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The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost;

and the Eleventh Sunday of Matthew

After-feast of the Holy Dormition of the Theotokos
Recovery of the Icon of Christ Not Made with Hands: The “Holy Napkin”

Sunday, August 16, 2026 Tone 2; Eothinon 11

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 2)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and
immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And
when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of
Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to
Thee.

Apolytikion for the Holy Dormition (Tone 1)

In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity;
and in thy falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for living thou
wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine
intercessions, deliver our souls from death.

Apolytikion for the Holy Icon Not Made With Hands (Tone 1)

Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One, asking forgiveness of our
sins, O Christ our God; for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the
Cross in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the bondage of the enemy.
Wherefore, with thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou hast verily filled
all with joy, since Thou didst come, O our Savior, to save the world.

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 4)

O ye foremost of the Heavenly Host, we beseech thee, pray that we
may be encompassed with a shadow of thine unearthly glory;
preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly. Deliver us from
oppression, since ye are the prince of the Highest Powers.

Kontakion for the Holy Dormition (Tone 2)

Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in intercessions, and whose
prayers are never rejected, neither tomb nor death could control. But
since she is the Mother of Life, He Who dwelt in her ever-virgin womb did
translate her to life.



Daily Readings

THE EPISTLE (for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost)

The Lord is my strength and my song.
With chastisement hath the Lord chastened me.

The Reading from St. Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians
(9:2-12):

Brethren, the seal of my apostleship are you in the Lord. My defense to
those who would examine me is this: Do we have no authority regarding
what to eat and what to drink? Do we have no authority to lead about a
wife, who is a sister, as the rest of the apostles, even as the brethren of
the Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no
authority to refrain from working? Which soldier ever served at his own
expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit thereof? Or
who shepherds a flock and does not eat from the milk of the flock? Do I
speak of these things according to human nature? Or does not the Law
say the same also? For it is written in the Law of Moses: “Thou shalt not
muzzle an ox which treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God cares,
or does He say it altogether for our sakes? Indeed, for our sakes it was
written: because he who plows ought to plow in hope, and he who
threshes in hope, so that the same might partake in hope. If we have
sown in you spiritual things, is it a great matter if we should reap your
carnal things? If others are partakers of this authority over you, are we
not even more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this authority, but
we endure all things, in order that we may cause no hindrance to the
gospel of Christ.

THE GOSPEL (for the Eleventh Sunday of Matthew)

The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew
(18:23-35)

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.
When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him
ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be
made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have



patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him
the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that
same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.” He refused and went and put him
in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw
what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned
him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt
because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered
him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also My heavenly
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from
your heart.”

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Fast of the Holy Dormition: August 1-14

We observe a tradifional fast (no meat, poultry, fish, milk, cheese, eggs, wine and oil)
Monday-Friday and the eve of the Feast, Friday, August 14, with provision for wine and
olive oil on Safurday and Sunday; fish, wine and oil on
the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration (August 6th)

The Feast of the Holy Dormition
Divine Liturgy, Saturday, August 151, 10 a.m.

The Tenth Sunday of Matthew
Great Vespers - Saturday, August 8, 5 p.m.
Orthros - Sunday, August 9th, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.

The Synaxarion

On August 16 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
Recovery from Edessa to Constantinople of the Icon of Christ Not Made
by Hands, known as ‘The Holy Napkin.’

Verses
Thou didst wipe Thy face with linen while yet living,
Who later, being dead, wouldst be wrapped in linen.




Prince Avgar of Edessa sent a portrait-painter, Ananias, to Palestine with
a letter to Christ our Savior, in which he begged the Lord to come and
heal him of his leprosy. In the event that Lord was unable to come, the
prince commanded Ananias to paint His likeness and bring it, believing
that the portrait would heal him. The Lord replied that he could not
come, as the time of His Passion was at hand. Our Savior took a napkin
and wiped His face, leaving a perfect reproduction of His most pure face
on it. The Lord gave this napkin to Ananias, with a message that the
prince would be healed by it, but not entirely, and He would later send
him an envoy that would rid him of the remainder of the disease.
Receiving the napkin, Avgar kissed it and the leprosy fell from his body,
with just a little remaining on his face. Later, the Apostle Thaddaeus
came to Avgar, fully healed him and baptized him. Then the prince
smashed the idols that stood at the city’s gateway and placed the napkin
with the face of Christ above the entrance, stuck onto wood, surrounded
with a gold frame and ornamented with pearls. The city eventually fell to
Arab conquest, and the Holy Napkin was translated to Constantinople in
944.

