
Brebeuf Jesuit Ignatian Formation  
We meet once a month for an hour after school.   

Year 1 – Ignatian Themes 
First semester focuses on larger issues of Jesuit education and history. 

Introduction to St. Ignatius and the Society of Jesus 

• Pre-election – Read “A Pocket Guide to Jesuit Education” by Boston College found at 

https://www.bc.edu/offices/mission/publications/guide.html  

• Sessions run by Jen LaMaster and Fr. Bill Verbryke 

• Watch “The Olive” by Fairfield Prep http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSvOPtq30Xw 

• Discussion – table conversations w/report back 

What Makes a Jesuit School Jesuit? 

• JSEA Profile of and Ignatian Educator 

• Our Way of Proceeding https://jesuitschoolsnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Our-

Way-of-Proceeding-Standards-and-Benchmarks-for-Jesuit-Schools-in-the-21st-Century_0.pdf  

• Culturally Responsive Teaching - http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-

leadership/sept95/vol53/num01/A-Framework-for-Culturally-Responsive-Teaching.aspx 

• Begin review of “Our Way of Proceeding” and Ignatian Identity Review 

Our Way of Proceeding 

• JSEA Graduate at Graduation  https://jesuitschoolsnetwork.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/07/Profile-of-the-Graduate-at-Graduation-2010-Revised-8.14.2015.pdf  

• Brebeuf Jesuit Mission and Core Values  https://brebeuf.org/mission-state-and-core-values/  

• Discussion topics: Relationship b/t Church, the Society, the Archdiocese and the school; Jesuit 

education as counter-cultural; structure and purpose of education as apostolate.  

Second Semester focuses on practical life in a Jesuit school.  The main objective being taking the 

theory/history into daily practice. 

The Classroom/Workplace as Holy Ground 

• “The Classroom as Holy Ground” by Kevin O’Brien, SJ. From America  May 26, 2003.  

• “Unfinished Houses” by John McLoughlin from America July 21, 2014 

http://www.americamagazine.org/issue/unfinished-houses 

• Discussion topics: Church;  Prayer (Individual, Communal, Spiritual Exercises) ; What is Holy 

Ground 

Care of the Person 

• “Cura Personalis” by Peter-Hans Kolvenback, SJ.  From Review of Ignatian Spirituality, Number 

114. 

• “Care and Concern for Each Individual Person” Excerpt from Characteristics of Jesuit Education 
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(JSEA) page 9 Original found at https://jesuitschoolsnetwork.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/07/Foundations.pdf  

• “Choosing to Care” by Katy Ridnouer.  From the book Managing Your Classroom with Heart 2006 

pg 9-18. 

• Diversity and Micro-Aggressions  

• Discussion topics: Cura Personalis – what it is and isn’t; how care is lived in action 

 

Furthering the Mission 

• Watch video https://youtu.be/TgUJvtzUuZA from Fr. Sosa 

• Read “How the Four New Universal Apostolic Priorities Support Social Enterprise” from 

American Magazine.  https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2019/03/28/how-jesuits-four-

new-universal-apostolic-priorities-support-social-enterprise 

• GC 35 Decree 2 “The Fire that Kindles Other Fires” 

• Discussion topics: Tie into Diversity work with Director of Inclusion and Equity in Cultural 

Competency;  Growth opportunities. 

 

All faculty and staff are required to participate in the Chicago/Detroit Province retreat “Ignatian 

Themes” the summer after the first year of employment.  This is a 2 day retreat.  All funding for travel 

and registration is covered by the school. 

 

Year 2 – The Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm 
Year Two is an indepth journey through the IPP.  Led by Assistant Principal.  Again, the group meets once 

a month for one hour after school.   

Context and Reflection on Ignatian Themes Retreat Overview 
• “Four Hallmarks of Jesuit Pedagogy:  Prelection, Reflection, Active Learning, Repetition” by 

Ralph Metts, SJ.  From JSEA. 

• Veteran faculty (Principal) shares how he uses context in the classroom and the Principal’s Office 

*** All Foundations documents found here  https://jesuitschoolsnetwork.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/07/Foundations.pdf  

 

Experience 
• JSEA Foundations “The Preamble”  

• Veteran faculty and CIO shares how he uses experience in Makerspace 

• Key Questions: 

o What techniques do you use to install a sense of awe and wonder in your 

students/interactions? 
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o What techniques have you seen another use? 

o What tensions/balance do your students/constituents struggle with?  How do you offer 

experiences to guide them to an Ignatian response? (see paragraph 11) 

Reflection 
• “Foundations: Reflections on the Educational Principles of the Spiritual Exercises” by Robert R. 

Newton.  

• Veteran staff member from Religious Studies Department shares how he/she uses Reflection in 

the classroom 

• Look at various forms of reflection (Examen, journaling, prayer) 

• Key Questions: 

o Review of Spiritual Exercise and relationship between Retreatant – Director – Creation 

and how it related to Teacher – Student – Knowledge 

o The purpose of Jesuit Education “the knowledge, the love and service of God.” 

o Why is reflection so key to learning? 

o How do we engage the affect elements of learning? 

Action/Evaluation 
• Read “A Fire the Kindles Other Fires” from GC 35 

• Culturally Responsive Teaching (see handout from St. Ignatius San Francisco). 

• Jen LaMaster, Formation facilitator, and Fr. Bill Verbryke, President 

• Key Questions: 

o How do we live this mission in action in our school? 

o How do we live a compassionate response to the world, community, students, families? 

o What frontiers are you called to? 

o Review Ignatian Identity Review and how used to move school to Action/Evaluation 

• Review the Five Steps of IPP Handout 

• Intro the application project for the next 2 months 

 

 

Participants are then charged to work with a mentor on intentional use of the IPP in their classroom or 

workspace.  This is the reflection they turn in to “graduate” from the program. 

 



 
Second Year Magis Reflection 

 

This year we focused on the Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm.  You were asked to 

design a classroom or job related experience designed with the principals of 

Context-Experience-Reflection-Action-Evaluation.   

Briefly describe what you did.... 

 

 

As you reflect on the experience of purposely designing with the IPP, what were the 

highlights of the experience?  

 

 



 

As you reflect on the experience, what were the lowlights of the experience? 
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