
 
February has flown by and we’re looking ahead now to Grassroots, the 
AIA National leadership conference being held next week in Washington 
DC. If you’ve never been, it is a great event that brings leaders from all 
levels of the AIA together in one place for leadership training, sharing 
ideas, and petitioning our lawmakers on the Hill. It was the first major 
AIA event I attended as I increased my participation in my local chapter. 
I had never attended the national design conference, and was blown 
away by the passion, dedication, and sheer size of the group. Hundreds 
of architects in one place, all working toward a better profession and 
membership organization? This is something I can get behind! 
 
And so I’m going to propose a flip of the normal question people ask, 
and put to you: what have you done for AIA lately? We are so 
accustomed to think of the reverse; after all, we pay our membership 
dues to the AIA every year, and it isn’t a small amount of money. 
Answering the question of ‘what the AIA has done for me?”  has become 
a standard document that the AIA provides to show its worth year after 
year. We all agree that the organization should show us some benefit 
which will vary by person as to what they find valuable; it could be 
fellowship, continuing education, or advocating for architects at the 
legislature, or something else entirely. 
 
But at its heart, the AIA is just an organization of people with a common 
profession, architecture. Its strength is directly correlated with what we 
contribute to the group. Personally, I have found that my membership in 
AIA gets stronger with every connection I make, whether leading the 
state organization or volunteering in the local mentorship program.  
 
What have you done for the AIA lately? Have you attended a continuing 
education session? Talked with a student that you’re mentoring? 
Volunteered for a local, state, or national committee? If you want to get 
involved, contact your local chapter, where we are always looking for 
volunteers. The time for volunteering can be as short or as long as you 
wish, and often has flexibility to do a single event if that’s all you feel you 
can attend. You’ll meet people aligned with your goals, learn something 
new, and/or help people new to the profession.  
 
The AIA is a group of people who have decided to connect over 
architecture. And so I challenge you to do one thing this month: Reach 
Out and Contribute. One day, one action, can make a huge difference. 
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