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The Great Martyr and Healer Panteleimon 
  and the Seventh Sunday of Matthew 
The Martyred blind man healed by Panteleimon 

Sunday, July 27, 2025                 Tone 6; Eothinon 7             

Apolytikion of the Resurrection (Tone 6) 
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic 
powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep 
guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not 
tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the 
world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

Apolytikion of St. Panteleimon the Unmercenary Healer  
(Tone 7) 
O holy prizewinner and healer Panteleimon, intercede with the merciful 
God that He grant unto our souls forgiveness of offenses. 

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2) 
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are 
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine 
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us 
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers. 

Kontakion of the Holy Transfiguration (Tone 7)  
[in anticipation of the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration on August 6th] 

Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as 
they were able, beheld Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they 
should see Thee crucified, they would remember that all Thy suffering 
was voluntary, and could declare to all the world that Thou art truly the 
effulgent Splendor of the Father. 

Daily Readings 

THE EPISTLE  (for St. Panteleimon) 
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord.  O God, hear my prayer. 

   

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy 
(2:1-10) 



 Timothy, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; 
and what you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  Share in suffering as 
a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier on service gets entangled in 
civilian pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy the one who enlisted him.  An 
athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.  It is 
the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops.  
Think over what I say, for the Lord will grant you understanding in 
everything.  Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descended 
from David, as preached in my gospel, the gospel for which I am 
suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal.  But the word of God is not 
fettered.  Therefore, I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that 
they also may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus with its eternal glory. 

THE GOSPEL  (for the Seventh Sunday of Matthew) 
  
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew 
(9:27-35) 

At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed 
him, crying aloud: “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” When He entered 
the house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you 
believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He 
touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” 
And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, “See that 
no one knows it.” But they went away and spread His fame through all 
that district. As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was 
brought to Him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man 
spoke; and the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this 
seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the 
prince of demons.” And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and healing every disease and every infirmity. 

The Synaxarion  
 On July 27 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the 
holy and glorious Great-Martyr and Healer Panteleimon, and the 
martyred blind man whom Panteleimon healed. 

Verses 
The blood of thy head was mingled with milk, O Martyr, 

For whose sake Christ once shed His Blood mingled with water. 
The blade was Panteleimon’s lot on the twenty-seventh. 



Panteleimon means “all merciful” in Greek. He was born in third-century 
Nicomedia of a Christian mother, Eubula, and a pagan father, 
Eustorgius. As a young man he studied medicine. The priest, Hermolaus, 
invited Panteleimon to be with him and taught him the Faith of Christ 
and baptized him. Panteleimon miraculously cured a blind man by the 
power of Christ whom the other doctors treated in vain. The blind man 
was later martyred and we also commemorate him today. Out of envy the 
doctors accused Panteleimon of being a Christian and he went before the 
Emperor Maximian to stand trial. Before the emperor, he freely declared 
that he was a Christian and he also healed a long-time paralytic. This 
miracle drew many pagans to the Faith of Christ. Sentenced to death, 
Panteleimon knelt for prayer. At that moment the executioner struck him 
on the neck with a sword, and it broke. The executioner was unable to 
execute him until the saint completed his prayer and until Panteleimon 
told him to behead him, which he then did. His relics possessed the 
ability to heal. Panteleimon is invoked in prayers at the time of the 
“Blessing of Waters” and in the blessing of the holy oils used in the “The 
Sacrament of Holy Unction,” together with Hermolaus and the other 
unmercenary saints and wonder-workers. 

By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. 
Amen. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

OFFERINGS 
Holy Bread is being offered this morning by Beverly Ansara in loving 
memory of her precious husband, Michael Ansara (+31 July, 2013), her 
precious son, Matthew Ansara (+25 June, 2001), her mother-in-law, 
Syria Ansara (+16 August, 1991), her cousin, Dr. Sakae Kawata (+26 
August, 2017); also in memory of her friends: Julie Meyer, Sophie 
Holodnik, Michael Baca, Laura Olsen and Carol Ries.  Memory eternal. 

Holy Bread is also being offered by Marcia O’Dea with prayers for her 
brother, Sal’s recent birthday (July 28th), beloved uncle.  May God keep 
him in His care and grant him blessings.  Prayers are also offered in 
memory of her beloved mother and sitte, Malvina, by the O’Dea family.  
Memory eternal. 

Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . . 

for the repose of the newly-departed priest, Father Minas Sarchizian 
(+22 July, 2025), beloved husband, father and concelebrant at  

St. Michael Church.  Memory eternal. 



