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Mary of Magdala, ECC – March 20, 2022 
Celebrating the 3rd Sunday in Lent - Together Wherever We Are 
Father Michael Nicosia Presiding 
 
Welcome and Announcements: Lector David Cloyd 

Social Justice Reflection Tom Moos, Social Justice Ministry 

 
Entrance Song 
Healing Water 
 

Refrain 
Healing waters, flow over me. 
Mercy’s water, renewing me. 
Mercy’s ocean, transforming me. 
Healing water, renew me. 
 
1. Renew my heart, O God, 
come change my hardened heart, 
come fill my hardened heart with mercy. 
You are the water of life. 
You are the breath of heaven, 

come fill my hardened heart with mercy, Lord. 
 
2. Wash me in waters of love; 
cleanse me and purify me, 
for only you can cleanse me, Lord. 
Wash over me, O Lord. 
Refresh my thirsty soul 
for you alone can make me holy, Lord. 

 

 

© 2000, Trevor Thomson. Published by Spirit & Song, a division of OCP. All rights reserved.. 
 

Centering and Greeting 
 

Aware of the sacred, let us take a moment to  
stand in silent awe.  
Moment of silence  
…and so we begin in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son,  and of the Holy Spirit.  ALL: Amen 

 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance 
through the knowledge of God and of Jesus the 
Christ. 
ALL: And also with you. 

 
Penitential Rite 
 

Lent is a time of self-examination and hopefully 
of liberation.  As we continue our journey 
through this holy season, let us be mindful of 
how we may have failed to share the love we 
have received. 
 
Together let us pray:… 
 

ALL: God of all mercy and compassion,  
we confess that we have sinned,  
falling short of your divine will.   
 
We have denied your goodness in each other,  
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.   
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we 
have done, and the evil done on our behalf.   
 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our 
Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will.    

CONFESSION from ECUSA Book of Alternative Services 
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May Almighty God have mercy on us,  
forgive us our sins,  and bring us to life 
everlasting.  ALL:  Amen. 

 
 

 

 
. 

Opening Prayer  
 

Let us pray… 
 
God, full of compassion and mercy,  
our world obsesses over needs, both real and 
imagined. 
 

Clarify our longings with affirmations of your love 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your  Son and our 
brother, who with you and the Holy Spirit meets 
us where we’re at, now and always.  
ALL: Amen 

 
 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Let us joyfully listen to the Word of God, the Good News in our midst. 

 
First Reading:   Lector David Cloyd 

 
Our first reading is from One Who Encourages Growth from Jesus, Friend of My  Soul, by Joyce Rupp                           
 

When Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the 
well, she thirsted for more than water but did 
not know how to discover what would ease her 
longing.  Moreover, she had been spiritually 
dehydrated for such a long time that she could 
no longer name that thirst.   
 
The Samaritan woman’s unexpected 
conversation with Jesus drew forth from the well 
of her heart more than she ever thought 
possible.  He offered her the gift of her true self, 
leading her to the heart’s secret place and 
resurrecting the essential goodness she had 

forgotten.  This awakening woman fought and 
mistrusted the freeing process until she finally 
accepted wholeheartedly what she truly desired.  
When the authentic love surfaced in her, she 
couldn’t wait to tell the people of her village. 
 
We act like Jesus at the well when the Spirit in us 
listens compassionately to another person’s 
dashed dreams until they are truly heard.        
 
Words Inspired by God. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm   by Bill Smith and Lynne Barnes 
 
 

Second Reading: Lector Cindy Cloyd  

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 2 : 1-11        

 
Sisters and Brothers, every one of you who 
passes judgment on another is without excuse. 
You condemn yourself by the very standard with 
which you judge others because you, the judge, 
do the very same things!  

We know that God's judgment is true. Do you 
suppose, then, that you who judge others and 
yet do the same evils yourself will escape God's 
judgment? Or do you hold God's priceless 
kindness, forbearance, and patience in such low 
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esteem that you are unaware that God's kindness 
would lead you to repentance? By your 
stubbornness and impenitent heart, you store up 
wrath for yourself when the ultimate, just 
judgment of God comes.  

God will repay everyone according to their 
works. Yes, affliction and distress will come upon 
every human being who does evil, Judean first 

and then Greek. But there will be glory, honor, 
and peace for everyone who does good, Judean 
first and then Greek.  

There is no partiality with God.    
 
