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August 23, 2022 

 

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL 

The Honorable John M. Payne, Jr. (Ret.), City Solicitor  
Law Department, City of Springfield  
36 Court Street  
Springfield, MA  01103 
 
Re:  Update for DCAMM Site Assessment/Feasibility Study for Hampden County 

Courthouse Relocation  
 
Dear Judge Payne,  
 
In accordance with Paragraph 5 of the Settlement Agreement executed on or about May 6, 2022 
in the case captioned Coakley-Rivera, et al. v. Carey, et al., Case No. SJ-2021-0355, the Division 
of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance (“DCAMM”) provides the following monthly 
progress update on the site assessment and feasibility study regarding the potential for 
construction of a new courthouse complex.  
 
The current phase of the project does not include consideration of granular issues such as the size 
or number of courtrooms, clerk’s offices, or administrative offices—such planning will take 
place further along in the process in a formal building study phase after a site has been procured. 
At that time, DCAMM and its consultant will begin meeting with individuals within the Trial 
Court (including leadership local to the current Hampden County Courthouse) to discuss space 
needs and facility requirements.  DCAMM expects these meetings to begin in the latter half of 
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September.  The goal of these meetings will be to collect information and feedback from Trial 
Court personnel necessary to identify and refine anticipated square footage needs for 
departments to be housed in any new courthouse complex.  These meetings will aid in the site 
selection process by providing some of the information necessary to develop a conceptual size 
and footprint of any new building to test-fit build-out capacity of potential sites.    
      
Since its last update on July 26, 2022, DCAMM and its consultants have completed several tasks 
associated with the site assessment and feasibility study.  Working with its consultant and the 
Trial Court Facilities Management &Capital Planning Department (“Trial Court”), DCAMM has 
finalized the site selection criteria matrix for selection of potential sites for a new courthouse 
complex.  This matrix includes a set of criteria (such as access to public transit, current 
ownership, availability of utilities and other site development needs, in addition to general 
locational attributes) that will be used in the evaluation of potential sites once the site selection 
process discussed below is complete.  A copy of the matrix, which will be filled in as sites are 
identified, is included here.   
 
With respect to the selection of potential sites, DCAMM intends to procure the services of a site 
selection consultant to assist in the identification of potential sites for a new courthouse complex.  
DCAMM intends to procure those services within the next several weeks and expects the 
identification of potential sites to be underway this fall.   
 
We are pleased to report that the timeline of the site assessment and feasibility study remains on 
track for completion within the timeframe set forth in Paragraph 5 of the Settlement Agreement.  
We look forward to providing you with an update on additional progress next month, including 
an update on schedules for meeting with Trial Court personnel and progress on the procuring of a 
site selection consultant.  
 
As set forth in the Settlement Agreement, we hope this update provides useful information on the 
progress of the site assessment and feasibility study regarding the potential for construction of a 
new courthouse complex.  To the extent you have any questions regarding the process or would 
like additional information regarding any aspect of the project, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Very truly yours,  
 
/s/ Dennis N. D’Angelo 
 
Dennis N. D’Angelo 
Deputy General Counsel  
 
Enclosure  
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cc:   Daniel P. Sullivan, Esq., General Counsel, Executive Office of the Trial Court of 

Massachusetts 
 
 Jennifer Flynn, Esq., Managing Attorney, Executive Office of the Trial Court of 

Massachusetts 
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