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Not knowing it was his last week on earth, Richard Fry, FAIA, spent it doing many of his favorite things...he 
attended the reunion of former Michigan basketball players and watched his beloved team beat Indiana, he 
talked to distant kids and grandchildren on FaceTime, he had a lunch at Knight’s, he made sure his wife of 53 
years got new tires on her car- and then he died peacefully at home of cardiovascular disease on Sunday, 
February 23 while taking a nap. 
Born in Gary, Indiana in 1937, to Jennie and Wesley Fry, he grew up with his siblings in a poor but loving 
family. The Fry kids loved getting together as adults to share stories of their early escapades. 
Moving to Ann Arbor he enrolled at the University of Michigan and was delighted to play on the freshman 
basketball team as a walk-on. His years at the School of Architecture were interrupted as he stopped to earn 
money to continue his education by selling pots and pans door-to-door. Graduating in 1965 he worked for 
various architectural firms before starting his own firm, Fry Architecture, in Ann Arbor. 
In addition to his work as an architect he delighted in spending time with his fellow architects and was an 
active member of the American Institute of Architects, serving as President of the Michigan Chapter and a 
delegate to the National AIA, where he served as Vice President. He was awarded the AIA Gold Medal in 
Michigan in 1998 attained the level of Fellow in 1994. He took particular pleasure in mentoring younger 
architects and joy in getting to know his clients; many of whom became special friends. He was especially 
proud of receiving design awards from the Michigan AIA. 
While his work was always important to him, his life was rich with family, friends and the good times they all 
shared. Always welcoming to both longtime friends and new acquaintances, Richard was ready for any 
activity, be it tennis, platform tennis, skiing, Thanksgiving football games in the front yard on Hill Street, his 
Peasants lunch group, travel, cars, and telling (and re-telling) a few hundred favorite jokes. He touched many 
people with his good humor, robust laugh, love of a great meal and the occasional martini. The exuberance 
and tremendous spirit he brought to everything he did will be missed by all who had the good fortune to 
know him and experience his unique and very generous soul. 
Richard was a husband to Judy Johnson Fry, and a father and grandfather. Nothing delighted him more than 
time spent with family. He is survived by Judy and their sons, Barnaby (Erin) of Dallas and Max (Susan) of 
Minneapolis and their children, Johnson, Michael, Hannah and Bennett. Richard became a beloved member 
of the Johnson clan and spent 53 wonderful years vacationing in Vail and at Gull Lake, Minnesota with Judy’s 
siblings and their families. He is also survived by his first wife, Sharon St. Mary and their children, Rick and 
Mike of Ann Arbor and Ann (Mike Lenehan) of Brighton as well as grandchildren, Sara, Christina, Zachary, 
Jessica and Johanna. Also surviving are his brothers, Wesley and Bruce, and sisters Sally Senics and Janet Will, 
all of Indiana. 
For those who care to contribute, a fund has been set up at the University of Michigan Taubman College of 
Architecture and Planning to provide scholarship money for a first generation architecture student in need of 
funding to complete an education. Contributions may be sent to TCAUP, c/o Julia Broadway, 2000 Bonisteel 
Boulevard, Suite 2150, Ann Arbor, MI 48109. 
A celebration of Richard’s life will be held in the spring. 
 


