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Easter Day 
 April 4, 2021 

 
Morning Prayer: Rite Two 

 

 
Voluntary:  Christ is my life eternal                                 Johann Pachelbel  

 

 

Hymn:  Jesus Christ is risen today                                                     Easter Hymn     
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Officiant  Alleluia! Christ is risen.                                                              BCP 77 

People     The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!     
           

The Invitatory and Psalter                                BCP 80 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Christ our Passover    Pascha nostrum                                                          BCP 83                                              
Officiant and people together 

 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, * 
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 
 
Our Church School Project for Lent and Easter, during which we will hear 

“All Things Bright and Beautiful”. 

 

Throughout Lent, Messiah’s church school was invited to reflect on an image that 

resonates with beautiful change: the chrysalis that becomes a butterfly. 

  

The chrysalis is a symbol of the intentional acts of kindness each person might 

offer in observance of the season reflecting God's love and care for creation. 

  

This Holy Week, we reflected on how our acts might transform now into ongoing 

offerings, new light, and deeper appreciation of the love in all our lives.   

  

Today, Easter Sunday, as we remember Jesus' Resurrection, we share this symbol 

of transformation with you as a celebration of the power God's love and our love to 

change the world. 
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The Psalm Appointed                                                                  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Confitemini Domino 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 

"His mercy endures for ever." 

14 The LORD is my strength and my song, * 

and he has become my salvation. 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 

in the tents of the righteous: 

16 "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 

the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 

and declare the works of the LORD. 

18 The LORD has punished me sorely, * 

but he did not hand me over to death. 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

I will enter them; 

I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * 

he who is righteous may enter." 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

and have become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 

has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the LORD's doing, * 

and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 On this day the LORD has acted; * 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

At the end of the Psalm is said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The First Reading                                                               Acts 10:34-43 

Reader:  A reading from the Book of Acts 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand 

that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the 

people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 

John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 

tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all 

the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the 

people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 

and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 

him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

Reader: Here end the reading.   

The Song of Moses    Cantemus Domino                                                    BCP 85   

                          
Officiant and people together 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
    the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * 
    the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
    Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
    the finest of those who bear armor have been 
                             drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
    they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
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Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
    who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * 
    the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
    with your might you brought them in safety to 
                             your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them * 
    on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * 
    for ever and for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Reading                                                           1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Reader:  A reading from First Corinthians 

 

I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed 

to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which 

also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to 

you--unless you have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of 

first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised 

on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to 

Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred 

brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 

have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to 

one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, 

unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by 

the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in 

vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them--though it was not I, 

but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we 

proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

Reader:  Here ends the reading. 
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Spiritual:  On Revival Day                                                              Andy Razaf  
(Bessie Smith with pianist James P. Johnson and the Bessemer Singers) 

 

Have you ever seen a church begin to rock? 

Heard a sundown deacon preaching to his flock? 

Have you ever seen old Satan on the run? 

Then follow me, see just how it's done, and have you: 

 

Ever heard a sermon stir your soul? 

Make you crave the River Jordan as you go? 

Have you ever felt as though you'd like to shout? 

Then come on and let them feelings out, oh Lord! 

 

Just hear those sisters groaning 

And hear those brothers moaning 

Ripping and atoning 

On revival day! 

They’re talking to the spirit 

Just like you see and hear it; 

They're sinful and they fear it 

On revival day. 

When that congregation starts to sing 

Nothing in this world don't mean a thing! 

Oh, glory Hallelujah! 

Makes you feel so peculiar 

The Devil cannot rule you 

On revival day! 

 

Glory, glory 

Hymns are purifying 

Glory, glory 

Wash my sins away! 

Lordy, Lordy 

Heal just like a lion 

Lordy, Lordy 

I’m reborn today! 
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The Gospel                                                                                   Mark 16:1-8 

Officiant: A reading from the Gospel of Mark 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on 

the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had 

been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 

to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, 

had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 

dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he 

said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 

But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 

you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 

terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they 

were afraid. 

