
The American Rescue plan was recently signed into law and includes:  

• $4.5 billion in additional funding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 

•  An additional $19.05 billion for the Emergency Rental Assistance Program created under the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021. Under this program, states, counties, and cities can establish 
programs to help renting households with rent and utility payments.  

•  $9.61 billion to create a new Homeowners Assistance Fund. These funds can be used to help 
homeowners with mortgage payments and utility bills. 

•  Extension through August 2021 of a CARES Act provision giving state and local employers assistance in 
paying unemployment benefits to their own employees. 

•  Granting access to public power utilities and other state and local employers to payroll tax credits for 
emergency paid sick and family leave. Providing these benefits is not mandatory, but government 
employers can receive tax credits for leave paid from March 31, 2021, through September 30, 2021.  

•  Expansion of the CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Funds with an additional $350 billion infusion.   

Climate News 

•  In early March, House Energy & Commerce Committee Democrats released a revised version of the 
CLEAN Future Act, the committee’s comprehensive climate legislation. Changes include accelerating the 
date for the electric sector to achieve net-zero emissions from 2050 to 2035 to align with the Biden’s 
Administration’s goal, in addition to other provisions specific to the electric and other sectors.  Thus far, 
the committee has held two hearings on the legislation and will hold additional hearing on it in April, 
including potentially two hearings that will focus on creating a federal clean energy standard.  

Infrastructure/LIFT America Act 

•  Democratic members of the House E&C Committee introduced the Leading Infrastructure for 
Tomorrow’s (LIFT) America Act, which includes infrastructure provisions in the committee’s jurisdiction 
including energy, healthcare, broadband, and water.  

•  All but one provision in the LIFT America Act’s energy title, which would create a DOE technical 
assistance and demonstration program for local governments, public housing authorities, and nonprofits 
to incorporate clean energy into community development and revitalization, was not also included in 
the CLEAN Future Act. Notably, LIFT America’s energy-related provisions are primarily the grant 
programs for energy efficiency, grid modernization, distributed energy resources, and EV chargers from 
the CLEAN Future Act.  

• On transmission, the bill would revise and strengthen federal “backstop siting” authority, which 
would allow DOE to designate certain transmission corridors as necessary for reducing congestion. 
The bill would strengthen this authority and allow DOE to use it for corridors that “could be used to 
improve the integration of renewable energy resources.” Additionally, it would require the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to hold technical conferences and issue rules to update the 
regional transmission planning process and to create a mandatory interregional transmission 
planning process.  



• The bill would authorize grant programs for grid modernization, microgrids, the redevelopment 
of fossil fuel generating units, DERs, community solar for low-income households or multi-family 
affordable housing, and for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects at public schools.  

 

 


