board Executive Committee - Agenda Karl Love  1:00 PM  
14 Wed  Landscape Committee Lauren Keinath  2:00 PM  
14 Wed  Wednesday Supper/$5 Sandra McDonald  5:30 PM 

15 Thu Congregational Care Team  P Light/J Jackson  1:00 PM 

15 Thu  Peacemakers Needleworkers  1:30 PM  
15 Thu  Meditation Workshop Elisabeth Treefon  5:30 PM  
15 Thu  Vocal Ensemble John Bailey  7:00 PM  
17 Sat  New Moon Women's Circle - Contact Carolyn Kelly 392-5761 

 

 

 

 

 

18 Sun 9:00 AM Adult Lifespan Program 

18 Sun  Sunday Service - Rabbi Chava Bahle  10:30 AM  
19 Mon  Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs  11:00 AM  
19 Mon  UUCGT Board Meeting Karl Love  5:30 PM 

20 Tue  Community Lunch 10:30 Set-up  @ Friends Church, 5th & Oak 

20 Tue  Indivisible GT  11:30 AM 

20 Tue  Bridge Group Paul Christ  1:00 PM 4:30 PM 

21 Wed Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs  11:00 AM  
21 Wed  Lifespan Experience Sarah Montgomery-Richards  12-1:00 PM 

21 Wed  Sunday Services Committee H Gurian/A Mangiardi 4-5:30 PM 

21 Wed  Membership Committee Chris & Rick Walter  4:15-5:30 PM 

21 Wed  Wednesday Potluck Sandra McDonald  5:30 PM 

21  Thu Speaker Series — For Love Of Water  7:00 PM 

22 Thu  Shantideva Fan Club  Chris Innes  9:30 AM 

22 Thu  Peacemakers Needleworkers  1:30 PM  
22 Thu Brewing Community John Hoffmann   Workshop  5:00-7:00 PM 

22 Thu  Meditation Workshop Elisabeth Treefon  5:30 PM 

22 Thu  Vocal Ensemble John Bailey  7:00 PM 

24 Sat  Congregation Beth Shalom Terry Tarnow  10:00 AM-3:00 PM 

 

25 Sun 9:00 AM Adult Lifespan Program 

25 Sun  Sunday Service - Rabbi Chava Bahle  10:30 AM 

26 Mon  Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs  11:00 AM 

27 Tue  Community Lunch 10:30 Set-up @ Friends Church, 5th & Oak 

27 Tue  Indivisible GT Speaker 12:00 PM   ATS - Opioid Crisis 

27 Tue  Bridge Group Paul Christ  1:00 PM 

28 Wed  Stretch & Strengthen Judith Briggs  11:00 AM  
28 Wed  Wednesday Supper/$5 Sandra McDonald  5:30 PM  
 

 

MARCH 2018 

 

01 Thu  Congregational Care Team Joanie Jackson/Pat Light  1:00 PM 

01 Thu  Peacemakers Needleworkers  1:30 PM  
01 Thu  Meditation Workshop Elisabeth Treefon  5:30 PM  
01 Thu  Vocal Ensemble John Bailey  7:00 PM  
02 Fri  Facilities Committee Dave Hasted  10:00 AM  
03 Sat  InterPlay Workshop Lee Edwards  10:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

 

04 Sun 9:00 AM Adult Lifespan Program 

04 Sunday Service - Rabbi Chava Bahle 10:30 AM 

 

 

 