The Word of God.  
ALL: Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel Acclamation – Mass of the Desert 

Refrain: 
Glory to you, Word of God, Jesus the Christ. 
 

4. Jesus, you are truly the Savior of the world; 
give me living water, that I may never thirst 
again. 
 

 
Adapted lyrics by Bill Smith. Text © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation (ICEL). All rights reserved. Used with permission. Music © 2011, 

Tom Booth. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. 
 
 

 
Gospel Reading: John 4: 5-30, 39-42    Fr. Michael Nicosia 

 
Christ be with you all.      ALL: And also with you. 
A proclamation of the Good News according to John.   ALL: Glory to you, O God.  
 
Jesus stopped at a town in Samaria called Sychar, 
near the tract of land Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph, and Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, weary 
from the journey, came and sat by the well. It 
was around noon. 

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” The disciples 
had gone off to the town to buy provisions.  

The Samaritan woman replied, “You’re a Jew. 
How can you ask me, a Samaritan for a drink?”—
since Jews had nothing to do with Samaritans. 

Jesus answered, ‘If only you recognized God’s 
gift, and who it is that is asking you for a drink, 
you would have asked him for a drink instead, 
and he would have given you living water.” 

“If you please,” she challenged Jesus, “you don’t 
have a bucket and this well is deep. Where do 
you expect to get this ‘living water.’ Surely you 
don’t pretend to be greater than our ancestors 
Leah and Rachel and Jacob, who gave us this well 

and drank from it with their descendants and 
flocks?” 

Jesus replied, “Everyone who drinks this water 
will be thirsty again. But those who drink the 
water I give will never be thirsty; no, the water I 
give will become fountains within them, 
springing up to provide eternal life.” 

The woman said to Jesus, “Give me this water, so 
that I won’t grow thirsty and have to keep 
coming all the way here to draw water. He said 
to her, “Go call your husband and come back 
here.” The woman replied, “I have no husband.” 
Jesus said to her, “Right you are when you said, ‘I 
have no husband,’ for you have had five 
husbands, and the man you are living with now is 
not your husband. This you said truthfully!”  

The woman replied, “Sir, I see that you are a 
prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this 
mountain, but you people claim that Jerusalem is 
the place where God ought to be worshipped.” 
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Jesus told her, “Believe me, the hour is coming 
when you’ll worship Amma/Abba God neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You people 
worship what you don’t understand; we worship 
what we do understand—after all, salvation is from 
the Jewish people. Yet the hour is coming—and is 
already here—when real worshippers will worship 
Amma/Abba God in Spirit and truth. Indeed, it is 
just such worshipers whom Amma/Abba God 
seeks. God is Spirit, and those who worship God 
must worship in spirit and truth.” 

The woman said to Jesus, “I know that the 
Messiah—the Anointed One—is coming and will 
tell us everything.” He replied, “I who speak to 
you am the One.” 

Now at that very moment the disciples came 
back. They were shocked because Jesus was 
speaking with a woman; however, no one said, 
“What do you want?” or “Why are you speaking 
with her?”  

Then the woman left her water jar, went off into 
the town and said to the people, “Come, see a 
man who told me everything I ever did. Surely he 
can’t be the Messiah, can he?” So they left the 
town and began coming to him. 

Many Samaritans from that town believed in 
Jesus on the strength of the woman’s 
testimony—that “he told me everything I ever 
did.” The result was that, when these Samaritans 
came to Jesus, they begged him to stay with 
them awhile. So, Jesus stayed there two days, 
and through his own spoken word many more 
came to faith. They told the woman, “No longer 
does our faith depend on your story. We’ve 
heard for ourselves and we know that this really 
is the savior of the world.” 

The Good News of Jesus the Christ. 
All: Praise to You, Jesus the Christ  

 
Homily: Father Michael Nicosia 

“from bee to bee to bee: from judgment to awareness” 
 

Fr. Michael Nicosia 
United in faith, united in love, let us profess the truth we claim as our own. 

Our Truth 
We believe in God, our Mother out-pouring, our 
Father uniting, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is seen and yet to be revealed.   
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word eternally 
spoken by God,  our brother and teacher, 
through whom all things were made and hold 
together.  By the power of the Holy Spirit he 
was born of the Virgin Mary, and became fully 
human.   
For the sake of the truth he suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; and on the third day rose from the dead.  
 
