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Group Contract 

 

Tour:  Custom Interfaith Tour  

Dates:  Apr 27 - May 6, 2020 

I
n
c
l
u
d
e
d
: 

9 nights’ accommodation at the following hotels, or similar as needed:1 
● Apr 27-29: Arcadia Tel Aviv 
● Apr 29-May 4: YMCA Three Arches Jerusalem 
● May 4-6: Legacy Nazareth 

2 MEJDI-Trained Guides for 8 days 
1 MEJDI-Trained Guide for 2 days 
10 days of private bus transportation, including group airport transfers. 
Meals listed in the itinerary: 9 breakfasts, 9 lunches, 10 dinners 
Entrances, sites, and honorariums for speakers2 
Water on bus throughout tour 
1 free land package in double room 
$1000 refund paid to group leader for airfare 
Customary tips for drivers, guides, hotel, and wait staff 
Dedicated pre-trip customer service and on-ground support  

Not 
included: 

International airfare  
Travel insurance-HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
Meals not mentioned in the itinerary  
Individual airport transfers outside of group transfer  
Anything not explicitly mentioned in the included section 

Pricing3 18-19 paying participants:  $xxxx double rooms / $xxxx single rooms 
16-17 paying participants: $xxxx double rooms / $xxxx single rooms  
13-15 paying participants: $xxxx double rooms / $xxxx single rooms  

 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
1 Subject to confirmation based on availability 
2 Subject to confirmation based on availability 
3 Subject to change based on confirmation.  This quote is valid for 2 weeks. 
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ABOUT MEJDI TOURS 
 
MEJDI Tours (http://www.mejditours.com) is a full service B Corp 
(https://bcorporation.net/) travel company.  Aziz Abu Sarah, a Palestinian Muslim, 
and Scott Cooper, a Jewish American founded the company on the belief that 
tourism should be a vehicle for a more positive and interconnected world. MEJDI-
which translates to both “honor” and “respect”-was established to achieve one 
goal: Change the face of tourism through a socially responsible business model that 
honors both clients and communities. Nearly everyone who works for the company, 
including the guides, has a peace-building and/or human rights background.  
 
The company's two-guide model equips groups with two local guides. Originally 
launched in Israel and Palestine as a dual narrative tour—where MEJDI travelers 
are guided by one Palestinian guide and one Israeli—this model is now an option in 
all MEJDI destinations. Beyond Israel and Palestine, MEJDI offers tours to Egypt, 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, Jordan, Spain, Turkey, Greece, England, Ukraine, 
Germany, Vietnam, Japan, Bosnia/Croatia, Macedonia, Haiti, Oman, Dubai, and 
France. MEJDI Tours is also the sole operator of National Geographic's Holy Land 
and Traveling the Sands of Time: Oman to Dubai expeditions. 
 
For additional background information, watch Aziz Abu Sarah’s 2014 TED Talk 
about MEJDI Tours' concept and goals or check out “Two Tour Guides—One Israeli, 
One Palestinian—Offer a New Way to See the Holy Land” in the July 2019 
Smithsonian Magazine at https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/two-tour-
guides-offer-a-new-way-to-see-holy-land-180972503. 
  

http://www.mejditours.com/
https://bcorporation.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aziz_Abu_Sarah
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Itinerary 
 
Day 1: Mon Apr 27, 2020: Arrival and Joint Memorial Service (Bus, 2 Guides) 

● Meet your MEJDI tour guides and driver at the airport for group transfer to the 
hotel in Tel Aviv.  

● Have an early dinner. 
● Join a massive joint Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day ceremony. It serves to 

remind us that war is not an act of fate but human choice. This ceremony is the 
largest annual event held by the Combatants for Peace movement. On this 
particularly difficult day this movement calls for both sides to acknowledge the 
pain and the aspirations of those living on the other side of the fence and to 
strive to prevent the next war. At the ceremony, Israeli and Palestinian bereaved 
families speak about their personal pain.  

Hotel: Arcadia Tel Aviv or Similar [D] 
 
Day 2: Tue Apr 28: Israeli Memorial Day in Tel Aviv and Jaffa (Bus, 2 Guides) 

● Begin the day in the ancient port of Jaffa and have the opportunity to explore 
the Old Town. 

