
 

 

Connecting with the Ministerial Search Committee 

By Frank Corsoro, MSC Committee Member 

The Power of We – Proud to represent UUCA at General Assembly! 

A typical Sunday service at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington brings together a diverse, dynamic community 

of individuals who share a liberal spiritual, theological, and intellectual journey. Two hundred or more members of our 

community come together for an hour to worship at each of our two Sunday services. We covenant each week to 

Connect, Grow, and Serve with one another, the community we live in, and the greater world at large. 

Now imagine 3,000 Unitarian Universalists from across the United States and 

other parts of the world gathered in one place for four days in Spokane, 

Washington to share the same journey with like-minded people. This gathering, 

held once a year in a General Assembly, and with this year’s theme of “The 

Power of We”, gives credence to and amplifies the power of the people. People 

committed to racial justice and spiritual growth and right relations in all manner 

of human interaction. 

This year marks my sixth General Assembly, and I am still moved by the 

excitement of the Opening Ceremony and the banner parade of congregations. 

The beauty and creativity emblazoned in each congregation’s unique banner 

brings me to my feet with clapping and shouts of encouragement as every one 

of the nearly 400 flags circles the convention center. UUCA’s banner was 

proudly waved and carried this year by our youth representative Zi MacLaren. 

For those who have never seen our UUCA banner I would hope we could display 

it periodically in our Sanctuary or on and about our campus. 

I attended General Assembly not just as a member of our congregation but as part of your Ministerial Search 

Committee (MSC). Our seven-member committee is beginning the second year of our two-year search process that, if 

all goes accordingly to plan, will result in the congregation calling a new Senior Minister on or about the first of May in 

2020. 

I and fellow MSC colleagues Kelly Kohl, Sally Determan, and Allen Keiswetter attended with the express purpose of 

laying the groundwork for that successful minister call. We attended a four-hour workshop designed to meet with 

congregations like us also in search. Approximately a dozen of the nearly forty congregations in search were there, and 
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it was an invaluable opportunity to learn together, share and compare ideas, and ask questions about the search 

process. 

The workshop was presented by the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) Ministerial Settlement team headed by 

Director of Settlement Keith Kron. Rev. Kron presided over the Beyond Categorical Thinking workshop held here at 

UUCA in February that many of you attended. His twenty years of working with hundreds of congregations in search for 

ministers and engaging with him was our primary objective in attending GA. But there were many, many more 

opportunities for the MSC team to present to the UU world why Arlington would be an opportunity for a minister to 

lead a historical congregation with tremendous potential. 

The MSC team met with ministers (I attended back-to-back both the Meadville Lombard Theological School and the 

Starr King School for Ministry breakfast receptions; my diet plans once again were put on hold!). We attended the 

general business sessions (plenary and mini-assembly) to understand the business and future direction of the church. 

There were workshops related to church governance and finances, moving worship gatherings touching our hearts and 

minds with inspiring music and words, featured lectures presented by renowned Unitarian Universalist ministers 

(including Paula Cole Jones from Washington, DC, one of the co-creators of the Eighth Principle initiative) and the 

stirring Ware lecture by Richard Blanco, President Obama’s Inaugural Poet. 

Our Interim Minister, Rev. Terasa Cooley, attended General Assembly. Her experience, wealth of knowledge, and 

breadth of connections in the UU universe were invaluable assets to our MSC team that she generously and graciously 

extended. Other UUCA delegates also contributed mightily to our congregation’s presence. Bob Denniston and Lavona 

Grow, Becky Ross, Mary Pike, Jacomina De Regt, Diane Ulius, and Zi MacLaren all made the journey to Spokane. At 

times it seemed like UUCA members were everywhere at once! 

Your Ministerial Search team did what we set out to do. The Unitarian Universalist world knows the Unitarian 

Universalist Church of Arlington is in search. They know we are a dynamic community of compassionate and committed 

people. They know UUCA has always been a place of radical inclusion and to this day continues to be an advocate for 

racial justice, affordable housing, immigrant and LGBTQ rights, environmental justice, and all who are disenfranchised. 

Our search process has a way to go yet. The summer will be spent analyzing the congregational survey that a record 

650 of you completed last month. Preparations for late summer/early fall cottage meetings and discovery sessions will 

follow closely. And compiling the nearly hundred pages of the Congregational Record and church Document Package 

need to be completed by mid-November. So, this is a marathon. But like all of you, the Ministerial Search Community 

believes that the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington, our congregation, our beloved church home, deserves the 

best minister out there. A minister who will be not just our spiritual guide, but our full, complete, collaborative partner 

as we Connect, Grow, and Serve together. 

Your Ministerial Search Committee is committed and dedicated to seeing this through. Stay tuned! 


