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THE OKEFENOKEE SWAMP 
 

The unspoiled Okefenokee Swamp is the largest freshwater and blackwater swamp in North 
America. The “Oke” boasts of nearly one-half million acres of land and covers about 700 
square miles.  It sits in the southeastern corner of Georgia near the Georgia/Florida border. 
The Okefenokee is inhabited 
by a host of diverse wildlife 
and vegetation. It is best 
known for its cypress, 
longleaf pine and redbay tree 
that were hundreds of years 
old. Okefenokee was 
originally translated to mean 
“Land of Trembling Earth,” 
but now some translate it to 
mean “Waters Shaking.” 
More than 80% of the 
Okefenokee Swamp is 
protected by Okefenokee 
National Wildlife Refuge 
(ONWR), established in 1937 
by U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Prior to 1937, most of the cypress, redbay and 
longleaf pine trees found in the swamp were heavily logged (harvested) and removed during 
a 25-year period. The ONWR protects what now remains. Visitors to the Okefenokee Swamp 
can enjoy boat tours, railroad tours, nature trails, canoeing, fishing and wildlife shows.  
 
FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT THE OKEFENOKEE SWAMP 

• Designated as a National Natural Landmark in 1974 
• The Okefenokee has been featured in movies and documentaries such as Swamp Water 

(1941), Swamp Country (1966), Swamp Girl (1971), Realm of the Alligator (1986) and 
Swampwise (2005) 

• Three major entrances to the Okefenokee: (1) Suwannee Canal Recreation Area (Main 
Entrance) near Folkston, Ga; (2) Stephen C. Foster State Park, near Fargo, Ga. (West 
Entrance); and (3) Okefenokee Swamp Park, near Waycross, Ga. (North Entrance) 

• The dominant tree is the pond-cypress 
• The Swamp is home to a variety of carnivorous (meat eating) plants 
• The Swamp is known for its black bear population 
• Swamp inhabitants include: 400 species of vertebrate; over 50 species of reptiles; 60 

species of amphibians; 200 species of birds; and 34 varieties of fish 
 

Primitive Adventure Walk to the Observation Tower; Photo Gallery: www.oswamp.com 
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