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Francis, Presiding Bishop 

The 2020 Synod Returns from Recess 

On July 18
th

 at 3:30 PM (CDT), registrants for the 2020 

Synod will be gaveled back into session to entertain 

proposed changes to the Constitution which was 

passed last October. The Leadership Council, which 

organizes our synods, is meeting on July 6
th

. Shortly 

after that all 2020 Synod registrants will receive word 

about the agenda and how to log on. 

 

Bishop Elect Kae Madden’s Consecration 

The ECC Rocky Mountain Region will gather on 

Sunday, September 19
th

 to celebrate the consecration 

of that region’s first bishop. Members of the Council 

of Bishops will lay hands on our sister (our third 

woman bishop) and, with the entire assembly, to 

invoke the action of the Holy Spirit that Kae may have 

all the divine gifts necessary to shepherd the church 
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that has called her. This will be a great joy for the 

church in the Rocky Mountain Region and indeed for 

the whole Communion! 

Following this event, the bishops of the Communion 

will retire to make their biennial retreat together in 

Colorado. 

 

Bishop Elect Tomasz Puchalski’s Consecration 

Due to the restrictions of Covid, the consecration for 

Bishop Elect Tomasz has been postponed until 

Saturday, June 18
th

, 2022, in Poznan, Poland. It is 

worth noting that in the early church understanding of 

things, which we follow, the bishop elect assumes all 

of the non-sacramental responsibilities of their office 

as soon as they are elected. In our church the pope is 

not seen as delegating authority to the new bishop; 

the local church does that at the time of election. So 

Kae and Tomasz are already walking in their new roles 

while they await the sacramental celebration of their 

local churches.  

 

Anti-Racism Retreat in November 

Deacon Joan Crawford, the head of our Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission, is going to lead interested 

persons in an Anti-Racism virtual retreat this coming 

November (dates TBD). I am passionate about the 

work that Joan and the Commission are doing. I 

strongly reject the voices that say we should not be 

looking at systemic racism. The Catholic tradition 

worked this out in the late 1800’s and early 

1900’s. Social wrongs are not just on the personal 

level. There are social systems that have oppressed a 

variety of people from time immemorial. Thank God 

that the Church finally saw this; it caused a great 

awakening for justice and the rights of workers in 

particular. This same kind of analysis can help us see 

where injustice lies, particularly against women and 

minorities. This is not just politics. This is the 

Deliverance from Egypt in our time. The bush is 

burning, we are being spoken too, even if many turn a 

deaf ear. Fighting for the oppressed is at the heart of 

the Judeo-Christian story. The work of justice is indeed 

the work of God’s people. I encourage all who have 

ears and eyes for this to consider opportunities like 

the one Joan will be offering. Thanks for listening. 

 

Town Hall with the Presiding Bishop 

committee/commission 

is not listed here.  

  

 

Regional 

Reports 

If you wish to send 

us links to your 

regional 

newsletters, 

reports, etc., we will 

put them here. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 



On Wednesday evening, August 4
th

, I will continue the 

little tradition we started during Covid of having a 

Zoom meeting for any ECC member who might like to 

come and talk together about the Communion. I am 

open to whatever discussions you might like to 

engage in. I will be sending a special invitation to this 

mailing list later in July. You may wish to mark your 

calendars now. 

 

Change in Administrator of the Office of Presiding 

Bishop 

Erin Outson who has served me and us faithfully since 

July, 2019, is moving back to Nebraska to be closer to 

her family and to begin a new career as a full 

spectrum doula. Many of you have gotten to know 

Erin and her work; she will be sorely missed by me 

and many of you. I am so grateful for her support, 

especially during the vicissitudes of Covid.  

We will be splitting the position in two (as it was 

before I became PB). Mary Vonderheide, a leader at 

Sts. Clare & Francis ECC here in St. Louis and a CPA, 

has agreed to take over the part of the Administrator 

job that relates to finance. Carolyn Sue Cecil, a long 

time executive secretary, has agreed to take over the 

part of the job that relates to keeping the rest of the 

OPB organized and running smoothly. I am grateful to 

both women for agreeing to bring their rich spectrum 

of talent and to work with me through the fall of 

2022.  

 

Office of Presiding Bishop to be Closed July 1-18 

There will be no one managing phones or email 

during this period. For emergencies, please text me, 

Francis, at 314-740-1160. Carolyn Sue Cecil will be able 

to assist you starting Monday, July 19
th

. I, Francis, will 

still attend the Leadership Council, the OPB meeting, 

the Council of Bishops, and the Synod Close during 

that time.  

