
 

 

CONNECTIONS ARTICLE – Dec. 19, 2018 

 

VOICE Ends 2018 on a High Note, Gearing Up for 2019 
 

VOICE, Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community Engagement, fought hard this past year and reached 

significant goals that we hope will improve life for our low-income, minority, and immigrant neighbors. Our 

Voter Registration and Get Out the Vote drives were successful and we are grateful to the UUCA members who 

participated in these actions.  

  

We also deeply appreciate those of you who attended our Action with Governor Northam and Attorney 

General Herring in October. Northam agreed to put through legislation ending cash bail, which would put an 

end to what has amounted to a “poverty tax” within the criminal justice system. Recently Northam also made 

good on another pledge he made at the Action, to work with VOICE on a multi-year strategy to increase the 

school counselor-to-student ratio from 1:425 to 1:250, nearly cutting it in half. This month he proposed $36 

million dollars to hire more school counselors. This will be the first of three multi-year installments estimated 

to total $90 million. Northam has honored the pledge he made to VOICE; it is now our turn to give him the 

political cover we promised by attending all Virginia Legislature sessions beginning in January.  Standby for an 

announcement as to when UUCA will be called to do our part. 

 

In 2019 we want to build on our success in promoting equality within our criminal justice system by monitoring 

the upcoming Commonwealth Attorney elections, which are consequential but too often ignored. We will also 

throw our support behind the American Legion/ Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing project to build 

160 affordable units with a portion set aside for Veterans. 

 

As always, we need your help with all these endeavors! Please contact: Patricia Findikoglu, 

patfindikoglu@gmail.com, or David McTaggart dmctagg@gmail.com, or come talk with us at our VOICE 

information table after Sunday services.  
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