He ascended into heaven yet remains active in 
our midst.  He will come again in glory to unite 
the living and the dead, and our communion 
with him will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the spirit of truth 
and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son as the dynamic expression of their 
relationship and channel of their love.   
 
With the Father and the Son, She is worshiped 
and glorified.  We believe in the ways  
She unites us:  

through her prophetic challenge, 
through the Body of Christ, the Church, 
in our shared baptism,  
in our sacrifices on behalf of others, 
in our hope in the resurrection,  
and in the fulfillment of God’s promise  
in eternity.  Amen. 

 
OUR TRUTH (Michael J. Nicosia © 2020) 
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Prayers of the People 
 

Father Michael Nicosia 

Our lives are precious in the sight of our God.  Let us then with confidence voice our prayers and concerns for 
ourselves, our Church, and our world. 
 
Lector Cindy Cloyd

The response is: Merciful God, receive our 
prayers. ALL: Merciful God, receive our prayers.  
 
For all who are suffering from the terrors of the 
war: the injured and their caregivers, the 
grieving, separated families, the hungry, the 
thirsty, and the forgotten, we pray… 
ALL:  Merciful God, receive our prayers  
 
For world leaders and all in a position of 
influence, and for those with power over war or 
peace, that wisdom, discernment, and 
compassion will guide their decisions, we pray… 
ALL:  Merciful God, receive our prayers  
 

For the peoples of Ukraine and of Russia, we pray 
for peace and the laying down of weapons.  For 
all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit 
of comfort will draw near to them.  For all of your 
precious children at risk and in fear, that they will 
be kept safe in your loving embrace.  For all these 
needs, we pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince 
of Peace.  
(prayer paraphrased from a prayer by the Church of England) 
ALL:  Merciful God, receive our prayers  
 

 
For the prayers requested by those attending in the Sanctuary and in those placed in the chat feature 
…………………..we pray 
All: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For those on Zoom, if you would like to share your prayer aloud, please unmute now for all to hear, 
.......................we pray, 
All: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
And for those on our Prayer List and all the prayers held in our hearts, we pray,  
All: Merciful God, receive our prayers. 
 
Father Michael Nicosia 

Most generous God, your mercy knows no limit.   Hear these prayers, that we may receive the full measure of 
your love.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, our brother.  ALL:  Amen  

 

 
The Peace  

Our dehydrated world thirsts for peace. 
May the peace of Christ be with you always.    
ALL:  And also with you. 
 

Virtually and in person, let us share with one 
another a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

 



 

6 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Preparation of our Tables   

As we prepare our tables, offering food and drink in our homes, we are reminded that our offerings of time, 
talent and treasure  sustain the mission of God’s Church.  Please continue to give as you are called and able. 

Let us sing together. 

Offertory Song  
Come to the Water 

 

1. O let all who thirst, let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing, let them come to 
our God: without money, without price. Why 
should you pay the price, except for our God? 
 
2. And let all who seek, let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing, let them come to our 
God: without money, without strife. Why should you 
spend your life, except for our God? 

4. And let all the poor, let them come to the 
water.  Bring the ones who are laden, bring them 
all to our God: bring the children without might. 
Easy the load and light: Come to our God. 
 
Lyrics adapted by Bill Smith. Text: Isaiah 55:1, 2; Matthew 11:28–30. Text and 
music © 1978, 2006,John B. Foley, S.J. and OCP. All rights reserved 

. 

 

 
Preparation of the Gifts   (During Offertory Song) 

 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.   
Through your goodness we have this monetary 
offering, fruit of our labors given for the up-
building of your church. It will further your work 
in the world.   
(if prayer audible)  Blessed is God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.   
Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer which earth has given and human hands 
have made.  It will become for us the bread of 
life. (if prayer audible)  Blessed is God forever. 
 
By the mystery of this water  and wine may we 
come to share in the divinity of Christ, who 
humbled himself to share in our humanity.   
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.   

Through your goodness we have this wine to 
offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands.   
It will become our spiritual drink.  
(if prayer audible)  Blessed is God forever. 
 
THE WASHING OF HANDS 
Lord God, we ask you to receive us  
and to be pleased with the sacrifice we offer you  
with humble and contrite hearts. 

Pray, my siblings in Christ, that our sacrifice  
may be acceptable to God, our almighty 
Father/Mother. 
 
All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands for the praise and glory of God’s name, 
for our good, and the good of all the Church. 

