
By Theresa Marino

On Thursday, April 28, the Bluff Heights Neighborhood Association 
(BHNA) and Rose Park Neighborhood Association (RPNA) teamed 
up with Long Beach Skate to co-sponsor the Mini Skateboard Ramp 

Assembly Booth at Horace Mann Elementary School’s STEAM Fair. STEAM stands 
for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math.

The fair was held from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. and featured many tables and booths with fun 
learning opportunities for the students ranging from kindergarten to fifth grade. The fair was 
attended by parents, siblings, grandparents, other family members, and friends. There was 
plenty of food and lots of activities for the whole family to enjoy.

The owner and two additional representatives of Long Beach Skate, which is located at 
the corner of 7th Street and Obispo Avenue, volunteered for the event and brought 30 
prefabbed mini skateboard ramp kits that required about 15 minutes of adult-assisted 
assembly by the students using drills, screws, and precut wood pieces. Volunteers from 
BHNA and RPNA helped the students and parents assemble the kits, which also featured 

decals and a mini skateboard to roll up and down the ramp. 

The booth was one of the more popular learning opportunities at the fair. Unfortunately, 
some students were turned away as there were only 30 kits. Hopefully, Long Beach Skate, 
BHNA, and RPNA will work together again next year and have more kits and more volunteers 
to help the many students who learned how to use a drill and construct the ramps. The 
prefabbed kits were made specially for the STEAM fair (they are not a regular sales item at 
Long Beach Skate).  

BHNA wishes to thank Long Beach Skate and RPNA for collaborating with us to make the Mini 
Skateboard Ramp Assembly learning opportunity a reality.  

Theresa Marino, Retired Bureau Manager, City of Long Beach Department of Health and Human 
Services, sits on the Marine Advisory Commission and is the Founding Executive Director of  
Conservation Corps of Long Beach where she is President of the Board. She was a community 
organizer from CSULB  during the 1970s War on Poverty era. She lives in Bluff Heights with her 
house and gardening mate Mingo and  their two cats.

BHNA Helps Students Build Mini Skateboard 
Ramps at Horace Mann’s STEAM Fair

Pictured from left to right: Horace Mann principal Tracy Fiala; 
Justin and Tim from Long Beach Skate; BHNA Board member 
Theresa Marino; volunteer Carmen Salazar; and Danielle Potter 
from Rose Park Neighborhood Association (co-sponsor of the 
booth with BHNA). 

Fifth grader Leila, builds a finger skateboard ramp 
at the Horace Mann STEAM event. Bluff Heights and 
Rose Park Neighborhood Associations supported this 
school activity. The finished ramp is pictured above.


