
Biden Announced Winner of 2020 Presidential Election 
On Nov. 7, news outlets formally projected that former Vice 
President Joe Biden had won the presidential race, securing more 
than 270 electoral votes after a large portion of outstanding ballots 
in PA were counted.  That night, President-elect Biden delivered an 
impassioned speech calling for unity and an end to “this grim era 
of demonization in America.”  In the same speech, Biden named 
climate as one of his top four priorities, indicating that he plans to 
spend a great deal of political capital on the issue, no matter the 
outcome of the Senate majority fight.  President Trump has not 
conceded and General Services Administrator Emily Murphy did not 
formally declare the results of the election until Nov. 23, although 
the results are all but certain to hold.

Barrasso Will Lead ENR Committee in 117th Congress 
On Nov. 18, Sen. John Barrasso (R-WY) announced that he would 
leave his chairmanship of the Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee and take over as top Republican on 
the Energy and Natural Resources (ENR) Committee in the new Congress.  The position will be vacated by current 
Chairman Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) due to Republican term limits on chairmanships.  Depending on the outcome of the 
two Senate run-off elections in Georgia, Barrasso will become either the Ranking Member or Chairman of the ENR 
Committee.  This move will put lawmakers from two of the leading coal-producing states as leaders of the powerful 
Committee, with Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) serving as the lead for Democrats.  Barrasso has long been a strong 
advocate for nuclear power and uranium mining, and has opposed carbon pricing and the Green New Deal resolution.  

Biden Names John Kerry as Special Envoy on Climate 
On Nov. 23, President-elect Joe Biden announced that he will name John Kerry as the special presidential envoy on 
climate, a newly-created position on the National Security Council that requires no Senate confirmation.  Kerry has 
long been considered a frontrunner for such a position due to his work in the Obama administration on the Paris 
climate accord and his activism at home and abroad.  Many environmental groups who were initially skeptical of 
Biden’s dedication to the issue of climate change have praised him for the appointment, noting that Kerry’s ability to 
bridge the divide between national and international climate policy will make him a major asset in this role.  Biden is 
also expected to add a climate official focused purely on domestic efforts to his White House team in coming weeks.  

House Steering Committees Select New Committee Leadership 
On Dec. 2, House Republican Steering Committee chose Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) for the top GOP spot on 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee, making her the first woman to hold a leadership role on the Committee.  
McMorris Rodgers has long been an advocate for advancing hydropower and has publicly spoken about the need for 
bipartisan climate change legislation.  However, her selection for this position is likely to be seen as a check on the 
Biden administration’s ambitious environment, technology, and health care agenda.  House Republicans, while still 
in the minority, will hold slightly more power in the 117th Congress, as they flipped a significant number of seats in 
the 2020 General Election. The Steering Committee also chose Rep. Bruce Westerman (R-AR) for the top Republican 
spot on the House Natural Resources Committee.  Westerman beat out Rep. Paul Gosar (R-AZ) for the spot, and is a 
somewhat controversial pick, as members in this position typically hail from Western states.  

Meanwhile, on Dec. 1, the House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee selected Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) to serve 
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as Chairman of the Appropriations Committee, replacing Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY), who retires at the end of this year.  
This selection comes following a contentious race between DeLauro, Rep. Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D-FL), and Rep. 
Marcy Kaptur (D-OH).   The full Democratic Caucus confirmed the selection with a vote on Dec. 3.

FERC Sees Significant Personnel Changes 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) saw two large personnel shake ups in November.  First, on Nov. 
5, President Trump named James Danly as Chairman of FERC, abruptly demoting Neil Chatterjee, who will stay on 
as Commissioner.  Chatterjee acknowledged the move might have been a result of his embrace of carbon pricing in 
organized markets, but said he is on excellent terms with Danly and expressed peace with the President’s decision.  
Then, on Nov. 30, the Senate confirmed the nominations of Allison Clements and Mark Christie to sit as commissioners 
on FERC.  The confirmation comes after considerable speculation over whether the nomination would be put to a 
vote during the short lame duck session.  Clements, a former attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council, will 
become the second Democrat on the Commission, alongside Commissioner Richard Glick.  Christie is a Republican 
who led the Virginia Corporation Commission, and his confirmation restores representation by a state regulator on the 
panel – something that was historically commonplace but has not been the case since 2018.  With this confirmation, 
Republicans now have a 3-2 majority on the Commission, which will remain until Commissioner Neil Chatterjee’s term 
is up in June 2021.  If the Senate remains in GOP control, it is possible that they will block a Democratic nomination to 
replace Chatterjee, establishing a 2-2 gridlock in FERC during Biden’s term.  

FERC Announces NOPR to Address Transmission Line Ratings 
At its monthly meeting on Nov. 19, FERC announced a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) to address the 
transparency and accuracy of transmission line ratings.  Line ratings, which indicate the maximum power a line can 
safely conduct, are set to accommodate static, worst-case scenario conditions based on conservative assumptions.  
The new NOPR would require transmission providers to implement dynamic line ratings that could better represent 
the transfer capability of the transmission system.  Overall, the draft NOPR seeks to improve the efficiency of 
transmission lines and better reflect transmission capability in real time.

Legislators Reach Agreement on FY21 Funding Levels 
On Nov. 24th, House and Senate appropriators reached a bipartisan compromise on FY21 funding levels, 
making a government shutdown less likely when funding runs out on Dec. 11.  The agreement establishes 
overall totals for 12 appropriations bills that will be rolled into one large omnibus bill, securing funding for 
the rest of the fiscal year.  Specific numbers for the bill will remain under wraps until it is finalized, which will 
likely happen in the short two-week period following the Thanksgiving recess.  

Congress and White House Renew Efforts for COVID-19 Relief 
Congressional leaders and the White House have reportedly renewed efforts to pass COVID-19 relief 
before the end of the year.  On Dec. 1, Democrats pitched a new proposal to Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY), and Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin spoke with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) 
about relief for the first time since before the election.  McConnell indicated to reporters that a relief deal 
would likely be tied to the omnibus spending package.  Separately, on Dec. 1 a bipartisan group of House 
and Senate lawmakers released a framework for a $908 billion relief bill that would run through April.  The 
bipartisan proposal includes $160 billion in aid for state and local governments, $180 billion in expanded 
unemployment insurance, and small business aid including $288 billion in Paycheck Protection Program 
loans. 
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