
  

It has been an honor and with great satisfaction to have been your AIA 
MI Component President this year.  I have enjoyed all of the 
opportunities and the fellowship this position has provided me.  There 
are many people to thank for supporting me and making this a 
productive and positive year.  To the board I am grateful for all of you 
who work hard to serve every AIA Michigan member and the thoughtful 
insight given to me throughout the year.   

Special thanks to the AIA staff, Cathy, Evelyn and Lizzy, for making this 
position straightforward and this a great organization.  Without your 
daily support no one would be able to hold us together the way that you 
do.  Most of our roughly 1,700 members don't have an occasion to 
interact with the staff on a daily basis.  For those of us who do, I can tell 
you that they are deeply committed to the organization and work very 
hard each and every day to advance the cause and serve our members 
while the rest of us are busy at our day jobs. 

I certainly can’t forget our outgoing president Will Wittig.  Thank you, 
Will, for providing the Michigan Board with many years of support and 
dedicated service.  You certainly will be missed. 

Also, let’s all take the time to welcome in the new 2019 AIA MI President 
Kristen Nyht.  Please provide her with the support that you have given 
me this past year.   

This was printed in our church bulletin years ago.  I look back at it from 
time to time.  These are the values that were instilled in me by my father.  
If you’re going to do it, do it right the first time and be fair, be 
reasonable.  I have used these morals in my everyday life and have tried 
to instill this in my family and everyone I have worked with. 

What Are You Building? 

An elderly carpenter was ready to retire.  He told his employer of his 
plans to leave the house-building business and live a more leisurely life 
with this wife and his extended family.  He would miss the paycheck, but 
he needed to retire. 

The contractor was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if he could 
build just one more house as a personal favor.  The carpenter said yes, 
but it became easy to see that his heart was not in his work.  He resorted 
to shoddy workmanship and used inferior materials.  It was an 
unfortunate way to end a dedicated career. 

When the carpenter finished his work, the employer came to inspect the 
house.  He handed the front-door key to the carpenter.  “This is your 
house,” he said, “my gift to you.” 

The carpenter was shocked.  If he had only known he was building his 
own house, he would have done it all so differently! 

So, it is with us.  We build our lives, a day at a time, often putting less 
than our best into the building.  Each day you hammer a nail, place a 
board, or erect a wall.  Your attitudes and the choices you make today, 
build the “house” you live in tomorrow. 

Author Unknown 

 

I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Cheerful New Year! 

Now let’s get WILD! 

 

Yours in AIA, 

Dan La Pan, AIA  
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