
House Votes to Impeach President Trump

On Dec. 18, the House of Representatives passed two 
articles of impeachment against President Trump, making 
him the third president in U.S. history to be impeached.  
The first article – charging the President with abuse of 
power – passed 230 to 197.  The second article, which was 
for obstruction of Congress, passed 229-198.  Not a single 
Republican supported either article; two Democrats voted 
against the first article and three voted against the second.  
The Senate will now hold a trial to determine whether 
the President is guilty of the two charges.  Two-thirds 
of the chamber – 67 senators – must find the President 
guilty to remove him from office.  Speaker Pelosi has not 
yet formally sent the articles to the Senate or named 
managers to present the House’s case, pending details of 
the Senate’s process.  

FERC Directs PJM to Expand its MOPR

On Dec. 19, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) released an order directing PJM Interconnection, 
the largest RTO, to reform its capacity market to address state policies affecting resources. The order calls for 
a sweeping expansion of the Minimum Offer Price Rule to cover new and existing resources that receive a 
broadly-defined “state subsidy.”  The new definition removes the exemption for public power self-supply 
resources.  Commissioner Rich Glick provided a strong dissent, citing the upending of the public power 
business model as a main cause of concern.

Congress Passes FY20 Funding 

Congress passed a massive FY20 spending and tax package just before current funding expired on Dec. 20.   
Within the package, the FY20 Energy and Water bill received $48.3 billion, up $3.66 billion from last year’s 
bill.  In addition to providing significant increases in renewable energy research and development and the 
Department of Energy’s Office of Science, the bill funds programs the Trump Administration requested be 
eliminated, such as the Advanced Research Projects Agency - Energy (ARPA-E) and the Title 17 Loan Guarantee 
Program.  The Office of Cybersecurity, Energy Security and Emergency Response received $156 million. The 
FY20 Interior-Environment bill received $36.1 billion, up $5.46 billion from the President’s request.  The bill 
included $9 billion for the Environmental Protection Agency.  Also of interest to NEPPA, the FY20 Labor-Health-
Human Services and Education bill included a $50 million increase from FY19 to the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), bringing the level up to $3.74 billion.

Several tax provisions were included in the package.  Of interest to cooperatives, the bill included the RURAL 
Act – legislation that allows electric co-ops to maintain their tax-exempt status if they receive federal grants 
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(such as disaster assistance funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency) that comprises more 
than 15 % of their revenue.  The tax title also includes a one-year extension of the production and investment 
tax credits for several renewable generation technologies, including wind, biomass, geothermal, municipal 
solid waste, and small hydropower.  Credits for energy efficient homes and commercial buildings are also 
extended for one year.  The bill did not include a restoration of the tax exemption for advance refunding 
municipal bonds or an expansion of the 30D tax credit for electric vehicles (EVs).  Additionally, it did not include 
extensions for solar tax credits (although those credits do not expire until 2022).  

Democrats Float Competing Climate Bills

Rep. Diana DeGette (D-CO) is circulating draft legislation to establish a Clean Energy Standard (CES) that could 
become the main utility sector title of the House Energy and Commerce climate bill, expected as soon as 
January 2020.  The DeGette draft would require electric utilities to source an increasing percentage of their 
power from clean sources, as defined by the bill, each year.  The bill considers all zero-emitting resources to 
be clean, as well as sources with a carbon intensity below .82 tons of CO2 per MWh. Partial credit is available 
for resources with a greater carbon intensity, and alternative compliance payments are available.  Revenue 
will fund a carbon mitigation fund.  The requirements will not apply to utilities in states with a more stringent 
emissions reduction program.  The bill is different from the CES drafted by Sen. Tina Smith (D-MN) and Rep. 
Ben Lujan (D-NM) introduced earlier this year.

Separately, Sen. Tom Carper (D-DE) circulated a draft climate bill titled the “Clean Economy Act,” which takes 
a different approach.  The Carper bill would require the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to use its 
existing authorities to develop a plan to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.  EPA would be required to consult 
with other agencies and achieve a number of associated goals (such as “maximizing flexibility for regulated 
entities”).   The bill is similar in mechanism to a bill introduced by Rep. McEachin (D-VA) that would task a 
new Clean Economy Federal Advisory Committee with establishing an emissions reduction plan and requires 
each federal agency to propose its own emissions reduction plan within its own authorities.  The Advisory 
Committee would be comprised of stakeholders from the utility sector, among others.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Marks Up Several Bills

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee held a business meeting on Dec. 12 and reported nearly 
two dozen bills to the full Senate.  All bills received broad support from committee members.  Three of the 
22 bills are of interest to NEPPA.  A bill (S. 1890) by Sen. Catherine Cortez-Masto (D-NV) establishes a grant 
program to help schools make energy efficiency improvements and renewable energy enhancements.  Sen. 
Martin Heinrich’s (D-NM) legislation (S. 2393) would create a program at the Department of Energy (DOE) to 
increase training opportunities for the energy sector through apprenticeships, internship programs at DOE, 
and support to post-secondary education institutions.  Third, a bill (S. 2660) by Sen. Tina Smith (D-MN) would 
establish a grant program for wind technology research and development aimed at improving energy efficiency 
and optimizing performance of wind generation.  The bills join a backlog of energy-related legislation in the 
Senate following two previous markups since September.
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