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Work to Live
Alberta youth migration

The Young are Restless
Western youth migration



“Identify social and environmental challenges 
and opportunities Alberta faces in retaining and 
attracting young talent to the province.”

• 12 Focus Groups
• 4 months of Social Media Sentiment Analysis
• Segmentation Analysis – 7 segments
• Survey ~ 1100 Alberta, 400 YVR, 400 YYZ, 95 KW 

and 18-45 year olds
• Other research

Our research 
question

Our methodology
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• Are youth in the other Western provinces following 
similar trends to those seen in Alberta in terms of 
net youth outmigration?

• What is the economic context behind these trends?

Our research 
question
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Alberta youth migration (15-34)
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Net interprovincial youth migration (15-34)
Canada W

est Foundation



Canada W
est Foundation



*Prices are based on historical free market (stripper) oil prices of Illinois Crude as presented by Illinois Oil and Gas Association and Plains All American Oil. 
Typically, Illinois Crude is a couple of dollars cheaper per barrel than West Texas Intermediate (WTI) because it requires a bit more refining. Statistics Canada Table: 17-10-0015-01

Youth migration and oil prices
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http://ioga.com/resources/
https://www.plainsallamerican.com/customer-center/crude-oil-bulletins


Alberta youth migration 
correlates with unemployment



Job vacancy changes 
across western provinces



Youth income
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Housing affordability over time
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Domestic post-secondary enrolment
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Domestic post-secondary completion rates



Alberta’s aging population
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Alberta’s aging population
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Talent mobility 
framework
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Segment 
profiles
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Perceptions of Alberta



All youth segments 
say they work to live



Quality of life summary 
Career opportunities and safe 
and clean communities are the 
primary quality of life drivers 
for all youth segments



To both retain the youth living 
in Alberta and attract youth to 
the province, recommendations 
focus on two key areas:

Careers
Communities
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Janet Lane 

lane@cwf.ca

Read the reports: cwf.ca/series/reports/


