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The International Organization of Marianist Lay Communities is an international 

Private Association of the faithful constituted as a juridical person since March of 

2000 (Prot. N. 450/00/S-61/B-98).  It consists of 6,077 individuals in 567 small 

Christian communities around the world.  Our purpose is to promote social justice 

and form the next generation of Church leaders.  The lives of our members are 

guided by a spirituality of Mary, especially as expressed in the Magnificat and the 

story of Cana.    

Given this perspective, it is not surprising that our vision of the Church is steeped 

in Mary’s witness.  Virtues of compassion, nurturing, respect, and courage figure 

strongly, as well as interdependence across roles, skills, and lifestyles.    

Our Marianist Family also brings a special competency by virtue of our unique 

composition of lay and religious working in full partnership with each other as 

“disciples of equals.”  We want to assume responsibility and follow protocol as an 

autonomous branch of the Family, and also work in close relationship with the 

other branches, in a spirit of transparency, trust and communion.  We believe that 

empowering laity as partners in Church leadership and decision making can bring 

important secular expertise and transparency to the work of preventing sexual 

abuse, cover-up, and undue abuse of power.    

Like many in the rest of the Church we are very upset by the abuse scandals 

worldwide.  The abuse and victimization of children and vulnerable adults over 

many years evokes both anger and compassion among our members.  What is 

particularly shocking is the role of Church authorities in often ignoring or hiding 

the problem.     

To this end we join in a desire to provide a prayerful voice and attentive Spirit, 

through which the faithful can actively participate in bringing about positive 

change within the Church.    

Our goals are:  

• To advocate for the education and prevention of all forms of violence, injury 

or abuse of children and vulnerable adults whether physical, mental, 

emotional, or sexual while in the care of an adult;      



• To support survivors of abuse— physical, mental, emotional, and sexual 

abuse;   

• To support priests of integrity;   

• To work collaboratively with vowed religious to shape positive structural 

changes within the Catholic Church.    

Advocating for Education and Prevention of Violence means  

• To create safe and supportive communities that offer a loving environment 

where there is informed vigilance about the dangers of abuse;    

• To assist Church ministries in our parishes and communities to follow safe 

recruitment guidelines for hiring and training clergy, staff and volunteers;   

• To assist Church ministries in our parishes and communities to establish a 

Code of Conduct and training for appropriate behavior with minors and 

vulnerable adults;  

Supporting Survivors means   

• The primary consideration of all actions taken must be in the best interest of 

the children and vulnerable adults involved;     

• Being with survivors in their journey of healing by providing opportunities 

for survivors to share their stories, ideas and insights about the trauma of 

sexual abuse;   

• To act as support persons for those who report abuse in the Church and to sit 

on investigation boards to assist in establishing the truth and work toward 

healing;     

• To advocate for the release of the names of all credibly accused past and 

present abusers;   

• To be transparent about processes and outcomes when handling all new 

cases.    

Supporting priests of integrity means   

• Encouraging collaboration and mutual support between priests and laity.     

• Honoring those priests who, in word and action, exhibit courage and 

compassion along with principled leadership and faithfulness to their vows.  

 



To help shape structural change within the Church to reduce the incidence of 

abuse:  

• To report all cases of abuse—physical, mental, emotional, and sexual to the 

appropriate civil and religious authorities;   

• To educate laity and religious about the signs and impact of abuse on 

victims;   

• To advocate for policies and procedures that reduce the incidence of 

abuse.   

• To prevent future abuse by providing evidence-based curricula programs 

empowering adults to take responsible actions to protect children and adults 

threatened by abuse.  

 