● Then experience how Jaffa has become an incubator for coexistence.  
○ The tour begins at the Jaffa Theatre – A Stage for Arab Hebrew Culture. 
○ Then drive to the Hand In Hand Bilingual School in Jaffa. The school was 

built by a shared community Jewish and Arab adults who were looking to 
create shared education in Jaffa. Together they gained municipal 
approval for a Hand in Hand kindergarten for 35 children in September 
2013. Since then, the school has grown to more than 200 children 
through the fourth grade. In contrast to some other “mixed cities” in 
Israel, residents are truly integrated in Jaffa. It’s not uncommon to find 
Christians, Muslims and Jews living together in the same apartment 
building and sharing neighborly relations. The Jaffa bilingual school 
responds to the needs of this diverse city and the community of families 
and supporters who have been working together to reach this goal. The 
staff includes a mix of Jewish and Arab teachers, and the children learn 
with Jewish-Arab co-teachers in both Hebrew and Arabic. Meet students 
and faculty and discuss how they experience and relate (or don’t relate) 
to Israeli Memorial Day and Israeli Independence Day.  

○ Continue by bus to the Bustan Yaffa Bilingual (Hebrew, Arabic) 
Kindergarten that operates in the spirit of the Waldorf method and meet 
with its director Ihab Balha. For more the 18 years, Ihab has been an 
Islamic cleric and a researcher of the Sufi Movement - the mythical 
Islamic movement. Ihab is sanctifying values of Islam for Peace and Love 
which constitute powerful tools to bridge and join hearts between 
people. 

○ Walk to the Physicians for Human Rights-Israel clinic. Outside of their 
office, learn about the communities they serve. 
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○ Continue by foot to the Yafa Coexistence Bookshop.  
○ End the tour with an innovative text study of Israel’s Megilat Ha’atzmaut 

(Declaration of Independence) facilitated by a Jewish educator from 
BINA: The Jewish Movement for Social Change.   

● Have some free time to relax and get dinner on your own before going out for 
the evening. 

● Have the option of joining in Tel Aviv’s celebration of Yom Ha’Atzmaut (Israeli 
Independence Day) at the Tel Aviv Performing Arts Center with live 
performances, dancing, and fireworks in the plaza (taxi costs not included). 

Hotel: Arcadia Tel Aviv or similar [B] 
 
Day 3: Wed Apr 29: Israeli Independence Day: Military Base and Mt. of Olives in 
Jerusalem (Bus, 2 Guides) 

● Get an early start on the day to beat the holiday crowds; check out of the hotel 
after breakfast. 

● Every year the Israel Defense Force allows members of the public access to some 
of the army, navy or air force bases. Begin the morning by visiting one of these 
bases. 

● Watch the Israeli Air Force Flyover. 
● Have an Ethiopian lunch and dialogue with Ethiopian Israelis at Beit Ambousa in 

Gedera. 
● After lunch, ascend to Jerusalem.  
● Upon arrival into the city, take in the magnificent view from the top of the 

Mount of Olives and have a discussion about geopolitics.   
● Descend the hill through the Jewish cemetery.  
● Visit the Garden of Gethsemane where according to the gospels, Jesus and his 

disciples are said to have prayed the night before Jesus’s crucifixion. 
● Check into the hotel and have a free evening.  

Hotel: YMCA Three Arches or similar [B, L] 
 
Day 4: Thr Apr 30: Mount Zion, the Old City, and Interfaith Prayer (Bus, 2 Guides) 

● Enter the Old City and begin the day with personal time at the Kotel (Western 
Wall). Learn the history of the First and Second Temple and about the current 
state of affairs to create an egalitarian section at the Kotel.  

● Ascend to the Temple Mount/Al-Haram al-Sharif and tour the precinct. An imam 
from the mosque will explain the importance of the site to Muslims (FYI – Only 
Muslim can enter the Dome of the Rock). 

● Have a falafel lunch at Abu Shukri’s.  
● Walk the Christian “Stations of the Cross” along the Via Dolorosa with a local 

pastor. The pastor will lead the group through the incense-filled halls of the Holy 
Sepulchre Church, the place identified as both the site of the crucifixion and the 
tomb of Jesus. 

● Weave through the shops and alleyways of the Arab shuk (market) in the Old 
City, where you can practice your haggling skills. 
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● Time permitting, visit Mount Zion with a representative of the Jerusalem 
Intercultural Center. Mount Zion is a holy site to Jews, Muslims, and Christians 
that is associated with both King David’s Tomb and the Jesus Last Supper. 

