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Page Against the Machine may have opened at 2714 E. 4th Street in April 
2019, but its owner Chris Giaco, who goes by the title of Instigator, is 
no stranger to the book scene nor to 4th Street business ownership. In 

fact, he moved to Long Beach back in the 1990s to open the Borders Books and 
Music on Bellflower, and afterward he owned In Retrospect (in the space where 
The Hangout is now), where the germ of the idea for the business of Page came 
during a Fourth Fridays event.

Back when Giaco was the proprietor of In Retrospect, he hosted a pop-up bookstore he called 
Page Against the Machine (a play on the band Rage Against the Machine’s name). It went 
over so well that the idea for starting a full-time bookstore devoted to activism and social 
consciousness stuck in his head. Giaco explains, “The political climate (during the past four 
years) made people active and they were looking for resources and ways to get involved.” He 
referenced the 1960s classic The Society of the Spectacle by Guy Debord, a slim but dense 
book that influenced the French student movements in 1968 as being instrumental in 
forming his outlook and interest in activism. 

The move to opening a bookstore was rather serendipitous. Giaco knew the tenants who 
were previously in 2714 E. 4th Street. When they decided to move out, they introduced 
him to the landlord and “it all fell into place,” he says. In Retrospect closed in February and 
two months later, he opened Page Against the Machine, which he says the community has 
embraced, citing “the creative vibe and activism in Long Beach” as reasons the area has been 
so welcoming to the store. 

And while the bookstore 
does slant left, the new 
and used books Giaco 
stocks aren’t restricted to 
the subjects of politics and 
social and environmental 
consciousness. He also 
sells books that can be 
categorized as spirituality, 
poetry, and literature, and 
in the very back space is a 
lovely kids’ section. Giaco 
emphasized that he can 
order any title a customer 
wants, including romance, 
mysteries, and cookbooks. 

In addition to The Society 
of the Spectacle and 
hundreds of other books, 
Page Against the Machine 
sells posters, buttons, 
patches, stickers, and other 
small gifts. Like many 
stores in the neighborhood, 

the store is dog friendly, with treats being offered. Hours of operation are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
all days of the week except Monday.    

Once the pandemic is over and it is safe to gather in larger groups again, Page Against the 
Machine looks forward to hosting events and being a bigger gathering place than it has been 
permitted to be for the last year. 

Jill Ferguson is an artist, best-selling author, coach, consultant, entrepreneur, and founder of 
Women’s Wellness Weekends. She lives in Bluff Heights with her husband, Rick Heckt, and their 
dog Coconut. 

Page Against the Machine Offers Politics, Social 
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