Officiant: Here ends the reading. 

 
Homily                                       Father Richard 

 

The Iona Creed 

                     

We believe in God 

Maker, Redeemer and Sustainer of Life 

without beginning or end 

whose life-giving love was let loose on the first Easter Sunday 

and whose life-giving love we share and proclaim here today. 

We believe in God 

who gave up the divine life and submitted to the darkness 

and terror of the grave 

and who enters with us into every darkness and terror we 

shall ever face. 

We believe in God 

who raised Christ from the death of the grave to glorious 

new life 

and who raises our lives from sin and despair to newness 

and hope again. 
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We believe in God 

who met the grief-stricken Mary in the garden and called her 

onto hope by the uttering of her name 

and who meets us in our grief and gives us courage to hope 

again by tenderly calling our name. 

We believe in God 

who sent Mary out from the garden to be the witness and 

apostle of the resurrection 

and who commissions us, like Mary, to be bearers of hope 

and good news in our world. 

We believe in God 

Maker, Redeemer and Sustainer of Life 

without beginning or end 

whose life-giving love was let loose on the first Easter Sunday 

and whose life-giving love we share and proclaim today 

to all women and men, wherever and whoever they are, 

loved, blessed and called by God, 

without beginning or end. 

 

The Prayers                                                              BCP 97 
 

Officiant   The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Officiant   Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People  

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

At this time, you are invited to unmute your phone or computer for the intercessory 

prayers.   

Officiant:  We remember especially all those who are sick or any need… 

We give thanks for God’s gifts to us… 

We remember all those who have died… 

 

 
At the conclusion of the prayers of the people we will re-mute all but the Officiant 

and Cantors until the coffee hour that immediately follows. 

 

 

 



11 

 

The Officiant then says the following Collects 

 

The Collect of the Day                                                                                         

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death 

and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy 

the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-

giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Sundays                                                                                     BCP 98 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of  

the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this  

day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week  

to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 
Announcements, Birthday and Anniversary Blessings 
 
 
 Anthem:  Easter Anthem                                                            William Billings 

The Lord is risen indeed, 

Hallelujah. 

Now is Christ risen from the dead, 

and become the first fruits of them that slept. 

Hallelujah. 

And did He rise? 

Hear, O ye nations, hear it, O ye dead. 

He rose, He burst the bars of death, 

He burst the bars of death and triumphed o'er the grave. 

Then I rose, 

then first humanity triumphant passed the crystal ports of light, 

and seized eternal youth. 

Man, all immortal hail, hail, 

Heaven, all lavish of strange gifts to man, 

Thine's all the glory, man's the boundless bliss. 
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The General Thanksgiving                                                                       BCP 101 

 

 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

 to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation,  

and all the blessings of this life; 

 but above all for your immeasurable love 

 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  

not only with our lips, but in our lives,  

by giving up our selves to your service,  

and by walking before you  

in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

 

 

 

The Blessing 

 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect 

in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his 

sight; and the blessing of and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer and 

Sanctifier, be with you now and forever. Amen 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

Hymn:  The day of resurrection                                                              Ellacombe 
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Officiant      Let us bless the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.         

 

We are grateful to those members of our choir who were able to participate in 

recording the music for today’s service.  We thank Maximillian Jansen, also a 

member of our choir, for assisting with the technical aspects of today’s liturgy.  

After the conclusion of the service, we will stop recording and everyone is welcome to join us for 

a virtual coffee hour by allowing your video function and unmuting. 
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About Today’s Music:  On Revival Day, heard following the second reading, is 

the work of the African American composer Andy Razaf (1895-1973) who also 

created perennial standards of the Jazz Age including Ain’t Misbehavin’ and In the 

Mood.  The Spiritual is heard in an iconic recording from 1930 which features the 

great blues singer Bessie Smith (1894-1937) and the pianist James P. Johnson. 