● Break into small groups for dinner on your own in the Old City. 
● Walk to nearby Jaffa Gate to join with Praying Together in Jerusalem, a 

movement whose participants believe in the power of side-by-side prayer to 
bring friendship, respect and, ultimately, peace between people of all faiths. 
Meeting once a month, the participating groups hope to be joined by members 
of all faiths who wish to show their love of the Holy City and all of its inhabitants 
through a public expression of their faith. Participating organizations includes: 
Tantur Ecumenical Institute, the Elijah Interfaith Institute, Abrahamic Reunion, 
Interfaith Encounter Association, Kids4Peace, the Sisters of Sion, Microphones 
for Peace, Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict Resolution, ADAShA The 
Jerusalem Center for Interreligious Encounter and Dibbur Hadash. 

● Walk back to the hotel. 
Hotel: YMCA Three Arches or similar [B, L] 
 
Day 5: Fri May 1: Rachel’s Tomb, Hebron, Settler Peacemakers, Shabbat (Bus, 2 
Guides) 

● Visit the grave of the matriarch Rachel. Many religious Jewish women who are 
pregnant or who experience fertility problems pray here. The site is in a walled 
enclave that juts into the city of Bethlehem.  

● Continue into the West Bank to Hebron’s Old Town. Walk down Shuahada 
Street. Visit the Women in Hebron Cooperative shop. See the Cave of the 
Patriarchs and Matriarchs.  

● Have lunch together. 
● In the afternoon, meet Hadassah Froman, an Orthodox Jewish peacemaker from 

the West Bank settlement of Tekoa and involved in the Abrahamic Reunion 
movement (or another representative of Abrahamic Reunion if she is not 
available). She was the wife of the late Rabbi Menachem Froman, a pioneer in 
Jewish-Muslim peacemaking in the West Bank settlements. 

● Return to the hotel, have a group processing session, and prepare for Shabbat. 
● Join Shabbat services at nearby Kehilat Har-El, and then have dinner at Hebrew 

Union College with first year American rabbinical students.  
Hotel: YMCA Three Arches or similar [B, L, D] 
 
Day 6, Sat, May 2: Shabbat, Musrara, and Klezmer Havdallah in Jerusalem (1 Guide, 
Bus) 

● Have the option of visiting different synagogues in Jerusalem, sleep in, or explore 
the city on your own. 

● Lunch and dinner can be arranged with the hotel’s restaurant on your own prior 
to Shabbat if you are interested in having meals at the hotel. 

● In the afternoon, take a walking tour of the formerly Arab neighborhood of 
Musrara. During the war of 1948, the Arab residents fled or were expelled and 

http://www.blogger.com/%3Chttp:/www.naggarschool.com/en/?page_id=21%3E
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new Jewish immigrants from Middle East countries were settled there during the 
1950s where they lived in poverty and hardship close to the border dividing 
Jerusalem prior to 1967. From out of this reality emerged the Israeli Black 
Panthers, one of the most influential Israeli social movements dedicated to social 
and economic justice. On this walking tour, learn about Musrara’s history, the 
story of the Middle Eastern “Mizrahi” Jews from the Arab world who have lived 
here, and their social struggle.  

● Go as a group to the Burnstein Basement Klezmer located in large Yiddish library 
in the heart of an ultra-Orthodox neighborhood. They begin with Havdallah, 
serve kugel, and perform live music with comical aspects.  

Hotel: YMCA Three Arches or similar [B] 
 
Day 7: Sun, May 3: Church Services, Yad Vashem, and the Shuk (Bus, 1 Guide) 

● Begin the day by joining a worship service at the Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer English-speaking congregation service in the Old City.  Built by Kaiser 
Wilhelm in the late 1800s, he personally dedicated the church in 1898, when he 
and his wife, Augusta Victoria, became the first western rulers to visit Jerusalem.  

