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The following highlights the responses of 10 in the congregation:

Support:

I personally love the various colored chairs – they say “Come and sit and get to know us and each other and let us get to know you” as well as indicating we are open and affirming.

I have also noticed that there are newer signs these days, some incorporating race as well as gender issues.

I love the idea of the rainbow Adirondack chairs sitting on the front lawn of the church. I think having the colors represented is important and even more moving by being present in a way that shows we literally and figuratively sit together. It gives me a real sense of community rather than just using signage.

I also think we need to create an image of the welcome message that our ministers share at the beginning of each service. The one about “no matter who you are and where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here”. I think that (and/or the expanded version) should be used almost as often as our church logo. That image should be all over church social media accounts, the church website and anywhere you would find WHCC in a google search.  It could also be made into beautiful signage to be hung up inside and/or outside of the church.

I love the idea of the rainbow strip on the permanent wooden church sign out front.  And this goes for representing all- the LGBTQ community, people of color, etc.

I am very much in favor of a banner or a sign.

We eagerly support signage or other visible means that you might arrive at to message and make clear to the community that our welcome extends heartily to all.

Suggestions/Cautions:

I think actions are more important than words, which are subject to misinterpretation. The words in the rainbow below (UCC rainbow banner) suggest a political agenda and virtue signaling that will be seem patronizing to many people.   

I want to thank you and the committee for the time, thought, research, and sensitivity you’re putting forth ensuring that our church is recognized as a welcoming community to all.  That being said, I must admit that I am not supportive of displaying any type of symbol at the church.  I think the only symbol any church should incorporate into its design is that of the Cross.  Other symbols seem to me to be joining the secular society with the “branding" narrative.  To me churches are a place to go to escape the “branding” which is so prevalent in our society.  I am not suggesting that we as a church bury our heads, but rather work together to aid in all social justice issues without current day branding or symbolism.  To me, the church should be held to a much higher standard.   

I feel signage should reflect the beauty, integrity and holiness of our beautiful building and reinforce that our church is one that focuses on the Love of Jesus as taught in the Gospels.  Perhaps the church could simply have an artful sign which blends with the architecture of the building echoing the words of Jesus, such as: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”   "All are welcome here.” 

There are two statements of welcome that I really appreciate in church. The opening words from any of the ministers conclude with, “No matter who you are, no matter where you are on life’s (or your faith) journey, you are welcome here.”  This statement is preceded with a listing or personal circumstance which I endorse and see as a sufficient and important part of the welcome.  The second statement of welcome that truly resonates with me is the welcome to the communion table, e.g., Open to ALL and more recently Matt's wonderful words reminding us of the doubts and transgressions of the disciples at that first communion.  

 Does the listing of identity groups have to expand endlessly to be perceived as a good organization lacking any hint of prejudice?  Isn’t it good enough to simply say "ALL ARE WELCOME HERE”; “No matter who you are….”; “ALL are welcome at this table.” etc.?   Do we really feel the church will lose members and relevance if we don't try to acknowledge every identity group in a welcome?  Where does it end?  I hope we can stay with the words of a universal, broad, heartfelt welcome to every one of every stripe without the fear of political incorrectness

 ﻿I am concerned that these symbols (those sent by Susan MacDonald) don’t speak to a wider population than just UCC folk. I feel we must have something that offers instant understanding and recognition as people drive by. I think we should consider flags such as the equality or rainbow flags. Perhaps even meld the UCC symbol onto a corner of the equality flag? 

Perspectives of group members:

 I, too, would like to make our principal symbol of inclusiveness one that reflects the integrity and beauty of our campus and building. I would prefer a rather simple, noticeable attachment to our sign as our main statement. Chairs, an enhanced LOVE sign, etc., will be fine for a “splash”, but I’d rather not see them used for a long term, permanent installation. But I do support the idea that we move forward with haste. Let’s share our ten-year celebration with all in the Wellesley community!

I actually completely agree with what you said in your thoughtful email.
It’s a shame that churches need to go beyond the central meaning of their faith as embodied in their inherent actions and outreach... but that seems to be the reality today. If the greater community wants to see a more tangible, physical reassurance of our welcoming presence, then I can understand that especially given the current climate. If chairs/signage welcomes just a few people who may have been hesitant to “come inside”, then it will be worth it!

