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Rafael and Yanet Aldrete started Blooms on 
Broadway (2543 E. Broadway) a couple 
months ago as the second location of their 

business. (Their other store, Long Beach Flowers, 
opened two years ago at 2080 E. Pacific Coast 
Highway.) Yanet was born and raised in Long Beach 
and worked in a local flower shop during her final 
year of high school. She always loved it, she said, 
but decided to pursue a career in the dental field 
starting as a dental assistant. 

Then she had children and decided to be a stay-
at-home mom while waiting for the next dental 
hygienist program to begin. She wanted extra 
income, so she decided to activate an old Instagram 
account to post floral 
arrangements and offer her 
services. The IG account had 
30 followers and started with 
one order that first month.

Word started spreading 
organically, and her business 
grew to one order per week 
and then one order per day 
in a matter of months. When 
they reached 400 followers, 
Rafael jokingly told Yanet, “If 
you reach 1,000 followers, 
we’ll open a flower shop.” 

In less than a month, they 
had surpassed that mark. 
“Even after we reached the 
number, it all seemed silly 
since I was still very invested 
in the dental program and 
my husband had a stable job 
at a refinery,” Yanet said. But 
then they noticed a business 
space available a few blocks 
from their house. They signed 
the lease, and Long Beach 
Flowers was born. 

Almost immediately, the 
store did so well that Rafael 
quit his full-time job to work 
on their flower business. 
They understood how much 
support they had from people 
in Long Beach and from 
surrounding communities, so 

they decided to expand. They fell in love with the 
space at 2543 E. Broadway and opened Blooms on 
Broadway. “Everyone in the neighborhood has been 
very welcoming and supportive,” Yanet said. 

Blooms on Broadway may be slightly different from 
other flower stores, as their mission is to provide 
quality flowers at an affordable price along with 
outstanding customer service. “Every customer 
is different and we know everyone has different 
needs. We maintain ready-to-go bouquets that 
start at $5 and can go as big as the customer 
prefers. We also have a flower bar where customers 
can pick their own flowers and have us make their 
personalized arrangements. We make endless 
amounts of different types of arrangements, from 
everyday occasions to weddings and funerals,” 
Yanet said. When pressed as to whether they have 

any favorite flowers, Yanet 
said she loves freesias and 
Rafael said he’s partial to 
peonies.

They consider their team and 
the community family: “We 
are very grateful for our team 
who give it their all at both 
locations. We have met so 
many people in Bluff Heights 
and we love how involved 
people are in this community. 
We’re very grateful to now be 
a part of this community and 
we cannot wait to see what 
the future holds for us.” 

Follow Blooms on 
Broadway on Instagram @
BloomsonBroadway, or 
stop by their store. They’re 
open Sundays and Mondays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
Tuesdays through Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Jill Ferguson is an artist, best-
selling author, coach, consultant, 
entrepreneur, and founder of 
Women’s Wellness Weekends. She 
lives in Bluff Heights with her 
husband, Rick Heckt, and their very 
smart dog Coconut and very cute 
dog Casper. 
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