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Columbia University’s Center for Resilient Cities and Landscapes 
And Vision 2025 organize Resilience Accelerator Workshop in Johnstown 

 
Johnstown Vision 2025 is teaming up with Columbia University Graduate School of Architecture, 
Planning and Preservation (Columbia GSAPP) and the Center for Resilient Cities and 
Landscapes to host a Resilience Accelerator about Resilient Infrastructure on October 27-28 at 
the Bottleworks Arts Center in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 
 
The two-day workshop will begin with a reception (5 PM) followed by a public lecture from 
Landscape Architect Kate Orff titled “Rivers as Ecological and Economic Engines” on Sunday 
October 27th at 6 PM. Kate will show work by her award-winning firm SCAPE in helping cities 
transform their waterfronts. Urban Design students from Columbia will also install an exhibition 
in the Bottleworks that will show how cities around the world have re-imagined their riverfronts in 
recent years. The exhibition will be open to the public at 5 PM on Sunday, and students will 
be on hand to discuss the case studies. There is no cost for admission. 
 
On Monday morning, Vision 2025 and CRCL will facilitate a workshop with the Johnstown 
Interagency Taskforce, a planning coalition of 30 federal, state, and local government agencies 
and community representatives that has met twice annually since 2017 to coordinate resources 
and investment in the City. Previous workshop topics have included Grant Funding 
Opportunities, Economic Diversification, and Public Risk Management. The objective of this 
workshop is to identify and illustrate the city’s current resilience priorities, policies, and projects; 
and to discuss opportunities for coordination of efforts toward resilient infrastructure and 
landscapes. Media can contact Ryan Kieta (rkieta@realdla.com; 814-421-5681) to schedule 
time to visit this workshop. 
 
At 3 PM on Monday, the Bottleworks will again be open to the public for a report back from the 
workshop and conversation about next steps in implementing priority resilience-building efforts 
in Johnstown. 
 
An exhibition of the river city case studies and outcomes of the workshop will be viewable in the 
Bottleworks for the following two weeks. 
 
“Large and small cities all over the country are attracting young people and businesses by 
improving their quality of life, often by restoring the natural environment,” said Kate Orff. 
“Johnstown has great natural areas, hillsides and rivers. We look forward to workshopping 
together how the rivers can be better connected to communities and help catalyze a green 
economy.” 
 



“The community based planning practiced by Vision 2025 and Johnstown’s citizens is an 
inspiration for our students,” said Thad Pawlowski, a Johnstown native and managing director of 
CRCL. “There is no better place to study the resilience of cities and landscapes than here in 
Johnstown, where people have lived through economic and environmental disasters and stand 
ready today for a brighter future.” 
 
“The opportunity to partner with Columbia University, one of the world’s leading research 
institutions, will accelerate our planning efforts as the community through Vision2025 continues 
to invest and develop Johnstown into a thriving and beautiful place to live and work,” said Ryan 
Kieta, Vision 2025 coordinator. 
 
“The perspectives brought by Columbia faculty and students will energize our efforts,” agreed 
Wally Burlack, Vision 2025 Coordinator. 
 
Partners 
 
Johnstown Vision 2025 
Vision 2025 is Johnstown’s Community Planning, Engagement, and Development Initiative. 
Launched in 2015, it has cultivated over 2,500 participants organized into over 100 “Capture 
Teams” with individual goals but a common ambition to better the Johnstown region through 
knowledge, connection, volunteerism, leadership, and resource procurement. Capture teams 
are organized into one of three “Circles Groups:” Strong Sense of Community, Life-Sustaining 
Landscapes, and Vibrant and Open Local Economy. Capture teams are sets of people who 
work together in order to accomplish a specific goal. Some examples of these capture teams 
are the Youth Engagement team and the Welcome to Johnstown team. As capture teams reach 
their goals, the Johnstown region has continued to grow and prosper. 
 
Center for Resilient Cities and Landscapes 
Established in 2018 at Columbia University’s Graduate School for Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation ( GSAPP ), CRCL uses planning and design to help communities and ecosystems 
adapt to the pressures of urbanization, inequality, and climate uncertainty. CRCL works with 
public, nonprofit, and academic partners to deliver practical and forward-thinking technical 
assistance that advances project implementation through interdisciplinary research, 
visualization of risk, project design scenarios, and facilitated convenings. CRCL integrates 
resilience thinking into design education and academic programming, bringing real-world 
challenges into the classroom to train future design leaders.  
 
CRCL’s inaugural project, the Resilience Accelerator, in partnership with 100 Resilient Cities 
(100RC) and the Rockefeller Foundation, connects cities with design expertise at Columbia 
University and a global network of resilience practitioners and researchers to expand the 
resilience value of projects, generate investment opportunities, deepen relationships between 
project teams across sectors, and accelerate implementation strategies. The Resilience 



Accelerators so far have included projects in Southeast Florida; Santiago de Los Caballeros; 
Los Angeles; The Hague; Tel Aviv; Montevideo; Pune, India; Can Tho, Vietnam. 
 

Kate Orff is the Faculty Director of CRCL, an Associate Professor and Director of the 
Urban Design Program at Columbia GSAPP, where she coordinates complex 
interdisciplinary studios centered on urban systems of the future. Her design studios and 
seminars focus on design for climate dynamics, and aim to discover new ways of 
integrating social life, infrastructure, urban form, biodiversity and community-based 
change. Orff is a registered landscape architect and the founder of SCAPE, an 
award-winning 50-person professional practice based in Manhattan and New Orleans. 
Among other recognitions, Kate Orff is a 2017 MacArthur Foundation Fellow and 
SCAPE has won national and local American Society of Landscape Architecture Awards. 
 
Thaddeus Pawlowski, a proud Johnstown native, the Managing Director of CRCL and 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Urban Design and Planning at Columbia GSAPP. 
Working in New York City government and more recently in other cities around the 
world, he has sought to integrate climate change adaptation and resilience into urban 
development patterns through the design of projects, policies and programs. He was a 
2015 Loeb Fellow at Harvard University.  
 

Columbia GSAPP 
Among the world’s leading research universities, Columbia University in the City of New York 
continuously seeks to advance the frontiers of scholarship and foster a campus community 
deeply engaged in the complex issues of our time. Columbia University’s Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning and Preservation (Columbia GSAPP) offers a range of programs in 
architecture, historic preservation, planning, real estate development, and urban design that 
bring together imagination, experimentation, and critical thinking towards new forms of practice. 
GSAPP is committed to shaping a more equitable, sustainable, and creative world by engaging 
architecture and the built environment from diverse and global perspectives. The school 
functions as an urban condenser of ideas and drives innovation and change through the 
leadership of its faculty, the excellence of its academic programs, the expansion of 
interdisciplinary opportunities as well as the richness of its research initiatives and events. 
 
The organizers would like to acknowledge and thank The Buell Center for their support of this 
endeavor by generously providing funding for student and faculty travel to Johnstown as part of 
the POWER: Infrastructure in America program. 
 