[the Funeral Service of Father Minas is on Thursday morning, July 31, 2025 at 
10 a.m. (St. Michael Church; Van Nuys) followed by the interment at St. 

Nicholas Memorial Gardens (Valhalla Cemetery in No. Hollywood) and a meal of 
mercy will follow at the St. Michael Assembly Hall ballroom.] 

by Mae Tortolano for her caregiving daughter, Cristina’s wellness; 
also for the forty-day memorial of her beloved newly-departed grandson, 

Ryan Tortolano (+13 June, 2025). Memory eternal. 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost and the 

Eighth Sunday of Matthew 
Great Vespers – Saturday, August 2nd, 5 p.m. 

Orthros – Sunday, August 3rd, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

Fast of the Holy Dormition - August 1-14; and Feast - August 15 
[we observe the traditional fasting discipline (no meal, poultry, fish, milk, cheese, 

eggs, wine and olive oil) Monday-Friday and the eve of the Feast, Thursday, 
August 14, with provision for wine and olive oil on Saturday and Sunday; fish, wine 

and oil on the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration (August 6th)] 

Paraklesis (Intercessory Prayer Service) – Tuesday, August 5th and 12th at 6:30 p.m. 

THE DISCIPLINE OF FASTING AND PRAYER 
      The Dormition Fast (August 1-14) is one of the four major fasting periods in the 
discipline of the Orthodox church (the others being: Great Lent, the Christmas Fast and 
the Apostles’ Fast).  The August Dormition Fast precedes the memorial of the Holy 
Dormition of the All-Holy virgin Mother of God (August 15). 

      It is beneficial for us to make an effort to observe this fast (to the degree that it is not 
detrimental to our health).  Jesus Himself fasted and taught His disciples about fasting 
(see St. Matthew’s Gospel 6:16-18).  The purpose of fasting is to be strengthened 
spiritually, allowing our spiritual desires to dominate our physical or carnal appetites.  
This is a means of becoming liberated from being dependent upon the things of this 
world; focusing our attention upon the spiritual virtues and things of the eternal Kingdom 
of God.  The discipline of fasting provides power to the soul (when accompanied with 
prayer) in order that it might not yield to temptation and sin.  According to St. Seraphim 
of Sarov, fasting is an “indispensable means” of gaining the fruit of the Holy Spirit in 
one’s life (see Galatians 5:22-23), and Jesus Himself taught that some forms of evil 
cannot be conquered without it.  (see Matthew 17-21 and Mark 9:29). 



   A special prayer service called the Paraklesis [Παράκλησις] (pah-RAH-kle-sis), which 
means “supplicatory canon,” is done each evening of the Dormition Fast, however the 
service will take place on Tuesday evenings, August 5th and 12th, beginning at 6:30 p.m., 
and may be attended in person or viewed via live-streaming.  The prayer service for the 
living is especially dedicated on behalf of those who are in need of all forms of help and 
healing.  Names of persons may be turned in to Father Timothy.  

   The Orthodox Church has always understood the discipline of fasting to be 
accompanied with prayer and good works as mentioned in St. Matthew’s Gospel (7:21).  
It is also important to remember that the Paraklesis Service is not limited to taking place 
during the Dormition Fast.  It is a prayer service that may be said for anyone at any time, 
in a home or at a bedside, by personal request. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Parish Bible Study Zoom Meeting — Tuesday, July 29th 

Our next Bible Study is Tuesday evening, July 29th, at 7 p.m.  This will be the 
third of a series on the epistle of St. James (chapter 4 and 5) that includes 
the Biblical text of the Sacrament of Healing (Holy Unction).  Sessions are 
recorded for those unable to attend who may also request the link to the 
study.  Attendance is required for all catechumens. 

 
Metropolitan SABA’s Weekly Teaching  

(in English and Arabic) 
You can view a recap of the pilgrimage of His 
Eminence, seminarians and recent seminary 
graduates and clergy by viewing the daily blog,  
photos and videos on the Archdiocese website 
and  Facebook  and  Instagram  pages (you don't 

need accounts to access them).  His Eminence, Metropolitan SABA 
introduces the “2025 Prophet Elias Church of Damascus, Syria Relief Fund” 
in his latest pastoral letter.  Also, a review of the events of the Archdiocese 
Convention in Chicago is provided on the Archdiocese website at: 
www.antiochian.org    

https://www.antiochian.org/regulararticle/2463
https://www.flickr.com/photos/antiochianarchdiocese/
https://www.facebook.com/AntiochianOrthodoxChristianArchdiocese/
https://www.instagram.com/antiochianarchdiocese/
https://www.antiochian.org/regulararticle/2481
http://www.antiochian.org


Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week. 
       Holy Bread Offering List            Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar 
              

                   Aug 03 - open 
  Aug 06 (Feast of the Holy Transfiguration) 
                   Aug 10 - open 
      Aug 15 (Feast of the Holy Dormition) 
          

Please contact Father Timothy (818/219-3761; frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to  
offer Holy Bread or to host the Coffee Hour. 