Johnson, who composed as well, would achieve fame with 1920’s dance hits like 

The Charleston and symphonic music including his Harlem Symphony which dates 

to 1932. 

Although On revival day was not originally written for Bessie Smith, it seems a 

perfect fit as her singing style, whatever the repertoire, is more than reminiscent of 

a preacher at a revival. The concept of a camp meeting would have been more than 

familiar to the “Empress of the Blues” who was born in rural Tennessee just after 

the Second Great Awakening had passed through the country.  

William Billings, composer of today’s Easter Anthem, was born in Boston in 1746. 

A tanner by trade, he was a gifted and idiosyncratic musician-poet who was a close 

friend of both Samuel Adams and Paul Revere. His lack of formal musical training 

enabled him to completely break with the European style of composition and 

create what can justifiably be called the first truly American choral music. 

Hopelessly addicted to tobacco (he would consume handfuls of snuff at a time) he 

died at the age of 54.   

 

Billings began writing music before the American Revolution.  Ironically, 

the performance style most often applied to his compositions is drawn from the 

experience of "shape note" singing which was not part of American musical life 

until the 19th century.  Early publishers of "shape note" hymn books latched on 

to Billings' creations and filtered them through their own particular lens.  This has 

resulted in interpretations of the anthems which tend toward a rough-hewn 

approach based on what we think were the folk traditions of rural America. 

 

Even though Billings was clearly trying to do something weird, wonderful, and 

"anything but English", it does not necessarily follow that interpretations of his 

anthems need to be rough and ready.  Given the cultural world that Billings moved 

in, and his friendships with the finest Bostonian artisans of his day, there's no 

reason to think that finely realized performances of his music are anachronistic or 

incorrect. The music actually seems to welcome a more refined approach. 
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Easter Plants 2021 

Given By 
 

Catherine Baiardi in memory of Gladys Schebler; 

 

The Braggins family in memory of Josephine Mildred Cody Braggins and Allison 

Katzman; 

 

Dennis and Deborah Cody in memory of Kelly Anne Mealia; 

 

Dorothy Craft in memory of CWO John Koob; 

 

Sarah Carlson and Enrique Flores in memory of Helen Carlson and in thanksgiving 

for Richard Carlson and Dr. & Mrs. Enrique Flores; 

 

Stephen Frost in memory of his parents, Robert and Joy, and his brother and sister-

in-law, Michael and Sandra; 

 

James and Jeanette Gurney in memory of Joanna Gurney and Beatrice Lendino; 

 

Dawn and Mark Hawley in memory of Jean Knapp; 

 

Shirley J. Jones in memory of the Jones and the Davis families; 

 

The Lamprecht family in thanksgiving for Sir Chester; 

 

Alison Lankenau in memory of John Lankenau and Walter J. Kurlander; 

 

Fr. Richard and Tim Lewis in memory of Robert and Edna McKeon, John and 

Martha Tillotson, Hobart and Edith Lewis, and Susan Detjens; 

 

Mary Ann and Les Lombardi in memory of deceased members of the Forgey and 

Lombardi families; 

 

Gilda A. Lyons in memory of Bernard J. Lyons and Mr. & Mrs. Thomas V. Lyons; 

 

Joanne Gray and John Lyons in memory of John Lyons and Ann Lyons and in 

thanksgiving for Jean Gray and Paul Belculfine; 
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Michael Lonergan and Gwyneth Murphy in memory of Bill & Mary Lonergan and 

Frank & Bronwen Murphy; 

 

Michael Privitera in memory of Dr. and Mrs. Louis M. Privitera; 

 

Carolyn Randall and family in memory of William Randall and Clifford & 

Elizabeth Decker; 

 

Nancy Richard in memory of her mother, Alice Bogad and her husband, Thomas 

Richard; 

 

