
President Biden Takes Office, Announces Executive Actions 
On Jan. 20, Joe Biden was sworn in as the 46th President of the 
United States.  Shortly before he was inaugurated, the Biden 
administration released a list of executive actions that it plans to 
implement on the first day in office.  The Executive orders focus on 
changing the course of pandemic response, extending economic 
relief, advancing racial equity and underserved communities, and 
reversing Trump-era immigration policies. 

Specific to energy and environment, the Executive orders set in 
motion:

>Revoking the presidential permit of the Keystone XL pipeline,  
>Rejoining the Paris Agreement,  
>Revising emissions standards for cars, methane, and 
appliances,  
>Pausing oil and gas leasing in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge, 
>Re-establishing the working group on the social cost of carbon, 
>Directing agency heads to review 104 environment and energy rules put in place by the Trump administration. 

On Jan. 27, Biden released another slew of Executive orders on what has been dubbed “Climate Day,” including 
suspending new oil and gas leasing on federal land, establishing a new commission on environmental justice, charting 
a course for placing 30% of federal lands under conservation protection within the decade, and submitting the Kigali 
treaty to the Senate for ratification.  Another order directs an “all-of-government” approach to considering climate 
impacts in their decision-making, requiring procurement that favors electric vehicles, clean energy, and energy 
efficiency.

Schumer Outlines Legislative Priorities 
On Jan. 12, incoming Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) sent a letter to his colleagues outlining his top 
priorities at the start of the 117th Congress will be additional COVID-19 relief and addressing climate change.  Although 
short on details, he indicated that the Senate would pursue a “bold” climate bill to include investment in clean 
infrastructure and manufacturing that would not only help address the climate crisis but also would create jobs.  

Schumer and McConnell Reach Power Sharing Agreement 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) have reached a power-
sharing agreement for the evenly divided Senate.  The deal paves the way for an organizing resolution that will allow 
Democrats to hold the chairmanships and thus set the agendas of committees.  The final agreement comes after 
weeks of negotiations between the two leaders and pushback from Minority Leader McConnell over retaining the 
filibuster, an important tool for the minority party.  The organizing resolution is set to be adopted in the Senate today.
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At her Jan. 27 confirmation hearing, DOE Secretary nominee Jennifer Granholm told senators that coal, oil, and gas 
would need to be “part of the mix” even as the Administration plans a transition to net-zero emissions by 2050.  The 
nominee’s remarks focused heavily on jobs, including touting “place-based” investments in communities that have 
traditionally relied on fossil fuel production.  She said the Biden Administration opposed the use of Yucca Mountain for 
used nuclear fuel and expressed an urgency on siting new transmission lines to bring renewable resources like wind 
to load centers.   Of particular interest to utilities, she expressed concern about the cybersecurity of the grid and said 
she hoped an upcoming infrastructure package would include grid-hardening measures.  On Feb. 3, the Committee 
advanced Granholm’s nomination through to the Senate floor. 

FERC Nixes Final Orders; Biden Selects Glick as Chairman 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) held its monthly meeting on Jan. 19, the final meeting under 
Chairman James Danly before President Biden took office and the first appearance of newly-sworn in Commissioner 
Mark Christie.  The agenda initially included action on the agency’s transmission incentives and a complaint requesting 
buyer-side mitigation in New York’s capacity market, but those items were stricken without explanation.  In addition, 
actions on expansion of the minimum offer price rule (MOPR) in PJM Interconnection, categorical exclusions under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and several natural gas dockets also failed due to lack of support.  The 
Commission approved the bulk of proposed changes to the North American Electric Reliability Corporation’s (NERC) 
rules of procedure with some additional requests, as well as several other items.

On Jan. 21, President Biden designated Commissioner Richard Glick to chair the Commission in one of his first moves 
in office.  Glick has been a FERC Commissioner since 2017, when he was appointed by President Trump.  He has 
historically opposed minimum offer price rules and has even suggested that capacity markets on the whole need to be 
restructured.  He is also a proponent of improving transmission incentives and building out the grid.  Glick and recently 
appointed Democrat Allison Clements will remain in the minority until June, when Commissioner Neil Chatterjee’s term 
is up.  

Biden Urges Democrats to Pass COVID-19 Relief 
On Feb. 1, President Biden met with 10 GOP Senators to discuss their proposed COVID-19 relief package.  The 
Republican package totals $600B, a far smaller number than the $1.9T proposal released by the Biden Administration.  
While the meeting was reportedly friendly, a deal was ultimately not reached, and President Biden is now supporting 
Democrats in a push to get their COVID-19 legislation passed via Budget Reconciliation, a two-step process that allows 
final passage by a simple majority in the Senate (i.e., without support from Republicans).  The Democrats’ proposal 
includes $160B for vaccine distribution, $1,400 direct stimulus payments, and a $15 minimum wage, among other things.  
Biden has indicated that Democrats can afford to make compromises on several of their proposed provisions, including 
lowering the eligibility limit for direct payments. 
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