 
Prayer over the Gifts  
 

Holy God, Holy Almighty One, Holy Immortal 
One, your love is our salvation.  
 
We thank you for enabling us, even in this 
meager way, to give back to you. 

 
Multiply these gifts to overflowing that they may 
be used to address the needs of the world. 
This we ask and can do through Christ, our Lord.  
ALL:  Amen 
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Eucharistic Prayer   Preface of Our Needs Supplied by Michael J. Nicosia © 2022, inspired by the woman at the well (Jn 4:5-42) and a passage from 

St. Augustine’s Confessions   
 

God is with you.           ALL:  And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.     ALL:  We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to the God who made us.   ALL:  It is right to give God thanks and praise 
 

 
Great are you, O God, and exceedingly worthy of 
praise; your power is immense, and your wisdom 
beyond reckoning.  And so we, who are a part of 
your creation, long to praise you. 

But, though created good, we also carry our 
mortality about with us, and our limits and 
failings drain us dry. 

Wounded and insecure, we thirst; arrogant and 
fiercely independent, we go on searching, relying 
on ourselves for what we think we need —
unaware that our hearts will always be restless 
until they rest in you. 

And so, giving us all the more reason to give you 
praise, you meet us where we are, wounded and 
thirsting, and draw us to yourself, to the well of 
your love. 

Such a love was shown to us in the person of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, whose sacrifice for the 
sake of love we remember at this altar, we 
preserve in the welcome we continue to extend 
to all, and we extend in service to our world as 
his loving hands and feet and challenge. 

Therefore, worshiping you in Spirit and truth, 
with full voice  we join your martyrs and saints in 
heaven and on earth to sing your praise… 

Holy – (Sung)) 

Mass of the Desert 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God, 
Lord God, Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name  
of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
Music © 2011, Tom Booth. Published by OCP. All rights reserved 

 

Loving and forgiving God, from the beginning of 
time you have always blessed, challenged and 
guided humanity so that we may be holy as you 
are holy.  

Look with kindness on your people gathered 
here before you: send forth the power of your 
Spirit so that these gifts may become for us  
the body  and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Before your Son, Chosen and Belovéd, stretched 
out his arms between heaven and earth in the 
everlasting sign of your covenant, he desired to 
celebrate the Exodus of your people in the 
company of his disciples. 

While they were at supper, he took bread and 
gave you thanks, He broke the bread, gave it to 
his disciples, and said:  

All:  Take this, all of you, and eat it.  This is my 
body, which will be given up for you.   
 
At the end of the meal, knowing that he was to 
reconcile all things in himself by the blood of the 
cross, he took the cup filled with wine. Again he 
gave you thanks and praise, handed the cup to 
his disciples, and said:  
 
All: Take this, all of you, and drink from it.   
This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new  
and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you  
and for all, so that sins may be forgiven.   
Do this, in memory of me. 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

Memorial Acclamation (Sung) 
Save Us Savior - Mass of the Desert  

 

Save us, Savior of the world, 

for by your Cross and Resurrection 

you have set us free. 

 
Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Music © 2011, 

Tom Booth. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.. 

 
We do this in memory of Jesus Christ our 
Passover and our lasting peace. 
 
We celebrate his death and resurrection and look 
for the coming of that day when he will return to 
give us the fullness of joy.  Therefore we offer 
you, God ever faithful and true, the sacrifice 
which transforms the body of our humiliation  
that it may be conformed to the body of his 
glory. 

PRAYER OF UNITY IN TIME OF WAR 
Father/Mother God, look with love on those you 
have called to share in the one sacrifice of Christ.  
By the power of your Holy Spirit make them one 
body, healed of all division. 
 
Keep us all united in love in this Region 
shepherded by our Bishop Kae  and throughout 
our Communion in covenant with our Presiding 
Bishop Francis. 
 
With them we lift up Francis, the Bishop of Rome;  
Bartholomew, Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Justin, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Bernd, Archbishop of Utrecht, and all 

those  who uphold Christ’s ministry of unity and 
reconciliation at this time of war in Eastern 
Europe. 
 
We grieve the divisions in the Body of Christ, 
most especially evident in the historic tensions 
between Epiphanius I, Ukrainian Orthodox 
Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine, and Kirill, 
Russian Orthodox Patriarch of Moscow and All of 
Russia.  
 
