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Mary of Magdala, ECC December 28, 2025
The Kin-dom of God — All Together Everywhere

Flight into Egypt. Leave or Be Killed. Better known as the Feast of the
Holy Family

Presider: Rev. Jane Reina

Welcome and Announcements Lector Deb Klein

Social Justice Reflection — (Contained in video and homily)

Entrance Song: Angels We Have Heard On High (V1; R; V2; R; V4; R)

GREETING - (ad lib)
Let us continue in one voice:

In the name of our Creator God, Jesus the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, Sophia.  All:

Amen

The Light of the World is within you.  All: And also within you.

PENITENTIAL RITE

Rev. Jane: O Divine Light, help us to accept our responsibilities as co-creators with

You and see our self-imposed limitations, mistakes and setbacks.

Let us humbly accept God’s unconditional love as we pray:
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All: Together, we turn back to you, O Christ, knowing you welcome us even in

the midst of our turning, just by our yearning to return. Bless us with both
knowledge and experience of you as we turn with deep longing and open hearts
for the oneness you offer. We come in fragility and vulnerability to love you, who

first loved us, becoming one of us.

Christ, we ask for the grace to BE your Light in our world of cruelty and grief and
also beauty and mystery.

All: Lead us deeply into ourselves and into our world as Light Bearers, O Christ.

Jesus, when we are seduced by the illusion of tribal safety, the illusion of monetary
protection and the lull of spiritual apathy, help us re-awaken and re-center ourselves
in you, our true safety.

All: Remind us, O Jesus, that we are your Light Bearers.

Christ, help us in community to relinquish our self-righteousness and live more
spaciously within and from your heart’s Light.
All: Remind us, O Christ, that we are no longer a tribe but Bearers of your

Light.

Rev. Jane: O Holy Fire of Universal Compassion and Light, we are a community
seeking an ever-more intimate relationship with you and all creation. Help us to live
more fully the love that is alive within our community. For your Light, we give you

thanks. All: Amen.
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Rev. Jane: Let us raise our voices in praise to our God.

Glory To God  (Ring Bells) (Mass of A Joyful Heart)

Opening Prayer
God, the Blessed Holy Three, is within you. All: And also within you.

Let us pray,
All: O Holy Light, you are the One Who IS, always the I AM, the Creator

pouring Itself into ALL Creation. Our relationship flourishes as an eternally

entangled evolving relationship with you.

Rev. Jane: We thank you for calling us into this world at this time in history to be
your Light-Bearer and to do your work. When we listen to your Word, we

mysteriously sparkle more brightly.  All: Amen.

Please be seated as we hear the Inspired Word of God.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading: ABOUT GENI16, SARAH AND HAGAR, by Brian Ford from
DIGNITY, AGENCY, POWER: Stories, prayers, reflections from 40 years of
Church Action on Poverty

Lector Deb Klein

A Reading ABOUT GEN16, SARAH AND HAGAR, by Brian Ford from DIGNITY,
AGENCY, POWER: Stories, prayers, reflections from 40 years of Church Action on
Poverty
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HAGAR

To Sarah,

her owner,

she was “my slave”.

“That slave woman”.

A tool;

a baby bearing machine.

If Sarah ever knew the slave’s name,
she wouldn’t bother to use it.
A tool doesn’t need a name,
1t shouldn’t have an attitude,
or get above itself.

If it 1s unsatisfactory,

1t can be, should be
discarded.

“Get rid of her,” said Sarah.
So, she had to go.

But 1n the desert,

the desolate place,

God spoke to Hagar,

spoke her name.

No longer a slave,

or a tool,

but a human being,

made in God’s image.
[God] gave her a hope, a future
and a place in history. Words inspired by God.

All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 128 Lector Deb Klein

Let us respond to the Psalm: God is love, and they who abide in
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love, abide in God, and God in them.*
All: God is love, and they who abide in
love, abide in God, and God in them.*

Joyful are you who love, for God is Love!

Blessed are you who follow where Love's journey leads!

Y ou radiate joy.

Deep peace is yours wherever you go.

Compassion draws you to the steps of those in need.
Response: God is love, and they who abide in love, abide in God,
and God in them.

Families and friends gather upon your doorstep.

Children hold hands and dance around your table.

Yes, blessed are you who love, for God is Love!

All: God is love, and they who abide in love, abide in God,
and God in them.

Strangers feel at home in your presence.

All oppressed are comforted by your support.

Joy belongs to you who love, for God is love!

Peace be within you.

All: God is love, and they who abide in love, abide in God,
and God in them.

