Mary of Magdala, ECC April 18, 2021
Celebrating the 3rd Sunday in Easter
Participants may wish to prepare their home worship space with a lit candle, a shallow bowl of water, and the food and
drink to be remotely shared.

Announcements

Lector Matt Chavez

Social Justice Reflections

Tom Moos, co-chair Social Justice Ministry

Pause to hold this message in our hearts.

Entrance Opening Song (please join in with Bill while muted)
Two Were Bound for Emmaus
1. Two were bound for Emmaus, disheartened and
lost; all their hope for the future had been nailed to a
cross. Love unknown then walked beside them,
come back from the dead, and they knew he was risen
in the breaking of bread.
2. On the Sea of Tiberius, when the night was nearly
gone and their toil seemed so useless, not one fish
had they caught, from the shore the stranger called to
them: “Cast your net, friends, once more.”
And they filled it to bursting, but the net was not torn.
3. Then they knew it was Jesus and they hastened in
to shore; bread and fish for their breakfast from the

Greeting

hands of their Lord. “O Peter, if you love me you must
care for my sheep; if you follow your Shepherd, then a
shepherd you’ll be.”
4. When the road makes us weary, when our labor
seems but loss, when the fire of faith weakens and
too high seems the cost, let the Church turn to its
risen Lord, who for us bore the cross, and we’ll find
our hearts burning
Text: 13 13 13 13; based on Luke 24:13–35; John 21:1–19. Text and music © 2000,
Bob Hurd. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All
Rights reserved.

Father Michael Nicosia

In the name of our Father/Mother God,  and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
ALL with Anne: And also with you.
(Blessing of Holy Water and Sprinkling Rite)
Let us pray…
God of abundant love, in this Easter season

we celebrate our creation and redemption.
Hear our prayers and bless ✠ this water.
As it reminds us of our baptism, use it to enliven
our awareness and refresh our faith in the good
news we have received and have been
commissioned to spread.
Even in the midst of our failings keep us faithful
to the commandments of your Anointed One
and to the Spirit he has given us.
In Jesus’ name we pray
All: Amen

Fr. Michael

Let us bless ourselves with this water,
as we ask God to have mercy on us, forgive us our sins ✠ and bring us to everlasting life.
Co-pastor Dcn Rosean Amaral

Refreshed and renewed by the streams of living water, we are bold to sing
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Gloria to God (please join in with Bill while muted)
Refrain: Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to people of good will. (Amen.)
1. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty
Father.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the father, you
take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father.
Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Music © 1997, 2010,
Steve Angrisano and Thomas N. Tomaszek. Published by OCP. All rights reserved

Opening Prayer - Father Michael Nicosia
Father/Mother God, your Son made himself
known to the disciples in the breaking of bread.

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him
in his redeeming work,

ALL: with Anne AMEN.

And now let us listen to the inspired Word of God in our midst.

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 - Lector Matt Chavez
(After healing a person who had been lame since
birth, Peter addresses the people at the gate of
the temple.)
Peter said, “People of Israel, why do you wonder
at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by
our own power or piety we had made this person
walk? The God of Abraham and Sarah, of Isaac
and Rebekah, of Jacob, Leah and Rachel, the God
of our ancestors, glorified God’s servant of Jesus,
whom you delivered up and denied in the
presence of pilot, when he had decided to
release Jesus.
But you denied the Holy and Righteous One and
asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from

the dead. To this we are witnesses. And Jesus’
name, by faith in that name, has made this
person strong whom you see and know; and the
faith which is through Jesus has given this lame
person perfect health in the presence of you all.”
And now, sisters and brothers, I know that you
acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But
what God foretold by the mouth of all the
prophets, that the Christ of God should suffer,
God thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn
again, that your sins may be blotted out, that
times of refreshing may come from the presence
of God.” The Word of God.
ALL with Anne: Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 4:1-8

– Lector Matt Chavez

The psalm response is: Fill us with Love. Dwell with us.
ALL: Fill us with Love. Dwell with us.
Answer us when we call, O Beloved. Envelop us
in Love when we are in distress.
Be gracious to us now. Hear our prayer.
ALL: Fill us with Love. Dwell with us.
How long, O people, will you be hard of heart?
How long will you listen to false words
and seek what is less than good?
ALL: Fill us with Love. Dwell with us.
Remember, the Beloved dwells with those who
are filled with Love, and hears when our hearts
cry out. Though we may tremble do not give in
to fear.
ALL: Fill us with Love. Dwell with us.

Though you weep bitterly within your hearts, and
wail upon your beds, commune with the Heart of
your hearts. Rest and be in silence. Make peace
with your fears. Trust in Love.
ALL: Fill us with Love. Dwell with us.
There are many who say: "Grant us special
favors, O God. Bestow upon us Your grace that
we may prosper." But remember, God's Love can
bring more joy to our hearts than pockets filled
with money.
ALL: Fill us with Love. Dwell with us.

