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  207 Washington Street, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481  781-235-4424 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, July 18, 2021 

 

 

PRELUDE:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Dietrich Buxtehude 

Marjorie Ness, guest organist 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

One:  I sing of your might;  

 I sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. 

All:  For you have been a fortress for me,  

 a refuge in the day of my distress. 

One:  O my strength, I sing praises to you,  

 O God, for you are my fortress. 

All:  You are the God who shows me steadfast love.  
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HYMN:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  Ein’ feste Burg 

(As printed) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God once more we come before you. 

We confess that the events of the last fifteen months  

have at times overwhelmed  us. 

Our blind trust in leaders to protect and defend us 

turned into mistrust, vulnerability, and fear.  

Our glorified and exaggerated belief in the righteousness and 

exceptionalism  of our country turned into shame. 

Our belief in the oneness of our people  

turned into a bunker mentality of us versus them. 

Our energy to fight every battle and right every wrong  

turned into exhaustion and despair. 

 

Forgive us for not placing our trust in you from the beginning,  

for not facing the hard truth about our past, our present,  

and our future, for not realizing that the prosperity and 

safety of our lives is offset by the poverty  

and hopelessness of others. 

Forgive us for allowing ourselves to be overcome  

by evil and exhaustion. 

 

Help us remember that, 

 
“When we have exhausted our store of endurance. 
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done, 
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources 
Our Father’s full giving is only begun.”   

(Howard Thurman)  

 

 

 

 



3 | P a g e  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

SUMMARY OF THE LAW 

 

GLORIA Music by Alice Jordan 

Glory to God the Creator,  

and to the Christ,  

and to the Holy Spirit:  

As it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever.  

Amen. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS:   Kelly Ford 

                       Second Samuel 7:1-7 

  Ephesians 2:19-22  

 Ephesians 6:10-18 

  

SERMON Jim McKinney   

 

SOLO:  Were You There? African-American Spiritual 
                        Shannon Lebrón, mezzo-soprano 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERTORY 
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OUR LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name.  

 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.  

 And forgive us our debts,  

  as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

  and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

HYMN:  Lift Every Voice and Sing (as printed)  Lift Every Voice 
 

COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE:  Alone to God Be Highest Praise J. Michael Bach 
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Jim McKinney is a long time member of the Hills Church, and 
preaches regularly at the Wednesday Night Lay Worship.  Jim is a 
former lawyer and graduate of Harvard Divinity School. 
 
 
We welcome Marjorie Ness as our guest organist today. Marjorie 
retired from Fitchburg State University in December 2015, having 
taught in the Humanities department, and directed the Choral Arts 
program. She has just completed an interim as Director of Music 
and Organist for Wesley United Methodist Church, Worcester for 
most of 2018, preceded by 3 other interims. Her degrees are in 
organ performance from Oberlin College, Northwestern University 
and the University of Iowa, Iowa City. She resides in Lancaster, 
MA. 
 

 

Preaching Jim McKinney 

 

Liturgist Judy Swahnberg 

 

Lay Reader Kelly Ford 

 

Soloists Shannon Lebrón 

 Christian Figueroa 

 Stephen Lebrón 
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“Lift Every Voice and Sing,”  
Words by James Weldon Johnson; Music by J. Rosamond Johnson 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737581.  All rights 

reserved. 