JoAnne Sommer in thanksgiving for family and friends, especially James, 

Deborah, Anthony, Karyn, Theresa, Vincent, and Gail & Ron Peck; 

 

Margie M. Staib in memory of her parents Fred & Maria Schwarzer, her husband 

Michael, and her friend Lynn DeGuise, and in thanksgiving for her daughters 

Dana, Katie, & Lorraine and her good friends and family; 

 

The Swain family in memory of Annabelle & John Allgood, Marjorie Swain, 

Lillian & Sidney Swain, Bertie Pemberton, and Lisa Pemberton; 

 

Jeff McCord, Jeffrey McCord, and Martha Toomey in memory of brother and 

uncle Thomas McCord; 

 

Virgina Euwer Wolff in thanksgiving for the Poetry Forum at Messiah; 

 

Roger and Emilie Wright in memory of Betty & Bob Decker and Mary & Milton 

Wright;  

 

The Pearson/Wright family in memory of Bernie Lyons; 

 

Julie and Sandy Zito in memory of the Magno and Zito families. 
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Easter Music 2021 

Given by 
 

Mr. and Mrs. David Andrick and family in memory of William & Grace & Jared 

Andrick; 

 

Catherine Baiardi in memory of John Baiardi; 

 

The Braggins family in memory of Robert Katzman; 

 

Dennis and Deborah Cody in thanksgiving for our grandchildren: Nicholas & 

Asher Neubardt, Aidan Cody, Azalea & Jules Small, Gaetano Crupi, and Kody & 

Kessa Lesser; 

 

Dorothy Craft in memory of Norman Craft; 

 

Linda Faber in thanksgiving for the cantors, accompanists, choir members, 

recorded choirs, and Tim Lewis; 

 

Stephen Frost in memory of R. Michael Brown, Bernard Forester, Richard Stuart, 

and Robert Pethick; 

 

James and Jeanette Gurney in memory of Joanna Gurney and Beatrice Lendino; 

 

Sarah, Isaac, Edith and Eleanor Imboden in memory and in honor of John 

Imboden, for a life of faith and great generosity; 

 

Shirley J. Jones in memory of the Jones and Davis families; 

 

The Lamprecht family in thanksgiving for Sir Chester; 

 

Alison Lankenau in memory of John Lankenau and Walter J. Kurlander; 

 

Fr. Richard and Tim Lewis in memory of Trey, Susanna, Adrianne, Heather, and 

Susan; 

 

Gilda A. Lyons in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Alejandro Alemán; 
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Joanne Gray and John Lyons in memory of Drayton Grant and in thanksgiving for 

Messiah’s own: Richard McKeon and Tim Lewis; 

 

Michael Lonergan and Gwyneth Murphy in memory of Frank & Bronwen Murphy 

and Bill & Mary Lonergan; 

 

Michael Privitera in memory of Manoel Cardozo, Melvin Dwork, Ricardo 

Velutini, and Simon Carter; 

 

Carolyn Randall in thanksgiving for her children and friends; 

 

Nancy Richard in thanksgiving for Fr. Richard, Tim Lewis, and our choir members 

and cantors, for beautiful music despite a pandemic; 

 

Kiki Steele in memory of Anastasia, Maxine, and Jayne, and in thanksgiving for 

Emma, Elizabeth, and Grace;  

 

Donna Stickle in memory of Don and Sally Kallop; 

 

JoAnne Sommer in memory of Cynthia Piro, Joseph Olender, Carmen Pepe, and 

Helene Piro; 

 

The Swain family in thanksgiving for Madeline Taylor, Peter Swain, Annabelle 

Swain, and Alice Plotnick; 

 

Francois Weigel in memory of Susan and Rolando Weigel; 

 

Virginia Euwer Wolff in memory of Eugene Courtney Euwer, Florence Craven 

Euwer, Gene Euwer, Dianne Richmond Boyd, and Art Wolff; 

 

Julie and Sandy Zito in memory of the Magno and Zito families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