Move the hearts of all peoples, that the deadly 
competitions between us may cease; and help us 
to work together for the coming of your reign  of 
justice and peace, until at last we stand in your 
presence  in the company of the Virgin Mary,  our 
patron, Mary of Magdala, and the apostles, your 
holy martyrs and saints, our departed brothers 
and sisters Gloria, Tom, Howard, Verna, and all 
whom we commend to your mercy… 
 
Then, freed from every shadow of death, we 
shall take our place in the new creation and give 
you thanks through Christ, our brother. 

 
ALL: Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
for all glory and honor is yours,  
Self-emptying/Life-giving God,  
forever and ever. 
Together let us sing: 

 
AMEN  (Sung) Mass of The Desert 

 

Amen, amen, amen. 
Music © 2011, Tom Booth. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

 

 

The Prayer of Jesus  
 

Let us pray with the words that our Savior gave us: 
 
ALL: Abba/Amma who are in heaven, Holy is 
your name. Your Kin-dom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the Kin-dom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and forever.  Amen 
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The Breaking of the Bread   
 

Lamb of God (Sung) 
Mass of the Desert 

 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world, grant us peace. 
 

Music © 2011, Tom Booth. Published by OCP. All rights reserved 

 

May this mingling of the body and blood of Christ  
bring eternal life to us who receive it. 

You who calls each of us beloved, with faith in 
your love and mercy, We eat your body and drink 
your blood.   
 
Let it not bring us condemnation, but health in 
mind and body. 

 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 

This table is the source and substance  
of our kinship with Christ and one another. 
In truth, all are welcomed and affirmed at the 
well of love. 
 
May the mystery of our participation in this 
sacred mystery empower us as channels of God’s 
mercy and grace. 
 
Let us affirm…  
ALL: In this we are a Eucharistic People, the 
Body of Christ incarnate, the Blood of Christ 
poured out for the life of the world. 

 
Behold Jesus, the Lamb of God  
who takes away the sins of the world.   
Happy are we who are called to this communion. 
 
ALL: Jesus, I am ready to receive you, and by 
your invitation I am here. 
 
May the body and blood of Christ bring us to 
everlasting life. 

 
Communion Song 

You Stand Knocking 
 
1. You spoke my name, 
and took my hand, 
and called me friend. 
Such faithful love, 
so undeserved, 
a heart transformed. 
Though I wandered 
and have strayed, 
still your mercy reigns. 
 

Refrain 
You were broken for me, 
arms wide open on a tree. 
You stand knocking at the door, 
off’ring all I’m hoping for. 
 
2. To those in dark 
the Lord cries out, 
“Come and be saved.” 
Along the way 
we shall find rest, 
the Lord is good. 
For God comforts well his own, 
we are his alone. 

 

© 2007, Tom Booth. Published by Spirit & Song, a division of OCP. All rights reserved. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray… 
 
God of holy encounters, in this sacred meal  
we have experienced authentic love. 
May these mysteries resurrect our awareness of  
the essential goodness of ourselves and of 
others that we oft-times forget.    

 
 
We thank and praise you through Christ,  
our brother.  
ALL:  Amen. 

 
 

 
Concluding Rite 
 

God is with you.  ALL:  And also with you. 
Bow your heeds and pray for God’s blessing. 

Through the affirming love of God’s Anointed One 
may well-springs of grace supply you as you grow 
 in right relationship with God and with all.   
ALL:  Amen. 

 
 
And may God bless you and keep you,  
 whole and holy, and bring you  
to everlasting life.   
ALL:  Amen.

 
Dismissal: 

The mass is ended, let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord and one another.  ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
Closing Song 

40 Days 
 

1. Forty days to wander, 
forty days to die to self. 
Forty days to grow stronger 
as faith breaks open the gates of hell. 
The jubilee is over, but grace is far from gone 
in the hearts of the faithful, 
broken on the wheels of love. 
 
Refrain 
’Cause in the desert of temptation 
lies the storm of true conversion, 
where springs of living water 
drown and refresh you. 
And as the Jordan pours out change, 
your true self is all that remains, 
where springs of living water 
bind and break you, 
bind and break you. 
 

2. Forty days to remember 
the Paschal Sacrifice. 
Forty days to discover 
his passion calls us to new life. 
The jubilee is over, 
but mercy’s far from gone 
in the arms of the father 
as the wayward child comes home. 
 
 
© 2003, Matt Maher. Published by Spirit & Song, a division of OCP.  
All rights reserved.

 