2ND READING Galatians 4: 4-7 Lector Pedro Engel
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A reading from the Letter to the Galatians

When the fullness of time had come, God sent from God’s own being, a child, born
of a woman, born under the Law, in order to embrace those born outside the law, so
that all might be adopted by God.

Since we are all God’s offspring, God’s own, God sent the spirit of Jesus into our
hearts, the spirit who cries out to God, as to an intimate and loving parent, “Amma,
Abba, Mother, Father!”

Understand that you are no longer a slave, but God’s own, If you belong to God, then
you are also an heir.
Listen to the Spirit speaking to God’s people. All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acc. Alleluia (MOJH)

Gospel Matthew 2:13-23 Pastor Jane Reina
Our Loving God 1s within you.  All: And also within you.
A Proclamation of the Gospel attributed to Matthew

All: Glory to you, O God.

After the Magi had visited the newborn child, an angel of God appeared to Joseph in
a dream and said, “Rise up! Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay
there until I tell you. Herod is searching for the child to kill him!”

Joseph rose up. Joseph, Mary, and the child departed for Egypt by night. They stayed
there until the death of Herod. Thus was fulfilled what God had said through the

prophet: “Out of Egypt, I called my Beloved.”
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When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious. He

gave orders to kill all the male children in Bethlehem, and its vicinity, who were two
years old and under. That age range accorded with the time of the Messiah’s birth that
Herod had learned from the Magi. Thus was fulfilled what was said through the
prophet Jeremiah: “A voice is heard in Ramah,

Weeping and great mourning.

Rachel is weeping for her children,

refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.”

After Herod died, an angel of God appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said,
“Rise Up! Take the child and his mother to the land of Israel. Those who were trying
to take the child’s life are dead.”

Joseph rose up, and the whole family went to the land of Israel. When Joseph head
that Archelaus was ruling in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. Having been warned in a dream, Joseph, with Mary and Jesus, withdrew to the
district of Galilee. They settled in a town called Nazareth. Thus was fulfilled what
was said through the prophets: “He will be call a Nazarene.”

The Good news of Jesus, our Christ. All: Praise to you, Jesus our Christ.

Homily Rev. Jane

Prayers of the People
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As part of the natural world, we lift our needs and the needs of the spiritual

communities in our world.
Lector Pedro Engel

Our response is: Emmanuel, help us be your Light Bearers in our world.
All: Emmanuel, help us be your Light Bearers in our world.

For all who are facing exile in our country and around the world, those immigrants
and asylum-seekers who are rejected and must face long journeys back to hostile
lands and possible harm, we pray...

All: Emmanuel, help us be your Light Bearers in our world.

For our family of 301 Faith Partners, that we will love and support one another in the
coming year and that we will grow closer in our service to our neighbors in need, we

pray...
All: Emmanuel, help us be your Light Bearers in our world.

For our own families, that our family members will be encouraged and supported
through our love for them, and that those who are separated or estranged from us will
receive encouragement and strength through our love and prayers for them, we

pray...
All: Emmanuel, help us be your Light Bearers in our world.
Our prayers from the sanctuary are ..., we pray... All: Emmanuel, help us ...

Our prayers from zoom are . . ., we pray... All: Emmanuel, help us be your...

For all people on our Prayer List and held closely in our hearts, we pray...
All: Emmanuel, help us be your Light Bearers in our world.

Rev. Jane: You hear our prayers, O God of Universal Compassion and Love more

deeply than we can speak them. You hear the prayers we cannot formulate. For
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your compassion, let our lights flame brightly.

Sign of Peace Jesus, you said to your disciples: “I leave you peace, my peace I
give you.” May the Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Rev. Jane: Please turn toward the camera and offer a sign of Peace to our family on
Zoom, then share a sign of Peace here in the sanctuary.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

As we prepare our tables, offering food and drink here and in our homes, we are
reminded that our personal offerings of time, talent, and treasure sustain the mission
of God’s church. Please continue to give as you are called and able. You may be

seated if you wish. Let us sing together:

Offertory What Child Is This (V1, R; V2, R)

Preparation of the Gifts (during Offertory song)

Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread and
wine to offer, which our sacred earth has given, and our open human hands have
made. It will become for us our life. All: Blessed be God forever. By the mystery
of this water and wine, we come to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled
himself in humanity. All: Blessed be God forever. Oh God, wash away my fear and
ambivalence...(washing of hands) Rev Jane: Pray, my beloved siblings, that our

sacrifice may be acceptable to God.



9

.

All: May God accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of

God’s name, for our good, and the good of all God’s creation.

Rev. Jane: Jesus, you invite us to share this meal with you. As you invite us, you
accept our childish love, our deep love, our adolescent love, our failings and
longings. By the grace at this table and the Eucharistic grace in the world, we are here
absorbing the Light of the Good News and BE-ing that Light in our world.