On this day, we also commemorate the Martyrs Diomedes the
physician of Tarsus in Cilicia and Alkiviades. By the intercessions of Thy
Saints, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen.

OFFERINGS

Holy Bread is being offered by the Mushir and Abeer Khleif with prayers for
the health, guidance, blessings and success of their family, all of their loved
ones, and for the repose of the souls of all of their beloved departed loved
ones.

Holy Bread is also being offered by the O’'Dea and Chala family in memory of
our beloved uncle, Cosmo Ansara, for the continued grace and protection of
Sean & Robin, celebrating their anniversary, also for God’s protection of
Dillon, Kiera, Damian and Shane O’Dea who are returning to school.

Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . .

for the forty-day memorial of the newly-departed, Lisa Saade (+4 July, 2026)
and for the continued health of her husband Edward, children: Nick and
Erica, and grandchild: Leo James Saade.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday, August 18

Our weekly Bible Study will meet via Zoom on Tuesday, August 18. Father
Nabil Hanna will be our guest speaker on the doctrine of the Oriental
Churches and the schism resulting from the Fourth Ecumenical Council.
For links tfo the past recorded links, contact Father Timothy at:
friimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org The recent Bible Studies were on of the
scriptural passages that is the basis of the practice of nepsis (“vigilance”);
in acquiring the grace of the Holy Spirit. We have completed volume two
of Bishop EMILIANOS’ book, Walking on the Waves, an Everyday Guide 1o
Nepsis. We will begin our reading of Volume 3 on Tuesday, August 25th.
Volumes 1-3 is on sale in our bookstore.

Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week.

Holy Bread Offering List Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar
Aug 23 - Mae Tortolano Reserved
Aug 30 - the Sadd family Reserved
Sep 06 - open open
Sep 13 - open open
Sep 14 (Exhalation of the Holy Cross) - open (no coffee hour)

Please contact Father Timothy (818/219-3761; frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to
offer Holy Bread and David Rodriguez (drodpena@gmail.com) host the Coffee Hour.

Participate in Hosting the Sunday Coffee Hours

After participating in Divine Liturgy and partaking of the Eucharist, we
break our morning fast with a light meal to refresh our bodies and
fellowship with our church community. A light meal is sufficient to sustain
us, keeping the focus on fellowship rather than extravagance. Coffee
Hours are not intended to provide a full lunch, except when hosts choose
to celebrate special events.

Please note that depending on the time of year, we observe specific
fasting periods (Great Lent, Apostles Fast, Dormition Fast, and Nativity Fast)
when we abstain from certain foods while practicing almsgiving and


mailto:frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org
mailto:drodpena@gmail.com

prayer. Guidelines will be posted ahead of each fasting cycle.
Conversely, feast days are times of great cheer, and we encourage a
larger spread with more options available.

For more information and to sign-up, please contact David Rodriguez at:
drodpena@gmail.com, phone or text him at: 818-484-6157. You may also
use the following link to sign-up: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1TmxM3fqVBo0OQQPUFeJdpBEpgK7O0OMGEtWDNNhQPIQ3L4/edit?e
gid=0#gid=0

NOTE: The Coffee Hour is not a fundraiser. Hosts provide hospitality to
encourage fellowship following the Liturgy. Anyone may offer to support
our expenses by logging on to: https://www.stmichaelvannuys.org/
donate and earmarking your contribution towards the Pastoral Account.

Monthly Men’s Breakfast - This Saturday, August 22nd

Men are invited to our monthly breakfast, this Saturday, the fourth
Saturday of each month, at 8 a.m. Please R.S.V.P. your plans to attend by
e-mailing Nathan Afshin at: nathanafshin@gmail.com, call or text him
at: 818-825-6442. The restaurant requires a number for the group (Nat’s
Early Bite: 14115 Burbank Blvd., Sherman Oaks, CA 21401. Dutch treat.

