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The Great-Martyr Demetrios the Myrrh-streaming
and the Sixth Sunday of Luke

Commemoration of the Great Earthquake in Constantinople in 740;
Venerable-martyr Joasaph of Dionysiou monastery on Athos

Sunday, October 26, 2025 Tone 3; Eothinon 9

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 3)

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a
mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death,
and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the
depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.

Apolytikion for the Earthquake (Tone 8)

O Thou Who lookest upon the earth and makest it tremble, deliver us
from the fearful menace of earthquake, O Christ our God, and by the
intercessions of the Theotokos, send down upon us Thy mercies in
abundance, O only Friend of man.

Apolytikion for St. Demetrios (Tone 3)

A great champion hath the whole world found thee to be when in grave
perils; for thou dost put to flight the heathen, O victorious one. As thou
didst humble Lyaeus’ arrogance and gavest boldness to Nestor in the
stadium, thus, O holy Great Martyr Demetrios, do thou entreat Christ
God that we be granted Great Mercy.

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2)

O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers.

Kontakion for the Theotokos (Tone 2)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto
the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those
who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid,
who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to
make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that
honor thee.



Daily Readings [Arabic translation below]

THE EPISTLE (for St. Demetrios)
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. O God, hear my prayer.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy
(2:1-10)

Timothy, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus;
and what you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. Share in suffering as
a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on service gets entangled in
civilian pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy the one who enlisted him. An
athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. It is
the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops.
Think over what I say, for the Lord will grant you understanding in
everything. Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descended
from David, as preached in my gospel, the gospel for which I am
suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal. But the word of God is not
fettered. Therefore, I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that
they also may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus with its eternal glory.

THE GOSPEL (for the Sixth Sunday of Luke)

The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke
(8:26-39)

At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is
opposite Galilee. And as He stepped out on land, there met Him a man
from the city who had demons; for a long time he had worn no clothes,
and he lived not in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus,
he cried out and fell down before him, and said with a loud voice, “What
hast Thou to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beseech
Thee, do not torment me.” For Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit
to come out of the man. [For many a time it had seized him; he was kept
under guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds
and was driven by the demon into the desert.] Jesus then asked him,
“What is your name?” And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had
entered him. And they begged Jesus not to command them to depart
into the abyss. Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the



hillside; and they begged Jesus to let them enter these. So He gave them
leave. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and
the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled, and told it in the
city and in the country. Then people went out to see what had happened,
and they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had
gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they
were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how he who had been
possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the
surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart from them;
for they were seized with great fear; so He got into the boat and returned.
The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with
Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and
declare all that God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming
throughout the whole city all that Jesus had done for him.

The Synaxarion

On October 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
holy, glorious, and right-victorious Great-Martyr Demetrios, the
Wonderworker and Myrrh-Streaming.

Verses
Spears have pierced Demetrios, O Christ my Savior,
Who emulated Thy pierced side in Thy Passion.
On the twenty-sixth spears did away Demetrios.

His father was the military commander of Salonica, and, when he died,
the Emperor Maximian made Demetrios commander in his place. In
doing this, the Emperor, an opponent of Christ, particularly
recommended him to persecute and exterminate the Christians in
Salonica. Demetrios not only disobeyed the Emperor, but he openly
confessed and preached Christ the Lord in the city. The enraged Emperor
cast him into prison. Knowing what awaited him, Demetrios gave his
goods to his faithful servant, Lupus, to give to the poor, and went off to
prison, glad that suffering for Christ was to be his lot. After several days,
the Emperor sent soldiers to the prison to kill Demetrios. They came
upon the saint at prayer, and ran him through with their spears.
Christians secretly took his body and gave it burial, and there flowed
from it myrrh by which many of the sick were healed. Demetrios entered
the heavenly mansions in 306.



On this day, we remember the great and terrible earthquake in
Constantinople in 740. This was a terrifying and long-lasting disaster in
the time of Leo the Isaurian, the first of the iconoclast emperors. The
people realized that this was God’s punishment for their sins, and
entreated the most holy Mother of God and St. Demetrios with great
penitence, until God had mercy and ended the earthquake.

On this day, we commemorate the Venerable-martyr Joasaph of
Dionysiou monastery on Athos. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O
Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

A Note Regarding Holy Communion

Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical Faith,
only those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through prayer,
fasting and recent Confession may participate in Holy Communion. (We invite all, however, to partake of the
blessed bread which is distributed at the dismissal.) Please see the Pastor for inquiries on how to become a
member.

OFFERINGS

Holy Bread is being offered and the coffee hour hosted by Riad Nasser
and family for the one-year memorial of the servant of God, Diana Nasser
(+28 October, 2024), beloved wife, mother and grandmother. Memory
eternal.

An offering of Holy Bread is also being made by Marcelle Chaffin in
memory of Ed Chaffin (+24 October, 2022), beloved husband. Memory
eternal.

Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . .

by Mary Farradj and family in loving memory of her father, The
Archpriest, Paul Romley (+26 October, 2003)
of blessed memory and eternal repose.

for the repose of the newly-departed servant of God, Gloria Mittry (+22
October, 2025) beloved mother and grandmother and Founder of St.
Michael Church. Memory eternal.

for Subdeacon Richard Mitri Ajalat, celebrating his Feast Day today.
May God grant him many years!



for the repose of the newly-departed servant of God, Essa Kneizeh
(+19 October, 2025). Memory eternal.