Grant us, O Christ, what these gifts of bread and wine signify: that shedding our

illusions, we open ourselves fully to You. All: Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer

Christ is within you. All: And also within you.
Let us open our hearts to God. All: We open our hearts to God.
Let us give thanks to God. All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We offer you thanks and praise everywhere and always, Blessed One, God of
Universal Compassion and Love. To you we offer thanks and praise as our ancestors
have done throughout time. You, O God, are our primal desire, continually calling us
to yourself across time and space. You call us through our Baptism to be a priestly
people, a people living the intrinsic humility of Jesus through his ministry, death and
resurrection. You, O God, are our fulfillment.

Therefore, we gladly join our voices praising you with the entire cosmos, the whole

of creation: Holy, Holy (MOJH)
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Divine Mystery, we naturally sing your praises. With loving tenderness, you have

gathered us and filled us with longing for justice that will never fail and a peace that
will last. Through countless generations your people hungered for the bread of
freedom. From them, you raised up Jesus, the living Bread, in whom our ancient

hungers are satisfied.

Flowing from this Exquisite Love visible and invisible throughout the entire cosmos,
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of our planetary home. | invite you to stretch
out your hands over these gifts with me.

O Holiness Itself, make these gifts of bread and wine ++holy, that they may become
the Body and Blood of Jesus our Christ.

On the night before he was betrayed and among friends, in the shadows of
oppression, Jesus took bread, gave you thanks and praise, broke the bread, and gave it
to his disciples saying:

All: Take this, all of you, and eat it. This is my body, which will be given up for you.

When the supper was ended, he took the cup of wine. Again he gave you thanks and
praise, gave the cup to his disciples, and said:

All: Take this, all of you, and drink from it. This is the cup of my blood,

the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all. Do

this, in memory of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:

Memorial Acc. (MOJH) When we eat...

10
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O Mystery, you who call us forward through Jesus our Christ, have entrusted us with

this Passover meal, your covenant of Love, for us to share. Together then with your
servants of the Ecumenical Catholic Communion, and people of every faith and no
faith, we remember that your love is our salvation not our possession. May the Holy
Spirit convert us from the pattern of this passing world, and conform us to the pattern
of Christ. ~ We remember, all those who have died ... and welcome them into your
all-embracing love. Setting our wisdom, our wills, our words aside, emptying our
hearts and bringing nothing in our hands, we yearn to unite with the Love Christ

offers us and our world as together now we say:

All: Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, Self-emptying/Life-giving God, forever and ever.

AMEN (MOJH)

The Prayer of Jesus

Praying with our zoom family, let us turn to the camera and pray the prayer of Jesus:
All: Abba/Amma, God, in heaven, holy is your name.

Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

The Shared Table — Meditation song while bread is broken
11
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This is the living God. This is the One who transforms us and our world. Blessed are

we who are called to this table of Fire and Light

ALL: Jesus, I am ready to receive you, and by your invitation I am here.

Rev. Jane: As we share in this unending sign of love, let us proclaim together: All:
In this we are a Eucharistic people, the Body and Blood of Christ incarnate,
given for the life of the world. Pause while the Eucharistic ministers place the wine

cups on the table.

Rev. Jane: All of us are invited to stand up and step up to the table. Step into the

Light that bears you that you may bear it. Come!

Communion Let It Be Done (V1, V2, R; V3, R)

Prayer after Communion Let us pray... Christ of all life, we thank you for

your gifts of the Bread of Peace and the Cup of Blessing. We look forward to the day
when justice, peace and beauty become the brightest light in the world. We look
forward to the day when we humans accept with humility our rightful place in the
cosmos and the common good is loved for what it is: a good that is common to all

creation. All: Amen

Concluding Rite and Dismissal

The peace of our God is within you. All: And also within you.
Let us open our hearts and receive God's blessing.

12



13

0
(Ao Vo

Final Blessing May the Spirit within us bless us as we bless those who

immigrated here and are now being expelled from here, who like Mary and Joseph
take their unborn, newly born, toddlers and children with them to yet another place

where they are strangers in a foreign land. All: May we all be so blessed.

May the Spirit within us bless us as with the fire of God we strengthen our resolve to
help where we can with what we have. All: May we all be so blessed.

May the Spirit within us shake us to our bones. All: May we all be ...

In the name of Abba/Amma God, Jesus our Christ and the Holy Spirit, Sophia.

All: Amen.

Dismissal. Let us go together as Mary of Magdala into the world with renewed

energy for those who are unloved. All: Thanks be to God.

Closing Song  Joy to the World (Ring Bells) (V1,V2,V3)
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