
California has the strongest firearm laws in the nation, and they are making a difference. In 1993, the firearm 

mortality rate peaked in California and in the rest of the nation. As firearm death rates rose, California began 

passing gun safety laws and has continued to do so. As the laws took effect, California’s firearm mortality 

rate declined steeply. By 2019, the firearm mortality rate in California had declined by 59 percent. 

 

In 2019, in California and the rest of the nation, the COVID-19 pandemic and civil unrest led to record 

numbers of gun purchases which contributed to dramatic increases in firearm deaths. But even after these 

continuing increases, California’s firearm mortality rate in 2021 was 49 percent lower than in 1993. In the 

rest of the nation, firearm mortality rate increased six percent during the same time period. 
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Firearm deaths in California compared to the rest of the U.S.
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From 1993 to 2021, the firearm death rate 

in California decreased 49% but increased

6% in the rest of the U.S.

 
California has done the best job in the country of enacting laws that make it harder for people who are a 

danger to themselves and others to acquire dangerous firearms. These laws have helped reduce both firearm 

homicides and firearm suicides and have enabled law enforcement to combat gun trafficking and seize 

illegally owned firearms. In 2021, if the firearm mortality rate in the rest of the U.S. were as low as in 

California, nearly 19,000 firearm deaths would have been prevented. 
 

However, more must be done to make our communities safe. The U.S. has the weakest firearm laws of any 

industrialized nation, and weak federal laws undermine California’s stronger laws. 
 

Firearm violence destroys families and communities. We must all work together to keep dangerous weapons 

out of the hands of dangerous people. We are accomplishing this in California by enacting sensible firearm 

laws that save lives. 
 
Data source and notes: CDC, National Center for Health Statistics, WONDER online database. Underlying cause of death used to select firearm 

deaths. Rates were calculated using Census population estimates adjusted to the 2000 and 2010 US population. In this report, the “rest of the 

U.S.” is the U.S. population excluding California. Data compiled and summarized by Griffin Dix, Ph.D. (Brady Oakland/Alameda County 

Chapter) and Loren Lieb, M.P.H. (Brady San Fernando Valley Chapter), 1/24/23. 
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