● Meet with the pastor after services. 
● Have lunch on your own in the Old City.  
● Spend the afternoon touring Yad Vashem, Israel’s national Holocaust memorial, 

and its campus including the Avenue of the Righteous Among the Nations. 
● Experience the hustle and bustle, scents, and tastes of the Machane Yehuda 

Market (the Shuk) for an early dinner on your own. 
Hotel: YMCA Three Arches or similar [B] 
 
Day 8: Mon May 4: Bethlehem, Baptism Site, and Nazareth (Bus, 2 Guides) 

● Check out after breakfast. 
● Enter the West Bank and visit the Walled Off Hotel, set up and financed by world 

renowned Street Artist Banksy, to see their museum and art gallery. 
● Take a tour of the Aida Refugee Camp. 
● Have a group lunch with Dr. Mitri Raheb, President of Diyar Consortium and of 

Dar al-Kalima University College in Bethlehem, as well as the president of the 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, the 
Senior Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church in Bethlehem, and in 
the leadership of Kairos Palestine. 

● Visit Manger Square and Nativity Church, one of the oldest continuously used 
churches in the world at the site of the cave in which Christ is said to have been 
born.  

● Visit the Baptism site at Qasr al Yahud (The Jews' Castle or Palace) on the banks 
of the Jordan River.  Christian tradition associates Qasr al Yahud with the site of 
Jesus' baptism by Matthew. In Jewish tradition, this is considered the location 
where Joshua led the Israelites into the Land of Israel.  

● Observe the evidence of the shrinking Dead Sea. 

http://www.blogger.com/%3Chttp:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mizrahi_Jews%3E
http://www.blogger.com/%3Chttp:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mizrahi_Jews%3E
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● After lunch, head north to Nazareth and check into the hotel before dinner at 
Chef Johnny Goric's Oud Restaurant. Over dinner, learn about Chef Goric’s 
activism in an organization called Chefs for Peace. 

Hotel: Legacy Nazareth [B, L, D] 
 
Day 9: Tue May 5: Galilee and Nazareth (Bus, 2 Guides)  

● Learn about Cana as you enter the Arab village of Kfar Kanna. According to 
tradition, Jesus performed the miracle of the wine, when he went to a wedding 
of a poor couple and turned water into wine. 

● Stop at Sindyanna of Galilee’s Fair Trade visitor center in Kfar Kanna to meet 
women involved in producing their high quality Fair Trade crafts.  

● Continue to the Sea of Galilee. Pass through the Jewish holy city of Tiberias and 
enjoy the playful Christian pilgrim tradition of “St. Peter fish” lunch or vegetarian 
alternative. 

● Then visit Magdala, the hometown of Mary Magdalene along the Sea of Galilee. 
It is one of the most exciting newly open archaeological sites in the region. The 
site includes a first century synagogue, where it’s believed Jesus taught, mikva’ot 
(ritual baths), a market, and the “Magdala Stone,” all pre-dating the destruction 
of the Second Temple. The visitor center particularly highlights the role of 
biblical era women in the area.  

● Begin the afternoon at the Mount of Beatitudes, traditionally accepted as where 
Jesus delivered his Sermon on the Mount.  

● Then visit the New Testament holy sites of Capernaum and Tabgha, traditionally 
accepted as the place of the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and 
fishes. 

● Return to the hotel join a traditional Iftar dinner. 
Hotel: Legacy Nazareth [B, L, D] 
 
Day 10: Wed May 6: Nazareth and Caesarea (Bus, 2 Guides) 

● Check out of the hotel after breakfast. 
● Begin the day with a brief morning inspiration led by a group member. 
● Visit the Basilica of the Annunciation and meet Father Nael Abu Rahmound an 

interfaith peace activist from Abrahamic Reunion. The Basilica of the 
Annunciation is believed by many Christians to be the location where the Angel 
Gabriel announced to Mary that she would bear the son of God. 

● Visit the White Mosque. There, meet interfaith peace activist Sheikh Abed 
Alsalam Manasra. He is an ordained Sheikh in the Tariqat Qadiriyah As-Salaam 
(Qadiri Sufi Order Of Peace). He is a musician and works with young adults and 
youth to organize interfaith dialogue and gatherings in and around Nazareth.  

● Enjoy a light lunch before traveling to the Herodian port city of Caesarea, whose 
extensive sandstone ruins overlook the peaceful blue waters of the 
Mediterranean.  There, see the theater, hippodrome, and learn about the area’s 
Crusader history and the old Bosnian Muslim community that lived there.  

● Have a final group processing session at the Caesarea Port. 
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● Conclude the tour with a farewell dinner in the port. Effortlessly picturesque, the 
port is also the source of the locally harvested fish and seafood caught daily. 

● Group transfer to the airport for the flight back to the US. 
 
 

 
 

 


