From the Right Seat

Peter Rafle  CFII, ATP, 

(continued)

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni is located near Hiroshima, Japan.  Willow Grove, Pennsylvania was a Naval Air Reserve air station in 1968.  Now it houses Army reserve units. NAS Alameda in 1968 was a Naval Reserve base across the bay from San Francisco.  NAS Barbers Point, Hawaii is now closed but was my second home for a while in 1967.  Wake Island, located in Micronesia, is about 2/3 of the way to Guam.  The westbound flying route from Hawaii was normally Midway to Wake to Guam.  Atsugi is located near Tokyo and was used by the U.S. after World War II.  I landed there on my first visit to Japan.  Guam is in the Western Pacific northeast of the Philippines.  Yokohama is the large port city south of Tokyo.  Honolulu and its beach at Waikiki were probably the chance for some relaxation at some point in his adventure.

I note that there are four creases in the bill indicating it was probably folded in his wallet for some time.  At Pan Am, crew members would collect various foreign currency worth about five dollars each and tape the ends together, keeping it folded up and ready for the next destination. With the Padiddle you always had at least five dollars’ worth for a taxi or a drink, or whatever.

The Waikiki beach bar at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel with the myna birds stealing peanuts, ahh………..


		