Second Reading – 1 John 2:1-5 Lector Jim Berry
My little children, I am writing these things to you
so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with our Father/Mother
God, Jesus Christ the righteous, who is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for the sins of the whole world.
Now by this we may be sure that we know God's
Anointed, if we obey his commandments.

does not obey his commandments, is a liar, and
in such a person the truth does not exist; but
whoever obeys Christ's word, truly in this person
the love of God has reached perfection. By this
we may be sure that we are in Christ.
The Word of God
All: with Anne Thanks be to God.

Whoever says, “I have come to know Christ,” but

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia (please join in with Bill while muted)
Refrain
Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord;
no one comes to the Father except through me.
Verses text © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music © 2009, Curtis Stephan. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

Gospel Reading - John 20: 24-31

Co-Pastor Dcn. Rosean Amaral

God is with you.
ALL: with Anne And also with you.
A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke
ALL: with Anne Glory to you, O God.
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While the disciples were still talking about the
reports of Jesus appearing to some of their
number, Jesus himself stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.”
They were startled and frightened, thinking they
saw a ghost. Jesus said to them, “Why are you
troubled? Why do doubts rise in your minds?
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself!
Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh
and bones, as you see I have.”
After saying this, he showed them his hands and
feet. And while they still did not believe it
because of joy and amazement, he asked them,
“Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave
him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate
it in their presence.

Homily: “Unworthy and…”

He said to them, "These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you, that
everything written about me in the law of Moses
and in the prophets and psalms must be
fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures. And he said to them,
"Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer
and rise from the dead on the third day and that
repentance, for forgiveness, would be preached
in his name to all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things."
The Gospel of God.
All: with Anne Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.

Father Michael Nicosia

Creed – Our Truth
ALL: (Led by Dcn Rosean Amaral together on mute)
We believe in God, our Mother out-pouring, our
Father uniting, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is seen and yet to be revealed.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word eternally
spoken by God, our brother and teacher, through
whom all things were made and hold together. By
the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the
Virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For the sake of the truth he suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; and on
the third day rose from the dead. He ascended into
heaven yet remains active in our midst.

He will come again in glory to unite the living and
the dead, and our communion with him will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the spirit of truth and
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son as the dynamic expression of their
relationship and channel of their love. With the
Father and the Son, She is worshiped and glorified.
We believe in the ways She unites us:
through her prophetic challenge,
through the Body of Christ, the Church,
in our shared baptism,
in our sacrifices on behalf of others,
in our hope in the resurrection,
and in the fulfillment of God’s promise in eternity.
Amen.
~ Fr. Michael J. Nicosia © 2020

Regional Prayer for Calling a Bishop - Co-Pastor Dcn Rosean Amaral
Let us join together in our Regional Prayer for Calling a Bishop
(All to Join in on mute)

5

ALL: Holy One, Enlivening Spirit,
In the wilderness of new,
root the Body of Christ fully into our “Yes,”

Prayers of the People

blooming in Your Holy Season.
Together.
Amen.

Father Michael Nicosia

Our “Yes” blooms in our caring for the church and the world. Faithful to our call, let us pray.
Lector Jim Berry

The response is: Loving God, hear our prayers
For discernment in the Spirit as we elect our
regional Bishop and in thanksgiving for the
willingness of our candidates, Mother Kae and
Father Michael to answer the call to serve, we
pray.
Response: Loving God, hear our prayers
In gratitude for our ability to return more fully to
in-person worship next week as well as
continued gathering remotely, we pray
Response: Loving God, hear our prayers

ALL: Loving God, hear our prayers

You are now invited to share your prayers so that
we may pray in community with you. You can
press the spacebar and voice your prayer, OR you
can type your prayer into the chat box.
(Lector to read each prayer on “chat”) …….we
pray.
Response: Loving God, hear our prayers
And for those on our Prayer List and all the
prayers we hold in the privacy of our hearts, we
pray.
Response: Loving God, hear our prayers

Father Michael Nicosia

Loving God, your Anointed One came to lead us by his sacrificial love for all. As we take up our call to follow
him, hear our prayers and keep us awake to the responsibilities thereof.
All this we ask and can do through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sign of Peace
Father Michael Nicosia

Celebrating the power of mercy and love, may the peace of the Risen Christ be with you always.
All with Anne: And also with you.
Co-Pastor Dcn Rosean Amaral

Let us all unmute and go to gallery view, that we might share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace.

Offertory Meditation (please join in with Bill while muted)
Give us your Peace
Refrain
Give us your peace, O God;
give us your peace, your peace.
Give us your peace, O God;
give us your peace, your peace.

1. When we’re afraid, running from truth,
gather us back to you.
Take every fear and fill our hearts.
Give us your peace, O God.
2. When we are tired, weary, and worn,
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take us into your arms,
where there is no need, there is no want.
Give us your peace, O God.

3. Lord, we belong to you alone;
show us the way back home
into your light, into your love.
Give us your peace, O God.
© 2009, Jesse Manibusan and Sarah Hart. Published by Two by Two Ministries and Spirit & Song,
a division of OCP. Administered by Spirit & Song, a division of OCP. All rights reserved.

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of our Tables - Co-Pastor Dcn Rosean Amaral
As we prepare our tables,
offering food and drink from our cupboards,
we are reminded that our offerings of time,

talent and treasure
sustain the mission of God’s Church.
Continue to give as you are called and able.