Raies-Murr Educational Trust Scholarship
Only members, in good standing of St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox 
Church (Van Nuys) or St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral (Los 
Angeles) and who have been accepted to or are currently enrolled in a 
publicly supported (not private) institution of higher learning, including 
eligible publicly supported vocational, technical and trade schools, are 
eligible to apply for a Raies-Murr Scholarship.  Applications can be 
obtained by e-mailing Mallory Murr or Vanessa Obenhaus at: 
raiesmurrscholarship@gmail.com  The applications must be returned by 
August 4, 2025. 
___________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Events 
[Note:  You may now access our Google Parish Calendar  

to your personal calendar.  Here is the link: https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?

cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc] 

Pan-Orthodox Summer Music Festival 
Saturday, August 23, 2025; 3 p.m., Reception 5 p.m. 

St. Steven’s Serbian Orthodox Cathedral  
[1621 West Garvey Ave. Alhambra, CA 91803] 

Beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year - September 1st 

Fall Gathering — October 10-12  
hosted by St. Peter and Paul Church (Ben Lomond, California) 

    

mailto:raiesmurrscholarship@gmail.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc


EOTHINON  7       TONE 6 
          اللحن  6                                                     الایوثینا 7    
The Great-Martyr and Healer Panteleimon 

and The Seventh Sunday of Matthew 
The Martyred blind man healed by Panteleimon

طروباریة القیامة على اللحن السادس 
إنّ القواتِ الملائكیة ظھرت عند قبرك الموقر، فالحراسُ صاروا كالأموات، ومریم 

وقفت عند القبرِ طالبةً جسدَك الطاھر، فسبیتَ الجحیمَ ولم تجُرّب منھا، وصادفتَ البتولَ 
مانحاً الحیاة، فیا من قام من بین الأموات، یا ربّ المجدُ لك. 

أبوليتيكيون للقِدّيسِ بَندَْلايِمُون باللحنِ الثالِث
افـي بـندلايـمون، تـشفَّع إلـى الإلـهِ الـرَّحـيم،  أيُـّها الـقدِّيـسُ الـلاَّبـسُ الـجهاد، والـطبيبُ الـشَّ

أن ينُعِمَ بغفرانِ الزَّلاَّتِ لنفوسِنا. 

طروباریة رؤساء الملائكة باللحن الرابع 
أیّـھا الـمتقدّمـونَ عـلى الأجـناد الـسماویـین، نـتوسّـلُ إلـیكم نـحن غـیرَ المسـتحقّین، حـتّى أنَّـكم 
بـطلباتِـكم تـكتنوفـونـنا بـظلِّ أجـنحةِ مجـدِكـم غـیرِ الھـیولـي، حـافـظینَ إیّـانـا نـحنُ الـجاثـین 
َوالصارخینَ بغیرِ فتور، أنقذونا منَ الشدائد، بما أنّكم رؤساءُ مراتبِ القوّاتِ العلویة. 

القنداق لتجَلّي ربنا يسَُوع المسَِيح باللحنِ السَابِع 
تجَـلِّيتَ أيـها المـسيحُ الإلـهُ عـلى الـجَبلَ، وحَسْـبمَا وَسِـعَ تـَلامـيذكَُ شـاهَـدوا مَجْـدَك، حَـتىّ 
عِـندَْمـا يـعايِـنوكَ مَـصْلوبـاً، يـَفْطنَوا أنَّ آلامَـكَ طـَوْعـاً بـاخْـتِياركَِ، ويـَكْرِزوا لـِلْعالَـمِ أنَّكَ أنـتَ 

بالحقيقةِ شُعاعُ الآب.

الرسالة 
. إسْتمَِعْ يا اللهُ لِصَوْتي. يفَرْحَُ الصدِّيقُ بالرَّبِّ

فصَْلٌ مِنْ رسِالَةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَّسولِ الثَّانِيةَِ إلى تيموثاوس. 
(10-1:2)

يا وَلَدي تيموثاوس، تقَوَّ في النِّعْمَةِ التي في المسَيحِ يَسوعَ. وما سَمِعْتهَُ مِنيّ 
لَدى شُهودٍ كَثيرينَ، اسْتوَدِعْهُ أنُاساً أمَُناءَ أكْفاءَ لأنَْ يُعَلِّمُوا آخَرينَ أيضاً. 