Support Our Parish Every Time You Shop

If you shop at Ralphs or Food 4 Less, you can support St. Michael Church at
no extra cost by enrolling in the Community Rewards Program.

Together, we earned $689.00 in 2025. Let's see how much more we can
raise this year—just by doing our regular grocery shopping!

Already enrolled? Please take a moment to make sure St. Michael Orthodox
Church is still selected as your Community Rewards organization.

Please read through the next page that provides you with instructions.

Questions or need help enrolling? Please see Cindy Tamoush, 818-917-4847 or
cindy.tamoush@gmail.com. Thank you for supporting our parish!
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" ST. MICHAEL

FooodlLess. ORTHODOX CHURCH Q@)

(A Kroger Affiliate)

Link your Ralphs or Food 4 Less Rewards Card
to supporting St. Michael Orthodox Church and help

our church earn rewards every time you shop—
Every Purchase
at no extra cost to you! EEERICEE

TOGETHER, WE EARNED v’_

¥ $689.00

IN 2025 FOR ST. MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH!

..........................................................

Let’s see how much more we can raise this year—
Just by doeing our regular grecery shopping!

> IT'SASEASYAS1,2,3! &S

ACCESS COMMUNITY O o 1O
SIGN IN REWARDS SHOP & SUPPORT
[e]-©0 O-=-®
Click the Select Choose
My Account  Payments & Community
Go to icon. Rewards. Rewards,

Ralphs.com or Fooddless.com |, . ... .ivcevsnssesssasnnans

""""""""""" Verify St. Michael Orthodox Church Use your Rewairds Card

Sign in to your Rewards is selected, or change your every time you shop.
account (or create one). organization.
\ ’
SCAN HERE ~ O owre all set! /
to visit Ralphs.com -
and get s':.a rted! A Every eligible purchase helps support —_—
=.| g St. Michael Orthodox Church— ~

at no extra cost to you!

O  Thank you for supperting our parish! @



ST. BARBARA 4'" ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 22" AT ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL
“SACRED PLACES, LIVING FAITH: OUR PILGRIMAGE TO LEBANON"

: * RICHAMUB
5:00 PM VESPERS | 6:00PM COCKTAIL HOUR | 7:00 PM DINNER
FAITH IN ACTION » HOPE FOR LEBANON * COMPASSION FOR THOSE IN NEED

MAIL-INREGISTRATON ~ EVENT TICKET:$100  ONLINE REGISTRATION

INCLUDES MEZA, DINNER, SOFT
DRINK, ALCOHOL , AND
ENTERTAINMENT

RSVP BY AUGUST 17™

FOR QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT : 661-433-9561
STBARBARALEBANONRELIEF@GMAIL.COM




ST. MICHAEL

ANTIOCHIAN CHURCH

—— MONTHLY —

MEN’S

BREAKFAST

—— MEN OF ALL AGES WELCOME ——

O

GOOD FOOD.
GREAT COMPANY.

4TH SATURDAY
OF EVERY MONTH
No agenda.

8 ° 0 o A M Just brotherhood.
®
4 A

/-\ NAT’S EARLY BITE
W@ 14115 Burbank Blvd
C< . Sherman Oaks, CA 91401

W} }w (818) 781-3040

Q@ Plenty of parking available

N\ (

RSVP with Nathan Afshin
818-825-6442 or Nathanafshin@gmail.com
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VENDORS
AND MORE!

0U¥§’“,E 1 ADMISSION FEES: RAFFLE DRAWING
FOOD ADULTS- $5 ON NOVEMBER 8™,

| | OR DRINKS J (RIS MDER 10" FREE 2026 AT 9PM |
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT FESTIVAL
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Saturday, October 3rd — 10:30am

An opportunity to get together
as Sisters in Christ! A time toget
to know one another better.

| RSVP to Charmaine at *
4 714-287-1266 or
cdarmour65@gmail.com
This is a potluck & we ask you to
please bring a dish to share &
include what it is with your RSVP

~ LET’S GATHER TO PRAY, BREAK BREAD l
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THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

AND THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
THE AFTER-FEAST OF THE HOLY DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
The Recovery from Edessa of the Icon of Christ Not Made by Hands: “The Holy Napkin”
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