 

April 6
th

 My Brother Joe Passed from this Life into 

Glory  

Two days after Easter my much loved and loving 

brother Joe succumbed to pancreatic cancer after 

more than three and a half years of battling it. I want 

to express my deep gratitude for all the expressions 

of support that so many of you extended to me during 

this difficult time for me and my family. The signs of 



Easter continue to peek through the shroud of death 

that has befallen us. For those signs and lessons, I am 

grateful. God is faithful to us in the valley of death, I 

can attest.   

 

Your brother, 

+Francis 

  

 

Rev. Rosa & Fr. Teri, HOP President and 

Vice-President 

Dear friends, 
  
Since the March 2021 OPB Report:  
  
A big shout out to members of the House of Pastors who have 
volunteered to join our working groups: 
  

·       New Models of Pastoral Ministry & Formation  

·       Continuing Education for Clergy  

·       Liturgy Resources  

·       Clergy in Good Standing  

·       HOP ByLaws & Leadership Job Descriptions  
  
These HOP working groups have started the holy work of 
defining the scope of the group, exploring their topic, and 
seeking collaboration & input within the Communion. Soon, 
they will share their developments and draft proposals to our 
House members for feedback. Additionally, 2 HOP members 
will join with 2 HOL members and Bp. Francis in the work of 
reviewing the ECC Constitution & Statutes for clergy 
education and formation requirements and guidelines for 
being in good standing. 
  
In April the HOP gathered on Zoom for a presentation titled 
LIVING INTO LOCAL CHURCH with panelists from across the 
ECC regions to explore what it means to be local 
church/diocese and in covenant with the Communion. In 
hearing how regions have or are discerning where the Holy 
Spirit is/has guided them to sharing life as local church, it was 
clear that there is not one way to go forward! We welcome 
and celebrate the diverse and creative expressions of a 
regions identity that informs how their relationships living 
into local church.  
  
We look forward to seeing many of you at the virtual close of 
Holy Synod 2020 on July 18, 2021! Thank you to our House 
members who worked on the Constitution Amendment 
Committee and Sounding Board for your dedication and 



service on behalf our Communion. Anyone interested in 
working on our closing prayer service, please send me or Teri 
a note. 
  
The HOP Tender Tending Fund is going strong. So far, we 
continue to send note cards to our HOP members wishing 
them a speedy recovery, condolences, congratulations and 
blessings, as well as, small tokens of encouragement, prayer, 
cheerfulness and support. If you know a clergy person or HOP 
delegate that we should connect with, please contact me or 
Teri. To contribute to the Fund, donate online by PayPal using 
the email address opbadministrator@ecumenical-catholic-
communion.org or mail your donation to the Office of 
Presiding Bishop Ecumenical Catholic Communion, 483 E. 
Lockwood Avenue, Ste. 3, St. Louis, MO 63119 and note in the 
memo section of your check or online donation “Tender 
Tending Fund”. Thank you in advance for your support of our 
clergy and House delegates through this fund!   
  
A special thank you to our House Steering Committee 
members for their passion, commitment, support and love … 
they are a creative bunch and truly have the best interest of 
our House and Communion at heart!  
  

Connie Hanser, Emmaus, WA  

Tammy Fuqua, St. Matthew, CA  

Gianni Passarella, Holy Angels, CA  

Ed Walsh, Guardian Angels, AZ  

Delores Kropf, St. Michael the Archangel, AZ  

Mike Weil, Holy Family, CO  

Carol Ann Blow, San Damiano, AK  

Mike Bober, Emmaus, WI  

Trish Vanni, Charis, MN  

Arturo Querijero-Ferreras, St. Matthew, CA liaison to our 
many Hispanic priests in Califormia  
And, serving on the committee for several months before 

needed to step down due to personal reasons, Jim Murphy, 

St. Clare, WA and Rick Klaich, Holy Spirit, MA.  

 
With much gratitude and love for each of you, happy and 
blessed Summer! 

 
Rev. Rosa Buffone, HOP Chair 
revrosa@holyspiritboston.org 
617-256-6308 
  
Fr. Teri Harroun, HOP Vice Chair 
teriharroun@gmail.com 
303-886-2540   
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Paula Hayford, Chair of the House of Laity 
 

To view the May HOL Newsletter click 

the button to the right. (You'll be glad 

you did.) 
 

HOL Newsletter 

  

 

  

  

Emmaus in Oshkosh is 

hard at work. 
 

The gospel story is filled with 

meals. It opens in a garden and 

ends in a feast. 

Emmaus Ecumenical Catholic 

Community in Oshkosh, WI has 

taken this message to heart. 

 

Emmaus, along with its host site parish of St. Paul United Church of Christ, is growing a garden 

together with the intent of distributing the food to local pantries as well as having a booth in front 

of the church for area locals. 

The idea was put forth by Emmaus member, Tim Grogan and caught fire with other Emmaus and 

St Paul members. This joint effort is part of the social justice focus of Emmaus and the call for 

ecumenism. 
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