
Kathryn Bishop Eckert (Omoto) was an 
accomplished architectural historian and 
historic preservationist who studied 
buildings and cultural landscapes 
throughout Michigan and assisted its 
communities with preservation 
activities.  Born and raised in Detroit but 
now living in Leland, she was Michigan’s 
State Historic Preservation Officer between 
1975 and 1997 and a former advisor to the 

Midwest Office of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  Kathryn was a 
founding member of Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear, the Keweenaw National 
Historical Park Commission, Friends of the Michigan State Capitol, and the 
Saarinen (Michigan) Chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians; she was a 
long-time board member of Fishtown Preservation Inc. and the Society of 
Architectural Historians.  Kathryn nurtured the MHPN in its earliest years, the 
organization having been founded by members of her staff and others from 
around the state in 1981; after her retirement as SHPO, she served on the MHPN 
Board from 1998-2004.      
  
Buildings of Michigan, first and revised editions, Oxford University and University 
of Virginia Presses; The Sandstone Architecture of the Lake Superior Region, 
Wayne State University Press; and The Campus Guide:  Cranbrook, Princeton 
Architectural Press, are among her writings on state and regional architecture.  In 
1994, she received Honorary Affiliate Member awards for distinguished service to 
the profession of architecture from the Michigan and Detroit Chapters of the 
American Institute of Architects, as well as the President’s Award for 
contributions to Michigan’s architectural heritage from the Michigan Historic 
Preservation Network.  She was a 2012 Fellow of the Society of Architectural 
Historians. 
 