Offertory - Father Michael Nicosia
Blessed are you, God of all creation.
We set before you this humble food
which earth has given and human hands have
made.

Prayers over the Gifts

In the sharing may we preserve the foundations
of our calling as disciples of your Anointed One.
ALL: with Anne Blessed be God forever.

- Father Michael Nicosia

Creator of all, you wash away our sins in water,
you give us new birth by the Spirit,
and redeem us in the blood of Christ.
As we celebrate the resurrection,

God is with you always.
Let us lift up our hearts.
Let us give thanks to our Loving God.

renew your gift of life within us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, our brother
Raised. Amen.

All with Anne: And with your Spirit
All with Anne: We lift them up to God.
All with Anne:: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface, Easter’s Promises Fulfilled
Most High and glorious God, we do well always
and everywhere to give you thanks through
Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. His light shines
through the distractions of our days, and a
whole world of sins cannot obscure His leading.
Indeed, your love is truly perfected in all those
who are faithful to the good news he
proclaimed and lived.

all the prophets, that your Anointed would
suffer.

You have brought to fulfillment what You had
announced beforehand through the mouth of

In gratitude and joy we join with the heavenly
chorus to sing our unending hymn of praise.

By his death he destroyed death, and by his
resurrection he created life anew. If we but turn to
you with repentant hearts, our sins are blotted out
and, refreshed, we are welcomed into Easter’s
promise.
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HOLY please join in on mute with Bill
Holy, Holy, Holy
Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music © 2009, Curtis Stephan. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.d.

We commit ourselves to the community of faith
in which this song resonates, calling upon You,
most merciful God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon us and upon the offerings we have set
before You in our homes.
Bless  these gifts that they may become the
ultimate sign and symbol of Christ’s servant
leadership. Founded upon what we have come
to see, may we know that You are truly present
through our sharing and that we are truly united
in You.
Though now gathered in separate locations
we remember what your Son did at table and in
life, foreshadowing the self-gift that was his
death. Jesus took bread, gave You thanks and
praise, broke the bread, and gave it to the
disciples saying:
ALL: (together on mute) Take this, all of you, and eat
it. This is my body, which will be given up for
you.
When the supper was ended, he took the cup of
wine. Again he gave You thanks and praise,
gave the cup to the disciples, and said:
ALL: (together on mute) Take this, all of you, and
drink from it. This is the cup of my blood, the
blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It

will be shed for you and for all, so that sins may
be forgiven. Do this, in memory of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
ALL: (together on mute) Christ, by your cross and
resurrection you have set us free. You are the
Savior of the world.
Loving God, we celebrate the memory of Christ,
your Son, all that he did and continues to do
to liberate your people and bring us true
freedom.
While we ask you to remember all our sisters and
brothers of many faiths and spiritual paths,
who each bring their own insights and blessings
to our world, remember, too, your Church,
united across the miles. Make us grow in love,
together with all who have heard and follow the
calling handed down to us from the Apostles.
Continue to empower us as laypersons, deacons
and priests for the special ministry given to the
Body of Christ, praying especially for its local
incarnation, in union with our bishops, Francis
and Denise. We lift up, too, your servants who
have accepted nominations to be our bishop’s
successor in ministry; may your grace fill them
and us with right discernment.
Remember, Lord, all those who have died…
Welcome them into your glorious presence
with Mary, your Mother, our patron Mary of
Magdala, and all your prophets, apostles, martyrs,
and saints as they enjoy the fullness of the
communion that is our destiny.
ALL: (together on mute) Through Christ, with Christ
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
glory and honor is yours, Almighty
Father/Mother, forever and ever. Amen
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The Prayer of Jesus - Co-Pastor Dcn Rosean Amaral
Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us.
ALL: (together on mute)
Abba/Amma in heaven, holy be your name. Your
kin-dom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against

The Shared Table -

Father Michael Nicosia

ALL: (together on mute)
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, grant us peace.
Behold the Lamb of God ,who takes away the sin
of the world. Happy are we who are called to this
supper.

Sacred Music

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

ALL: (together on mute) Lord, you have made me
worthy to receive You and by Your word I am
healed!
As we partake of the sustenance laid before us,
let us affirm together:
ALL: (together on mute) In this we are a Eucharistic
People, the Body of Christ incarnate, the Blood
of Christ poured out for the life of the world.

- Rosanna Bateman

Prayer after the Meal

Faither Michael Nicosia

Let us pray...
Author of life divine, in the breaking of bread we
know the risen Lord. Feed us always in these
mysteries, that we may show your glory to all the
world.

To this same Christ Jesus, in union with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory now and
always.
All with Anne: Amen

Concluding Rite – Father Michael Nicosia
The Lord be with you.
All with Anne: And also with you.

May almighty God bless you: the Source of AllBeing, the Eternal Word  and the Holy Spirit.
All: with Anne Amen.

Dismissal

Co-Pastor Dcn Rosean Amaral

Our celebration is ended, let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord and one another.
All with Anne: Thanks be to God.
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Closing Song - (please join in with Bill while muted)
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