[Viewing at Rose Family Funeral Home; 4444 Cochran Street; Simi Valley, CA 93063:
Wednesday October 29, 11 a.m.; Funeral Service, 11:30 a.m. followed by the
Graveside Trisagion at Assumption Cemetery, 1380 Fitzgerald Rd., Simi Valley, CA 93063]

for the repose of the newly-departed Archpriest George Kevorkian of
blessed memory and eternal repose (+19 October, 2025), the founding

pastor of St. Ignatius Church of Florida, New York. We pray for his

Khouriye Hind, his sons, Daniel and Christopher and their family.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Metropolitan SABA’s Weekly Teaching
(in English and Arabic)

View the weekly teaching from Meftropolitan SABA
here, titled: “On Spiritual Fatherhood;” go to: https://
www.antiochian.org/regulararticle/2608

October is “Youth Month” in the
Antiochian Archdiocese

Reading the Epistle this morning is: Layla Afshin

Weekly Bible Study Tuesday (October 28)

Our next Bible Study will be held on Tuesday evening, October 28th, at 7
p.m. Sessions are recorded for those unable to attend who may also
request the link to the study. Attendance is required for all catechumen:s.

Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week.

Holy Bread Offering List Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar
Nov 02 - the Coudsy family The Coudsy family
Nov 09 - open St. Michael Feast Day Luncheon
Nov 16 - open
Nov 21 (Feast of the Presentation of the Theotokos) - open
Nov 23 - open

Please contact Father Timothy (818/219-3761; frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to
offer Holy Bread or to host the Coffee Hour.
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2025 Holiday Food Collections

St Michael continues to support Loaves & Fishes, a local pantry serving the
impoverished areas in Van Nuys and throughout the San Fernando Valley areas.

Drop Off Dates
November 16th and December 14th

**A cart marked Food Collection will be placed in the Community Center
**Monetary Donations can be placed in the Church Offering Box
earmarked Food Collection

e Canned Soups (pull-up tabs)
* Pasta Meals & Canned Sauce
* Canned Meat & Fish * Canned Fruit & Vegetables
* Flour, Cornmeal, Rice, Dry Beans, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Crackers
* Shelf Stable Milk, Cereals, Cooking Oils, Boxed Meals
* Pancake & Muffin Mix that Only Require Water, Instant Foods
* Baby Food, Juice Boxes, Apples Sauce & Granola Bars
* Baby Clothes, Baby Diapers & Wipes
* Blankets, Underwear, and Socks (Socks #1 requested item)

* Hand Soap, Shampoo, Body Wash, Deodorant, Toothbrush, Toothpaste,
Floss, Body Wipes, Mouthwash, Gloves, Razors, Shaving Cream,
Feminine Hygiene Products, Lotion, Powder, Combs & Brushes

* Any store scripts $10, $15

Contact Cindy Tamoush, 818-917-4847 or cindy.tamoush@gmail.com
should you have any questions. Thank you for your continued support!

Upcoming Events (see the foyer bulletin board for more information)

[Note: You may now access our Google Parish Calendar
to your personal calendar. Here is the link: https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?

cid=YWRtaWS5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cySvemc]
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Town Hall Dinner with Roger David, Past Chair of The Order of St.
Ignatius of Antioch - Saturday, October 25th
St. Nicholas Cathedral (Los Angeles), 7 p.m.

St. Michael Feast Day Lunch — Sunday, November 9
Special Meeting of the Voting Membership — Sunday, November 16
Parish Council Election — Sunday, November 23 and 30

Church School Christmas Program Rehearsal - December 13
Church School Christmas Program - Sunday, December 14

Parish Council Nominations

On Sunday, November 16, 2025 we will be holding a brief Special Meeting
of the Voting Membership solely for the purpose of receiving and
accepting nominations for Parish Council members to be elected for
there (3), three-year terms (January, 2026 to December, 2028). At this
meeting the Nominations Committee will present their report and
additional nominations will be open from the floor. The Vice Chair,
Constantine Nasr is the Chair of the Nominations Committee. All who are
interested and are prepared to be committed in serving on our Parish
Council for a three-year term (2026-2028) should be in-touch with
Constantine at: constantinenasr@icloud.com or Father Timothy at:
frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org

It is important that persons being considered be able to fulfill the
commitment to serve. Therefore it is necessary that all nominees first be
personally asked if they would accept nominatfion, and second be
approved by the Pastor as someone who is qualified. The Parish
Constitution prescribes that all nominees must be at least twenty-five years
of age or older, have been a pledging member of the parish for at least
one year and have fulfiled the canonical requirements of the Faith
[Article VI, Sec. 2].

The nominees must also be committed in attending monthly Parish
Council meetings held on the third (3rd) Sunday of each month. If
necessary, the Parish Council election will be held on two (2) consecutive
Sundays: November 23 and 30.
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ST MICHAEL FEAST DAY

FAMILY FRIENDLY
TACO LUNCHEON

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9TH
AFTER DIVINE LITURGY

BLESSED
FEAST!!

Proceeds

for our adopted $8 adults
children in $5 kids
Lebanon 11 & under

Family of 4
or more
$25
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