احْتمَِلِ المشََقَّاتِ كَجُندِْيٍّ صالحٍِ ليَِسوعَ المسيحِ. لَيْسَ أحََدٌ يتَجََنَّدُ فيَرَتْبَِكُ بِهُمومِ 



الحياةِ، وذلِكَ ليرُضِْيَ الذي جَنَّدَهُ. وأيْضاً، إنْ كانَ أحََدٌ يُجاهِدُ، فَلا ينَالُ 
الإكْليلَ ما لَمْ يُجاهِدْ جِهاداً شَرعِْيّاً. ويَجبُِ أنَّ الحارثَِ الذي يتَعَبُ أنَْ يَشْترَكَِ 

في الأثَمْارِ أوََّلاً. إفْهَمْ ما أقَول. فلَيؤُتِْكَ الرَّبُّ فَهْماً في كُلِّ شَيءٍْ. أذُْكُرْ أنَّ 
يَسوعَ المسَيحَ، الذي مِنْ نَسْلِ داودَ، قَدْ قامَ مِنْ بيَْنِ الأمَْواتِ على حَسَبِ 

إنجيلي. الذي أحتمَِلُ فيهِ المشََقَّاتِ حتَّى القُيودَ كَمُجْرمٍِ، إلاَّ أنَّ كَلمَِةَ اللهِ لا 
تقُيَّدُ. فلذِلِكَ أنا أصَْبرُُ على كُلِّ شيءٍ مِنْ أجَْلِ المخُْتارِينَ، لِكَيْ يَحصُلُوا هُمْ 

أيضاً على الخَلاصِ الذي في المسَيحِ يَسوعَ، مَعَ المجَْدِ الأبَدَيّ. 

الإنجیل 
فصلٌ شريفٌ من بشارةِ القديس متى الإنجيلي البشير والتلميذِ 

الطاهر        (35-9:27) 
فـــي ذلـــك الـــزمـــانِ فـــيما يـــسوعُ مـــجتازٌ تـــبعهُ أعـــميانِ يـــصيحانِ ويـــقولانِ ارحـــمْنا يـــا ابـــنَ 
داود* فـلما دخَـلَ الـبيتَ دنـا إلـيه الأعـميانِ فـقالَ لَـهُما يـسوعُ هـل تـؤمـنانِ أنـي اقـدِرُ أن 
افـــعلَ ذلـــك. فـــقالا لـــه نـــعم يـــارب* حـــينئذٍ لَمـَــسَ أعـــينهَُما قـــائـــلاً كـــإيـــمانِـــكُما فـــلْيكن لـــكُما 
فــانــفتحََتْ أعــينهُما ، فــانتهَــرهَــما يــسوعُ قــائــلاً انــظرا لا يــعلم أحــد* فــلما خــرجــا شهَــراه 
فــي تــلكَ الأرضِ كــلّها* وبــعد خــروجِــهما قــدمــوا إلــيه اخــرسََ بــهِ شــيطان* فــلما أخُــرِجَ 
الــــــشيطانُ تـَـــــكَلّمَ الأخــــــرس، فــــــتعَجَبَ الجــــــموعُ قــــــائــــــلين لــــــم يظْهَــــــرَ قَــــــطٌ مــــــثل هــــــذا فــــــي 
إســـرائـــيل* أمـــا الـــفريـــسيون فـــقالـــوا إنـــه بـــرئـــيسِ الـــشياطـــينِ يُخْـــرِجُ الـــشياطـــين* وكـــان 
يــسوعُ يــطوفُ المــدنَ كــلَّها والــقرى يـُـعلِّمُ فــي مــجامِــعِهِم ويــكرزُ بــبشارةِ المــلكوتِ ويــشفي 

كُلَّ مَرضٍَ وكُلَّ ضُعْفٍ في الشعب.

ملاحظة بخصوص تناول القربان المقدس 
 إن مفھومنا لتناول القربان یعنى عمومیة المشاركة فیھ لذوى العقیدة الواحدة، الا إن المشاركة في سر القربان المقدس ھنا
 مقتصر فقط على أعضاء الكنائس الارثوذكسیة والذین یحضرون أنفسھم بالصلاة والصوم والاعتراف منذ فترة قریبة (وعلى

  كل حال، فإننا ندعو الجمیع للمشاركة فى الخبز المقدس الذى یوزع عند إنتھاء مراسیم
 القداس.) رجاء مراجعة الكاھن .إذا رغبت أن تصبح عضوا .فى الكنیسة الارثوذكسیة
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