Marsha Michele Johnson Isbester, born November 26, 1951, in Ukiah, CA, passed away in Dubbo, New South Wales, Australia on June 13, 2026, from complications of Parkinson’s disease (PD). Marsha was 74 years old and had moved to Australia after marrying George Isbester, a native of New South Wales, in Sacramento, CA, in 1991.
Marsha grew up in Redwood Valley, CA on a 127-acre ranch with everything from cats and dogs to rabbits, chickens, cattle, and horses. In the late 1950s, her parents began building a home on 27 of the acres; the family moved in during the early 1960s after selling the original 100 acres. During off hours from school at Redwood Valley Elementary, Marsha and sister Terry rode bikes, took turns as driver/passenger of a two-seater go-cart their father had built for them, and rode horses through the vineyards from West Road and across the valley to East Road to visit friends. They were both in 4-H and won many blue ribbons for sewing. Marsha always took to baking, sewing, and painting. Their grandparents lived in San Francisco so they had the best of both worlds—rural life and city life—it was truly special.
Brother Randy was born the fall of 1965 and the family sold the CA property and relocated to Orofino, ID, in 1966. Graduating from Orofino High School in 1969, Marsha went on to earn a degree from the University of Idaho in Political Science, graduating in 1973. During this time, she spent two intensive summer sessions at Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA and the University of Hartford, Hartford, CT, both of which were sponsored through scholarships from the Hoover Institution. At Stanford, she studied “Politics and Technology” and “Modern Economics” at Hartford.
In September 1973, Marsha worked at Mendocino College in Ukiah as an instructor teaching courses in American Government and was a division assistant at the college until 1975. She moved to Sacramento where she served in the CA Assembly Minority Caucus until 1977 when she was hired as Legislative Aide to Senator James McClure in Washington, DC. Returning to CA in 1978, she became Director of Communications and Research for the CA Cattlemen’s Association in Sacramento, leaving that position in January 1980 to become Senior Consultant to Assemblyman John E. Thurman, the Committee Chair for the CA State Assembly Committee on Agriculture.
During Thurman’s tenure, the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) planned to close the Turlock veterinary diagnostic laboratory in the assemblyman’s district. Marsha was instrumental in planning the hearing and drafting Thurman’s legislation mandating the transfer of the Turlock lab and CDFA’s entire veterinary diagnostic system—consisting of five laboratories—to the School of Veterinary Medicine at the University of California (UC), Davis. Marsha represented Thurman at the numerous meetings with CDFA in preparation for such a large transfer of the system and in securing funding that also was to include construction of a new central laboratory on the UC Davis campus, which is named for Assemblyman Thurman.
Marsha built a distinguished career defined by her expertise in agricultural policy and her significant leadership roles within California state government. Her academic background provided the framework for the specialized work in public policy and resource management. To culminate her career, in 1983 Marsha was appointed to the number two position in the CA Resources Agency by Governor George Deukmejian. The announcement was made by Gordon Van Vleck, Secretary of the agency.
Marsha M. Johnson demonstrated her commitment to professional growth in the prestigious Class XIV of the CA Agricultural Leadership Program, an honor awarded to only 30 statewide applicants per year.
After moving to Australia in 1991, Marsha went about making the country and the family station her new home but kept dual citizenship. Marsha’s hobbies included beautiful silk painting, gardening, sewing, and her love of baking. She nurtured her animals, which included three llamas and their dog Buddy. After Marsha was diagnosed with PD, she joined the New South Wales Parkinson’s Support Group in Dubbo and became a supporter and fundraiser for Parkinson’s disease. 
Marsha is survived by her husband George Isbester of Dubbo, Australia, her sister Terry D. Johnson Rule-Swett in Flat Rock, NC, her niece Alise N. Rule Davis in San Diego, CA, and her nephew Thomas W. Rule, PhD, in Cairo, Egypt. She was preceded in death by her father Robert (Bob) Van Johnson, mother Barbara Michele Terry Johnson, and brother Randall David Johnson.
