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As a Lay Marianist, I see the inspiration (notice “spire” to breathe in there) of the
Holy Spirit in partnership with Mary’s “yes” to be a grand part of the incarnation
of an overly abundant ever loving trinitarian God in a perpetual overflowing
community. The charismatic understanding here is that Mary is so closely tied to
God that she actually breathes together with God. Therefore, God in human form -
Jesus - the Incarnate Word, breathes on earth because of Mary. It is central to my
faith life and to much of my theological thinking that this breathing together - one
might say conspiring - is a Christian call. I think Francis and I are on similar pages
here.

Fratelli Tutti names Mary twice in only two paragraphs distance from each
other. The first states after discussing us as church - remember that all who are
baptized ARE the church, “(276.) Mary, the Mother of Jesus, ‘we want to be a
Church that serves, that leaves home and goes forth from its places of worship,
goes forth from its sacristies, in order to accompany life, to sustain hope, to be the
sign of unity… to build bridges, to break down walls, to sow seeds of
reconciliation’.[270]”

Much of this quote in paragraph 276 is taken from Francis’ homily from Santiago,
Cuba. It shows an outward focus - an ecclesiology based on the other, on service,
and bridge building.

Paragraph 278 also names Mary. “Called to take root in every place, the
Church has been present for centuries throughout the world, for that is what it
means to be “catholic”. She can thus understand, from her own experience of grace
and sin, the beauty of the invitation to universal love. Indeed, “all things human
are our concern… wherever the councils of nations come together to establish the
rights and duties of man, we are honoured to be permitted to take our place among
them”.[274] For many Christians, this journey of fraternity also has a Mother,
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whose name is Mary. Having received this universal motherhood at the foot of the
cross (cf. Jn 19:26), she cares not only for Jesus but also for “the rest of her
children” (cf. Rev 12:17). In the power of the risen Lord, she wants to give birth to
a new world, where all of us are brothers and sisters, where there is room for all
those whom our societies discard, where justice and peace are resplendent.”

In the quote, “the rest of her children”, Francis points to Revelations 12:17 which
reads, in the New Revised Standard Version “Then the dragon was angry with the
woman, and went off to make war on the rest of her children, those who keep the
commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus.”

From Revelations 12:9, we know the great dragon is the ancient serpent, who is
called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world. From Revelations
12:16, we learn that the earth shields the woman from the dragon’s attack.

The dragon is the evil one waging war on those who keep the commandments of
God and hold the testimony of Jesus. Notice that evil is gearing itself against those
who would be considered in better relationship with God. Sometimes when
interpreting scripture passages, social systems are not taken into account. Doing
theological work from various contexts points to knowing that humans create
social systems which are limited and broken. Some benefit more from these social
systems than others. This passage may be interpreted as directed toward those who
benefit most from the system, those who are able to keep the commandments of
God; those for whom social systems have allowed them to live what one may call a
good Christian life. Because of the accident of birth and various privileges the ones
who benefit most from the systems may be those most targeted by the dragon.
Even the dragon seems to show a preferential option for those for whom the
systems are not built; for those who live outside of the systems. Could it be that the
dragon knows that these lives already live with daily torment? Could it be that the
dragon knows that human finitude and social sin have already done the job of
interjecting wretchedness and fear for those outside of the systems and the dragon
only needs to attack those who benefit most from the systems?

Second, Fratelli Tutti discusses Mary’s power through a risen Jesus. Mary’s
power to birth a new world...where there is room for all those whom our societies
discard. Yet, Francis does not cite either of the infancy narratives or the



resurrection stories in the gospels. Francis cites John 19:26. The New Revised
Standard Version translation of this verse reads, “When Jesus saw his mother and
the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman,
here is your son.’” Mary is then seen as John’s mother. This reading is usually part
of the story told on Good Friday.

In some cultures, including my own, there is a practice on Good Friday
known as el pesame de la Virgen Dolorosa. The English word for the practice of a
pesame is a wake. It is the part of a funeral where people gather to support and give
condolences to family members for their loss. Most days we say that Mary
accompanies us. Because of this accompaniment, many days we sing the beautiful
song “Santa Maria del Camino”. On Good Friday, we are called to accompany
Mary. In Spanish, the word for condolences is “pesame”. It is taken from the
phrase “me pesa” or it weighs me down. This word is truly beautiful. It means we
feel the weight of someone else’s burden and loss. Those who have been united
through the water of Baptism to both Jesus and Mary; those who are the Church,
live with this weight of an unjustly crucified person. Mary’s pain, suffering, and
loss are remembered through the practice of the pesame de la Virgen Dolorosa.
This practice means that one does not just lightly say, “I’m sorry for your loss and
walk away.” Instead, the community stays and does what it can to accompany,
knowing that the loss and void are strong and ever-present. The pesame on Good
Friday calls the faithful to sit with this weight to ponder what can be done to help
with this weight. Through the pesame, the faithful accompany Mary, pray with
Mary, grieve with Mary, clamor at injustice with Mary because of the
interconnected feeling to this profound anguish. The members of the Church, all
who are baptized as well as all on their way to baptism, are called to be the agents
of care.

As children mature, they care for their parents. Good Friday is the day
Christians are called to further maturity, to care for Mary. Fratelli Tutti reiterates
this important concept. Mary carries the weight and suffering of all of creation.
This Marian image is sometimes called Mary, Mantel of Mercy. On Good Friday,
the entire experience of the crucifixion and Mary’s loss is meant to be a humbling
experience because sometimes accompanying someone in their suffering may be
the most that can be done. Therefore the quote from paragraph 276 of Fratelli Tutti
“and in imitation of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, ‘we want to be a Church that
serves, that leaves home and goes forth from its places of worship, goes forth from
its sacristies, in order to accompany life, to sustain hope, to be the sign of unity…



to build bridges, to break down walls, to sow seeds of reconciliation’.[270]”
According therefore to Fratelli Tutti, it is because of Good Friday and because of
the connection to the weight of Mary’s suffering and through her connection to the
weight of suffering in a world filled with injustice that the Church must care for all.

Therefore, Fratelli Tutti reiterates an image of church which is based in
Mary’s relationship to the Triune God, to the Incarnate Word named Jesus, and
mother of all of humanity. The scripture verse from John, then makes us think
about our own maturing faith. We are to think and behave as adults in relationship
to Mary and therefore as church -to care for our elders, creation, and all, especially
those that have been deemed disposable and marked for death. This care of all for
Mary is further supported by the earth guarding the woman in Revelations 12:16 as
Mary’s creation shields and protects the woman in the story. This maturing faith is
outwardly focused and knows that those for whom the rules are created will be the
target of the dragon, which we see from Revelations 12:17. It also calls us to think
about those for whom the rules are not created. Who is left out? For whom do
systems not fit? Even within our own Church, who remains an outcast?
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